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· Dialogue in critical phase (Koha Ditore)

· Government gives “political mandate” to police to act in the north (dailies) 

· New actions in the north (Zëri)

· Five recognitions expected in September (Koha Ditore)

· Tadic: We will not give up Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Jeremic requests Dodik’s help on Kosovo (Kosova Sot) 

· Nominate the chief prosecutor for Marty’s allegations (Express) 

· Assembly between Thaçi and Krasniqi (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Dialogue in critical phase (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade has entered the most critical phase. In the next round of discussions, expected to be held on 2 September, the parties will have only one choice: to show flexibility. According to the international sources, developments after the last round of discussions, have made powerful states engage and request concrete solutions from the parties. During the next round, except for the  customs stamps, the parties will be requested to agree also on the functioning of border points 1 and 31. A solution should be also found on who would serve as customs officers at these border points. Sources explained that powerful states have decided not give much time to the parties, and in case of their non-flexibility, they will have to face consequences. “There is also a danger that the entire process could crush,” said to this newspaper a senior international official. According to the same sources, it has been made clear to Belgrade that it should have constructive approach to the dialogue, it should accept stamps and remove parallel structures in the north, if it wants to receive the status of the candidate for EU membership in autumn. According to this source, German Chancellor, Angela Merkel made this message clear to Belgrade and added that this is not only the position of Germany, but the other European superpowers, as well.

Government gives “political mandate” to police to act in the north (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo Government has given “political mandate” to the security authorities to act in the north. Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi, stated after the meeting of the Government that these authorities should be on state of alert to act in the north all the time, and that they should decide on their own, when to undertake these actions. “Kosovo security agencies have the full constitutional and legal mandate, they have the decision of the Kosovo Security Council, to be on alert and to establish law and order,” said Kuçi. “Bringing the criminals in front of justice is an operational job, while their constitutional and political mandate, if I am allowed to say, is valid 24/7,” added Kuçi. 

New actions in the north (Zëri)

Zëri reports that no one should be surprised if the law enforcement forces of Kosovo head to the north again. The announcement for new actions in the north, was made yesterday by the Prime Minister of Kosovo, Hashim Thaçi. He said at the meeting of the Government that the alert state in the country remains, and based on this decision,  new actions in the country could be expected. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said that the respective bodies have Constitutional responsibility to establish the rule of law in the north, including the capture and bringing in front of justice individuals that  violated the existing laws.
Five new recognitions expected in September (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Deputy Prime Minister, Behgjet Pacolli, has stated that five African countries will recognize Kosovo during September. It is believed that four countries will make this decision in the beginning of the next month. Pacolli considered recognition from Nigeria to be the most significant one, and mentioned that the other four recognitions are expected to  come from Mali, Chad, Togo and Gabon. Pacolli said that Gabon is expected to make the decision on Friday, the latest. Pacolli returned a day earlier from the visit to these countries, and reported the news to the Government meeting on Thursday. He also said that countries of Caricom would not recognize Kosovo as an organization, as it was announced before. “Now the countries are free to decide separately,” reported Pacolli. 
Tadic: We will not give up Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s President Boris Tadic, stated that  institutions in Kosovo will not be removed, even the cost is not receiving the status of candidate for EU membership. “Serbia will not abandon its people in Kosovo, but it will also not give up from Euro integrations. If the European policy wants Serbia to decide, my answer is that Serbia will not give up from its legitimate interests, ” Tadic reportedly said to Serbian media. 
Jeremic requests Dodik’s help on Kosovo (Kosova Sot) 

Kosova Sot reports that Serbia’s Foreign Minister, Vuk Jeremic, has requested from the president of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik, to use his impact in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in order for “its representative at the UN Security Council, support Belgrade’s position regarding the current situation in Kosovo.” After the meeting with Dodik in Banja Luka, Jeremic stated that messages for the status of Kosovo and preconditions for Serbia’s advancing towards the European Union, stressed by the German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Belgrade, will have strategic consequences for the region. 

