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Main Stories                                 26 February
__________________________________________________
· Zannier reports to Thaçi and Sejdiu (Infopress, Kosova Sot)

· They will meet Joe Biden (Express, dailies) 

· They don’t move from their positions (Express, dailies)

· How is EULEX staff deployed throughout Kosovo? (Zëri)
· Britain announces reduction of its staff in EULEX (Koha Ditore)  

· Strikers consider Government guarantees only verbal, strike continues (dailies)
· Çitaku: Institutions are fulfilling their obligations in the ICJ process (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Zannier reports to Thaçi and Sejdiu (Infopress, Kosova Sot)
Infopress reports that in the next coming days, the head of UNMIK Lamberto Zannier is expected to report to high officials of the state of Kosovo in connection with the consultations that he had with Serb leaders and other EU and NATO officials in the attempt to start technical talks.

The meeting between Mr. Zannier, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and President Fatmir Sejdiu is expected to take place at the beginning of March, because until the end of this month, Thaçi and Sejdiu are in official visits in Washington. 
A few days ago, Zannier visited Brussels and Belgrade where he discussed, among other issues, the possibility of talks on the six points, which is rejected by Pristina. UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko confirmed to the newspaper that there will be a meeting between Zannier and Kosovo leaders in the next coming days and he   also confirmed that the Security Council session on Kosovo is to be held in March. “The Security Council on Kosovo is planed to be held in March, but the date has not yet been set. In the next coming days Mr. Zannier plans to report to officials of the Kosovo institutions about his visits to Belgrade and Brussels,” Ivanko said. 
Ivanko made it clear that the talks on technical issues cannot be held if all parties are not involved. “Consultations should include all relevant parties,” Ivanko said, adding that “Mr. Zannier has emphasized that the European Union in a special way through its mission for the rule of law in Kosovo, EULEX is playing an increasingly  important role in helping to solve practical issues. 
They will meet Joe Biden (Express, dailies) 
The heads of the Kosovo institutions, President Fatmir Sejdiu, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Minister Skender Hyseni will meet on Thursday with the U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and with the Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

The two American leaders are friends of Kosovo and they have given a valued contribution for Kosovo being an independent an sovereign state. 
Kosovar leaders are using the visit to the U.S. for other diplomatic activities. On Wednesday they had meetings with the ambassadors from Africa, Asia, Middle East and Europe. President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaçi requested from the diplomats that their states recognize Kosovo as soon as possible, government officials in Pristina said.

They don’t move from their positions (Express, dailies)
Express reports that International Civilian Representative (ICO) Peter Feith and The Head of AAK Ramush Haradinaj continue with disagreements on  the national elections. Feith did not showed up together with Haradinaj in the Press Conference after the meeting, instead he looked into the press conference from the entrance and said that it was “a friendly and constructive meeting.” 

At the press conference, Haradinaj said that the decision for the national elections was wrong, and he also expressed his concerns about the postponement of the local elections. 
A press release from the International Civilian Representative (ICR)  said the meeting with Haradinaj was very constructive: “ICR has everyday a lot of meetings with politicians and other representatives in Kosovo. We do not comment on every meeting, and this is the case also with the today’s meeting with Haradinaj. As a whole the meeting was constructive and it was discussed lot of issues of a common interest.” 
How is EULEX staff deployed throughout Kosovo? (Zëri)
Zëri claims to posses an EULEX chart with all details on the deployment of all its staff throughout Kosovo. This daily brings data on the number of staff in each of Kosovo’s municipality, and it says that among the 1, 900 EULEX members, police would make the majority with 1, 400 staff. The other positions belong to prosecutors, judges, costumers and administrative staff.  Currently, EULEX has 20 prosecutors, 48 judges and 60 customers, Zëri reports. 

Britain announces reduction of its staff in EULEX (Koha Ditore)  

Koha Ditore reports that the British Government has sent signals that it plans to reduce its staff at the European Mission for the rule of law in Kosovo, as an effective consequence of global economic crisis. Even though unofficial sources warned on a considerable reduction, members of the European Mission in Kosovo, who are currently waiting for the official letter from London, don’t know the exact number.
“We have received some signals that the British Government is planning to reduce  the number of staff deployed at the EULEX mission,” said Spokesperson Christophe Lamfalussy. According to him, reduction of the British staff is a consequence of current financial crisis. “We are waiting for the official decision of reduction of staff from Great Britain,” he said. 

Strikers consider Government guarantees only verbal, strike continues (dailies) 

Dailies report that healthcare representatives have decided on Wednesday to continue with the strike because they consider that Government guarantees to implement the agreement of 14 October for additional 44 euros, are insufficient. Strikers said that promises were verbal and that they have not received any official letter on how and when the agreement would be implement. 

Dailies report that KEK trade union has also announced a general strike on 23 March, 2009.  

Çitaku: Institutions are fulfilling their obligations in the ICJ process (Express) 
Express reports on an interview Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vlora Çitaku gave to Radio Free Europe. She said that Kosovo institutions are fulfilling their obligations at the International Court of Justice (ICJ), considering Serbia’s request regarding the declaration of independence on 17 February 2008. 

