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· Ahtisaari Plan without alternative, but with possible additions (Koha)

· Zarif: KFOR and EULEX free movement should be enabled (Epoka) 

· Cooper: Be a little more patient (Express)

· Opposition against the dialogue “with a capital D” (Koha)

· Kosovo Serbs skeptical about dialogue (Koha)

· Kusari: Serbia is respecting the agreement (Epoka e Re)

· Drews: Barricades block movement of people (dailies)

· Thaçi: The offer in October (Express)

· Vetëvendosje: Serbia never had more successful talks (Zëri)

· Jovanovic insists on implementation of Ahtisaari package (dailies)

· Albanians in Presevo Valley boycott census (Koha) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Ahtisaari Plan without alternative, but with possible additions (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the latest tensions in the north and the refusal of Serbs there to integrate in the constitutional order of Kosovo have raised dilemmas over the implementation of the Ahtisaari Package, but not about its content, which according to analysts in Pristina and Belgrade is considered as the best platform for the integration of Serbs on both sides of the Ibër River. 
Analysts in Kosovo and Serbia argue that provisions of the Ahtisaari Plan have been prepared in line with the highest international standards for the protection of rights of communities; therefore, any kind of formula for the integration of the north, but also for the normalization of relations Kosovo-Serbia, will be based on these principles. 
Analysts also believe that the international community will call for an accommodating solution between both parties, while giving more competencies to the north but within the constitutional system of Kosovo. “The latest developments in northern Kosovo are of course are the main reason why the Ahtisaari Plan has become actual again. Politicians in Serbia are trying to find the least worse solution, while realists among them are mentioning the Ahtisaari Plan as a possible solution but with certain additions,” said Dragan Popovic, analyst with the Belgrade-based Center of Politics.

Zarif: KFOR and EULEX free movement should be enabled (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that UNMIK acting chief, Farid Zarif, requested on Sunday free movement for KFOR and EULEX members in the north of Kosovo, and solution of all contesting issues, in a peaceful manner, through dialogue. Zarif requested from the Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic, to use Belgrade’s impact and encourage citizens in the north of Kosovo to be calm and avoid use of violence.  
During their meeting in Leposavic, Zarif also requested creation of the environment that would allow KFOR and EULEX to move freely. “I am pleased that Serbia is maximally trying to encourage population in the north of Kosovo. I have requested from Bogdanovic to strengthen this message further, and send the message to the population not to impede KFOR and EULEX on doing their job,” said the top UN official in Kosovo. 
Zarif said that UNMIK has been in a permanent contact with Pristina and Belgrade, in order to calm tensions and create a suitable atmosphere for dialogue and discussions, in order to resolve the issues that have remained unresolved between the two parties. 
“We are convinced that the only way forward is dialogue, while for the international community, use of violence is unacceptable. I am pleased that Bogdanovic has confirmed that the same message is sent by the citizens here,” said Zarif. 
Cooper: Be a little more patient (Express)

Express reports in the front page story that Robert Cooper, the EU facilitator of talks between Pristina and Belgrade, has called on Kosovo institutions to be understanding over the fact that Belgrade is failing to implement agreements and wait until the European Union assesses Serbia’s performance in the process. 

Sources told the paper that last week Kosovo authorities sent two letters to Cooper expressing their dissatisfaction that Serbia was not implementing the agreements reached in Brussels. Ashton’s advisor replied with a letter last week. “Cooper congratulated Kosovo on the correct implementation of the stamps agreement. He also expressed concern why the other party, Serbia, had yet to start implementation. He called on Kosovo to be understanding for several more days until the EU evaluates Serbia’s performance on the matter,” the source added.

Opposition against the dialogue “with a capital D” (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the opposition in Pristina has said “No” to the new anticipated political dialogue with Serbia. The Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK), the Vetëvendosje Movement and the Alliance for Future of Kosovo (AAK) have called on central institutions to avoid a dialogue “with a capital D”. All three political parties want at least to see the Kosovo Assembly as highest authority of the Republic while not releasing any authorization for anyone to participate in political talks with Serbia. The LDK, the biggest opposition party, said on Sunday that regardless of the circumstances, Kosovo must not agree to talks on political issues with its northern neighbor.

Kosovo Serbs skeptical about dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serb politicians in Kosovo evaluate that the next round of talks between Kosovo and Serbia, which is announced to be held on 27 and 28 September, will not end with good results. However, the flow of this process is seen and evaluated differently by Serbs in northern Kosovo and those in central Kosovo.

Mirko Jaksic, political representative of northern Serbs, said that announced meetings between delegations from Pristina and Belgrade will be damaging for Serbs as shown by previous experience. He added that Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic has signed documents in favor of Kosovo, such as the acceptance of stamps, identification cards and license plates. “In this context, the continuation of talks raises fear among Serbs that Borislav Stefanovic will continue the same practice, especially now when the topics of talks are the base station of Telecom 063 and 064, as well as the EPS. We fear that Stefanovic will sign giving up on Serbian mobile telephony in the territory of Kosovo and from the substations of Serb EPS in favor of the state of Kosovo,” Jaksic told Radio Free Europe.

Kusari: Serbia is respecting the agreement (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that Serbia at last has accepted to respect the customs stamps agreement that Pristina and Belgrade reached on September 2 in Brussels. Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Lila-Kusari told Epoka e Re that trucks from Kosovo are now moving without any problem through Serbia equipped with state paperwork. 
“Serbia started implementing the agreement on customs stamps after Kosovo. Starting on September 23, Serbia has allowed the import of goods from Kosovo with our paperwork, including the document of the origin of goods and the customs stamps foreseen with the September 2 agreement. According to our information, so far there is no problem as far as the movement of goods from Kosovo through Serb territory is concerned. The trucks which entered in Serbia has been also unloaded there,” Kusari-Lila added.

