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· Police take over Bërnjak, Serbs defend Jarinje (dailies) 

· Prime Minister dismisses Police director Reshat Maliqi (Koha Ditore) 

· He might return Serb commanders (Zëri) 

· Prosecution files indictment against Fatmir Limaj and others (Koha Ditore)

· Government without EULEX’s support on reciprocity (Koha/Epoka)

· Calls to stop the dialogue (dailies)

· Added pressure (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Police take over Bërnjak, Serbs defend Jarinje (dailies) 

Dailies report that the attempt by the government of Kosovo to reinstore its control over two border points in the north marks a second try to bring back law and order in this problematic part of the country. Kosovo Police re-took point 1 in Bërnjak and tried to take point 31 in Jarinje. Under orders from Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, special units of the Kosovo Police started their action at around 22:00 hours.   

The Government did not have the support of EULEX or KFOR for this action, who arrived there in the early hours of Tuesday morning. Aware of the Kosovo police operation, Serb parallel structures and Serbia’s Ministry of Internal Affairs organized a blockade at border point 1. “The main road to Leposavic is blocked by trucks that Serb citizens put there. Roads to border point 1 are also blocked by Serb citizens who came out into the street to make the movement towards border point 1 by police forces impossible,” confirmed the Minister of Internal Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi. 

EULEX officials said that they are not part of this operation and that they were not informed at all about this operation. 

KFOR commander, General Erhard Buhler in a press conference, appealed to all Kosovo citizens not to react by using violence on the current situation in the north or at the border points with Serbia.  

Prime Minister dismisses Police director Reshat Maliqi (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashin Thaçi has decided to dismiss Reshat Maliqi from the position of the Kosovo Police general director. “Prime Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaçi, based on article 94, paragraph (10) of the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo and article 43.1 (a) of the Law nr.03/L-035 for the Police, has made the decision to dismiss Reshat Maliqi from the position of the Kosovo Police general director,” says the decision of PM Thaçi, which does offer any explanation for his dismissal. 

Official sources told Koha Ditore that the decision is related to the operation to take over control at border points 1 and 31 in the north of Mitrovica.   

On Monday, at about 22:30 hours, Maliqi said for this daily that he was not aware of decision, even though the decision was published on the official web site of the Prime Minister. “I have not received anything official. I planned to go on leave tomorrow,” said Maliqi. 

He might return Serb commanders (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that Kosovo’s Minister of Internal Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi, appeared to overrule the decision of Kosovo Police director Reshat Maliqi, who dismissed disobedient Serb commanders from their posts in the north for disrespecting and disobeying the chain command. Rexhepi has not excluded reinstating the dismissed police officers who appealed to Maliqi’s decision. He said that there is a possibility for return of the three commanders, but there is no official decision on this issue yet. He added that the commander of the police station in Zveçan, Nenad Dzuric is however dismissed from the police.  

Prosecution files indictment against Fatmir Limaj and others (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore, in one of the front-page stories, quotes sources inside the Special Prosecution of Kosovo as saying that on Monday the prosecution filed an indictment against MP Fatmir Limaj for war crimes against civilians and crimes against prisoners of war. The indictment against the PDK deputy leader includes another nine people. The paper tried to confirm on Monday evening the lawsuit, and one of the attorneys, who preferred to remain anonymous, confirmed it.

Government without EULEX’s support on reciprocity (Koha/Epoka)

Koha Ditore reports that the decision of the Kosovo Government to block the import of Serbian products into Kosovo is not being supported by EULEX. The paper has heard that in the last 24 hours 60 trucks with Serbian products have entered the northern part of the country through Gates 1 and 31. EULEX officials said this issue has complicated matters and that the government’s decision is being discussed. EULEX is not implementing the decision that the government made last week. 
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila reiterated that the decision is irreversible until Serbia recognizes the stamps of Kosovo Customs. Kusari-Lila also said that the government decision is in no way ethnically motivated. 

On the same issue, Epoka e Re notes on the front page that EULEX is pro-Serb and quotes Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi as saying that EULEX has not shown readiness to assist Kosovo Police. 
Calls to stop the dialogue (dailies)
Several dailies report that the so-called Association of Serb Municipalities, based in northern Mitrovica, called on Monday for dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina to stop due to reciprocity measures introduced by the Government of Kosovo. The paper notes that this parallel institution suggested that in response to Pristina’s decision Belgrade should immediately stop talks and declare the agreements reached between the two parties as null and void.
Added pressure (Express)
Express reports that there is an ongoing debate in Serbia on whether the recognition of Kosovo will become an official condition for Serbia’s progress toward integration in the European Union. Former Serbian Ambassador to France, Predrag Simic, told media in Belgrade that after sending Mladic and Haxhic to The Hague, Kosovo will be a central topic in relations between Serbia and the EU. He added that pressure on Serbia over the Kosovo issue will not become stronger, because it has already happened and at a very fast pace. Simic also said that Kosovo’s recognition would not come as an official requirement for EU membership as long as the five EU member states do not recognize Kosovo’s independence. “Pressure will come from the national parliaments of countries that have recognized and support the independence of Kosovo,” Simic added.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Epoka e Re
Front page

· State, only move forward

· Two additional states to recognize us this week

· EULEX, this pro-Serb 

Other headlines

· Thaçi dismisses Maliqi (3)

· Relations with Kosovo, determinant for Serbia in the EU (4)

· Dacic: Nothing should surprise us (4)

· With open lists (5)

· Not all challenges fulfilled (5)

· Kosovo trade unionists become part of international trade unions (6)

· There is a possibility for return of the three Serb commanders (7)

· Ivanovic: Blockade, harmful for Serbia (7)

· EULEX breaches it (8)

Express
Front page

· Take over the north

· More embassies 

· In fever for Lejla  

Other headlines

· Albright: My dearest mistake (2)

· With acting officials against corruption (4)

· New German ambassador arrives (5)

· Increased pressure (6)

· Dacic: Serbia ready for any situation related to Kosovo (6)

· Request interruption of talks (6)

· Confiscate also in the north (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo Police takes over control in the north, brings back sovereignty

· The big ones agree, the “minor” only make noise

Other headlines

· Announces solution for the blockade (2)

· Editorial: Failed mission (2)

· Hasan Preteni leaves, the agency currently lead by Bedri Misini (4)

· Agreement between Kosovo and Macedonia on border cooperation (5)

· Prisitna determinant on reciprocity (11)

· Rexhepi dismisses Djuric (11)

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Police take Bërnjak, Serbs defend Jarinje

· Prime Minister dismisses police director Reshat Maliqi

· Government without EULEX’s support on reciprocity

· Prosecution files indictment against Fatmir Limaj and others

Other headlines

· Three police commanders might return to work (4)

· MPs are not ready to ask for control in tobacco trade (6)

Zëri

Front page

· State goes to the north 

· Lejla’s last message

Other headlines

· Editorial: PTK’s destructive strategy (2)

· Border agreement (2)

· CEC awaiting reforms (4)

· Discussions on Progress Report (4)

· Rexhepi might return Serb police commanders (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kosovo Police takes Gate 31, Serbs block road to Gate 1

· Editorial: The north too is part of the Republic

· Thaçi dismisses police director Reshat Maliqi

· PDK offers Ministry of Education to AKR 

· Veterans facing reduction

Other headlines

· Talks to resume on September 5th (3)

· Border agreement between Kosovo and Macedonia to be signed today (4)
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