“Because of the sensitivity, I cannot give any details on this issue but I can assure Kosovo citizens that institutions are fulfilling their obligations in order to have a dignifying presentation of Kosovo at ICJ,” she said. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Haradinaj: Thaçi is a very weak Prime Minister 

· Strikers consider Government guarantees only verbal

· KEK staff warn of general strike

· Commission opposes increase of electricity price

Other headlines

· Haradinaj says that delay of elections deepens governmental crisis (2)

· Britain warns on reduction of EULEX staff (3)

· “Lawyers” of the Constitution to undergo parliamentary test (3)

· Kosovo and Japan make bilateral relations official (5)

Zëri
Front page

· How is EULEX staff deploying throughout Kosovo 

· Healthcare strike continues, KEK starts on 23 March

· From 41 candidates interviewed for Constitutional Court, three eliminated 

· PTK signs contracts with Top Channel and Dardaphone

· Haradinaj tells Feith that postponement of elections harms Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Hillary Clinton to meet Sejdiu and Thaçi today in Washington (3)

· KSF officers for the first time in front of cameras (3)

· Lawmakers oppose increase of power price (5)

· Police kills on self-defence a 50 year old in Zubin Potok (7)

· Kosovo should be more flexible toward foreign investments (7)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Feith to Haradinaj: There are no elections 

· Energetic on the verge of strike 

· State to keep a part of Airport shares 

· Police shoots to death on self-defence 

· Show your pockets 

Other headlines

· Kosovo and Japan make their relations official (2)

· Talks, Zannier to meet leaders in March (3)

· Dignified presentation at ICJ promised (4)

· Where the recruits train (5)

· Commission divided on KSF (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Kosovo justice, miserable
· American support reconfirmed
· Ex-KPC members do not accept KFOR offer
· Krasniqi: Very bad situation in the north
· Feith ignores Haradinaj 
Other headlines

· Unification of Albania and Kosovo, more and more clear (2)

· KSF Ministry supports KFOR (3)

· Minister Mujota visits KSF training  centre (3)

· Kosovo-Japan diplomatic relations strengthen (4)

· Names of the candidates for Constitutional Court (5)

· Çitaku: “Gjilani group”, only in front of international court (5)

· Minister Pajaziti meets Croatian Ambassador Zlatko Kramaric (6)

Express
Front page

· Government in fever

Other headlines

· Relation between Kosovo and Japan intensified (4)

· Çitaku: Institutions are fulfilling their obligations in the ICJ process (5)

· They don’t move from their positions (5)

· They meet Joe Biden (6)

· Serbia unblocked? (6)

· Real strike (7)

Lajm
Front page

· From Lepenc in the Skopje mortuary

· Sejdiu and Thaçi lobbying in Kosovo

· Japan determined to help Kosovo

Other headlines

· Disagreement about the elections (2)

· Arguments for ICJ (4)

· Mujota: KSF is in the interest of peace (2)

· Gay request understanding from the former members of TMK (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo justice in ‘cramp’

· Haradinaj does not give up on elections same as faith from recess 

Other headlines 

· Richness of the leaders ‘forbidden information’ for the opinion (2)

· European tolerance and the Serbia arrogance (4)

· Kosovo embassy in Tokyo increases the inter-state cooperation (5) 

· Prime Minister says he is awaiting strong recognitions (6)

· The government is guilty with its neutrality over former TMK (6)

· The strikers don’t believe oral promises of the government (7)
InfoPress 
Front page

· PTK value growth’s 
· Sejdiu, Thaçi and Hyseni meeting with the highest American officials

· The head of UNMIK continues the consultations with involved parties on technical issues

Other headlines 

· ISG discusses about Kosovo (2)

· Pristina and Tokyo closer to each other (3)

· Our army! (4)

· E-government has started to function (3)

· Preparing for the elections (5)

· Union continues with the strike (6)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Prosecution handed over list with names of 11 victims (RTS/Beta)
· Ten suspects for killing kidnapped Serbs identified (Tanjug/Beta)

· Citaku: Gnjilane Group only before international court (Tanjug)

Prosecution handed over list with names of 11 victims (RTS/Beta)
Representatives of the Serbian War Crime Prosecution handed over to representatives of the Association of Kidnapped and Missing Persons from Kosovo the list with names of 11 persons suspected of being victims of human organ trafficking in northern Albania. The Association stated that the list was handed over at the meeting in the Prosecution Office and that it contains names of individuals that were, according to the Association records, kidnapped in 1999. The prosecution representatives expect of the Association more engagement in the process of identification based on photographs in possession of the Prosecution showing victims and crime perpetrators, the statement reads. The prosecution expects from the Association to invite the families to assist in identifying victims and perpetrators, and finding witnesses of kidnappings and murders of their relatives. 

Ten suspects for killing kidnapped Serbs identified (Tanjug/Beta)

The Serbian War Crime Prosecution has started the identification process of victims and members of KLA, who are suspected of committing the crimes against kidnapped Serbs in the northern Albania during 1999, spokesperson Bruno Vekaric told RTS. He stated that so far ten KLA members have been identified, adding that families of the missing and kidnapped Kosovo Serbs and other non-Albanians are helping in the process. 

Citaku: Gnjilane Group only before international court (Tanjug)

Pristina is prepared to cooperate only with international courts, Kosovo Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Citaku has stated in Paris on the occasion of the Serbian authorities’ request for extradition of three KLA members of the so-called Gnjilane group, who are charged by Belgrade for war crimes. “We are ready to face courts, but they have to be international courts, not Serbia,” Citaku said in Paris at a press conference organized by the French Foreign Ministry.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