Drews: Barricades block movement of people (dailies)

COMKFOR Erhard Drews said barricades in the northern of Kosovo are preventing the movement of KFOR troops, but even that of residents of that region. Drews said the situation in the north is stable, adding that for the sake of people living there a solution must be reached at the political level rather than at a military technical level. 

 “After EULEX and representatives of Kosovo institutions have implemented the operation in border crossing points 1 and 31 with Serbia, the situation has been stabilized to a certain point,” Drews was quoted as saying.

Thaçi: The offer in October (Express)

Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is certain that the European Union will offer to Kosovo visa liberalization and the establishment of contractual and trade relations. In an interview for Kosovapress, Thaçi praised the meeting he had in New York with EU High Representative Catherine Ashton. 
“I speak with full confidence that October will be the month of a concrete offer by Brussels for Kosovo for the process of visa liberalization, contractual relations and trade relations. This is happening for the first time for Kosovo and Kosovo is de jure treated as a state by EU member states,” Thaçi said.
Vetëvendosje: Serbia never had more successful talks (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the Vetëvendosje Movement issued a press release saying that Serbia never had more successful talks than the current ones it is holding with Kosovo in Brussels. “Not because of the Serbian Government and Borko Stefanovic but thanks to the Government of Kosovo and Edita Tahiri. If the Government [of Kosovo] would have a similar commitment to resolve problems in our country  compared to discussing Kosovo’s internal affairs with Serbia, Kosovo would certainly look completely different,” it was added in the press release.

Jovanovic insists on implementation of Ahtisaari package (dailies)

“Serbia is finding itself in a junction: to fight that what does not exist, for the Serb state in Kosovo, or to start and think for the welfare of Serbs who live in Kosovo,” Cedomir Jovanovic, leader of the Liberal-Democratic Party of Serbia, told reporters on Sunday. 
Jovanovic said Serbian President Boris Tadic missed the opportunity at the UN General Assembly to promote a new policy of Serbia that would be met with understanding in the world. “President Tadic in his show was discussing with himself. He did not say anything new, rather using a combination of phrases and stances which are repeated,” Jovanovic said. He added his party insists on the implementation of the Ahtisaari Package, which provides for a better future of Serbs in Kosovo and for better relations between Pristina and Belgrade.

Albanians in Presevo Valley boycott census (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that members of municipal commissions of census in Presevo Valley left the commissions, thus marking the start of boycotting the census in Bujanovc, Presevo and Medvegjë. Political leaders of Presevo Valley made this decision on September 3. One of the mentioned reasons for this boycott is that all census material is only in Serbian with Cyrillic alphabet. Meanwhile, political leaders said reasons behind the boycott are political. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Ahtisaari Plan without alternative, but with possible additions

· Opposition against dialogue “with capital D”

· Kosovo products are not wanted in Serbia

· Hooper: Brussels should not play Belgrade’s game

· Croatia withdraws genocide lawsuit against Serbia

· Presevo Valley Albanians start boycotting census

· FOL: No progress in fight against corruption

Other headlines

· Hoxhaj requests support from Egypt (2)

· Jovanovic insists on implementation of Ahtisaari Package (3)

· Kosovo Serbs skeptical about dialogue (4)

· Drews: Barricades block movement of citizens (5)

· Jahjaga returns from New York (5)

Zëri

Front page

· Unlicensed weapons, an undeclared war

· Politics should not interfere in the work of the Constitutional Court

· They went to Serbia with Kosovo papers

· Assembly to appoint CEC chief executive

· KTA gives one-sourced tender to AUK

Other headlines

· Jahjaga returns from New York (2)

· Vetëvendosje: Kosovo, without Republic (2)

· Minus: Stefanovic: We don’t ask Pristina (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Three elections in one year

· Return in the positions before 2 September

· Thaçi: Politics should not comment Constitutional decisions 

· Editorial: EULEX’s free hands

Other headlines

· Engel: Americans do not have better friends than Albanians (2)

· Kosovo Court Council, not productive (2)

· Hoxhaj requests support from Egypt, Pakistan, Iraq and Yemen  (3)

· Vetëvendosje: Government is leaving Kosovo without Republic (4)

· Jovanovic: Ahtisaari’s Plan, basis for solution of problems (4)

· Palasio: New parameters of discussions required (4)

· Discussions might fail (4)

· Serbs use alternative roads (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Expects surrender 

· Pacolli: Recognitions belong to me

· AAK waits for Ramush

· Kusari: Serbia is respecting the agreement

Other headlines

· Zarif: KFOR and EULEX free movement should be enabled (2)

· Minister Hoxhaj requests Egypt’s support (2)

· Austrian Minister of defense visits Kosovo (2)

· LDK and Vetëvendosje against PDK (6)

· LDK turns on the engines (7)

· Smuggling in the north towards the end (9)

· Stavileci: Five trucks with Kosovo goods, enter Serbia (9)

Express
Front page

· Cooper’s answer: Be a little more patient
· Rules of Limak

· Suit for two ministries

Other headlines

· Friends of America (4)

· Offer in October (5)

· Ahtisaari Plan, bases for solution of problems (6)

· Recognize Kosovo (6)
· Bad with corruption (7)

· Helicopters for KFOR (9)
Bota Sot
Front page

· The calls for a new dialogue with Serbia, calls for war

· Hoxhaj: Belgrade to stop discriminating Presevo Valley Albanians 

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Limaj issue should not be personalized (2)

· Albanians should be united about the nation and the religion (4)

· Albanians in the walleye started the registration boycott (6)

· Draskovic: We have lost Kosovo  (6)

· Jovanovic: Ahtisaari Plan, bases for solution of problems (6)

· FOL: The fight against corruption is failing (7)
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