Nominate the chief prosecutor for Marty’s allegations (Express) 

Express reports that even though in a mess when the north of Kosovo is concerned, the chief of EULEX Xavier De Marnhac appears to have one thing going right. The mission that he leads, is in the right path to complete the team of the investigators for the Task Force, which based on the report of the representative of the European Council, Dick Marty, will investigate on suspicions for organ trafficking in Kosovo by KLA. This daily further claims that the chief prosecutor of this task force has already been nominated, but the name will become public in the near future. 
Assembly between Thaçi and Krasniqi (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the relations between Prime Minister Thaçi and the Chairperson of Kosovo Assembly Krasniqi often influence and block many processes in the country. The divisions in PDK are being strongly reflected in the work of Kosovo institutions and as a result, they reflect in the overall performances of important processes that the country is going through. Tempers of the two wings of this party, represented in one side by Hashim Thaçi and in other, by Jakup Krasniqi, are almost regularly present in Government –Assembly relations. Zëri reports that this evaluation has been made by  the representatives of the opposition parties and Kosovar political analysts.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Dialogue in critical phase

· Government gives political mandate to police to act in thenorth

· Five new recognitions expected

· Parties to report to auditor

· Another explosion at “Ferronikel”  

Other headlines

· Tadic: We do not give up Kosovo (2)

· Limaj’s defense requests from the court rejection of prosecutor’s charges (2)

· UDB blackmailed Albanians to receive information on KLA (5)

· Railways split into two public enterprises (8)

· World Bank experts discuss the future of “Kosova e Re” (8)

· Reciprocity increases Kosovo Customs’ incomes (9)

Zëri
Front page

· Assembly, between Thaçi and Krasniqi

· Lawyers request rejection of the charges 

· Serbs in the north alarmed  

Other headlines

· Recognitions cannot be stopped (2)

· Germany guarantees Kosovo’s sovereignty (2)

· Bogdanovic against Merkel’s idea (2)

· Jeremic requests anti-Kosovo alliance (2)

· New actions in the north (3)

· Thaçi will also witness on Limaj’s case (4)

· Germany requests from Serbia to accept the new reality in Kosovo (4)

· Plus: three new recognitions expected (4)

· Minus: Negotiations for the “status” of the north (4)

· Witnessing of UDB agent, objected (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· KFOR determined on the north

· Thaçi ready to witness on Limaj’s case

· Serb witness: UDB blackmailed in order to get evidence  

Other headlines

· Do not be surprised! (2)

· Government approves three draft laws (2)

· Parties do not want to report to the auditor (3)

· Pacolli was not right on Thursday (3)

· Germany insists on the issue of parallel structures (4)

· Jeremic requests Dodik’s help on Kosovo (4)

· Protests in Mitrovica against return of judges (4)

· EU definitely conditions Serbia (4)

· Mobilization on Progress Report (4)

· It was gas, not an explosion in “Feronikel” (7)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Governing coalition, grade 10

· Haradinaj and Limaj will emerge again victorious 

· Tadic: We will not give up from Kosovo

· Limaj expects also this time justice to prevail

· Thaçi: No one to be surprised with the movements of police

Other headlines

· Merkel gives the green light to Thaçi to put veto to Serbia about integrations (2)

· Prime Minister Kosor makes Belgrade nervous (2)

· Gabon and Nigeria next countries who will recognize Kosovo (3)

· Kuçi: If it is requested from the court, Thaçi ready to testify in Limaj case (4)

· The request of Turks has been misinterpreted (6)

· 80 Serbs protest (10)

Express

Front page

· Skender Hyseni: The north erupted recognitions

· They elect the Chief Prosecutor for Marty’s allegations 

· (Pacolli) He plays with recognitions

Other headlines

· Requests support from Bosnia (2)

· No candidacy (5)

· Stojanovic: don’t you want Thaçi as a minister (6)

· Reconfirms German stance (6)

· Decission within this week (7)

· Ferronickel again (10)

· Reductions of summer (10)

· Germany supports Kosovo (11)

Bota Sot

Front page

· The trial of KLA fighter amnesties Serb genocide in Kosovo

· Clashes between lawyers and prosecutors postpone the confirmation of the charge

· Thaçi to testify in Limaj case, if the court requests

· Thaçi: Kosovo police will move freely in the whole territory of Kosovo

Other headlines

· President Topi meets with Kosovo president Atifete Jahjaga  (2)

· Serbs protest, criminals continue with smuggling (3)

· Pacolli: Kosovo will be recognized by a country of Caricom (3)

· The decisions of justice should be respected (3)

· Serb orthodox church favoured towards Albanian League of Prizren (6)

· Customs stamps explain the condition in the north? (7)

· Germany strongly supports Kosovo (9)

· Germany requests from Serbia to accept the reality in Kosovo (11)
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