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· Government will face request to remove barricades (dailies)

· Rexhepi announces arrest after removal of barricades (Koha)

· Serbs in the north divided (Koha)

· KFOR waits for winter (Zëri)

· Obama supports KFOR actions in the north (dailies)

· Clark: Kosovo is not a Serb land (dailies)

· Thaçi is clearly willing to meet Tadic (Epoka e Re)

· Kandic: Serbia should accept Ahtisaari’s Plan (Koha) 

· Serbia lobbying for division of Kosovo (dailies) 

· Fitou explains word “fascism,” Vetëvendosje calls him “racist” (Koha) 

· Thaçi calls on foreign investors to come to Kosovo (dailies)

· Krasniqi: Kosovo and Romania to have parliamentary cooperation (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Government will face request to remove barricades (dailies)

All dailies report that following a request by the Vetëvendosje Movement, the Kosovo Assembly will convene this Thursday in a special session where Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi will face a motion about the situation in northern Kosovo. 
Koha Ditore reports on the leading front-page story that during a motion at the Kosovo Assembly on Thursday, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi will be faced with Vetëvendosje’s request to deploy police forces in the northern part of the country with the aim of guaranteeing the territorial integrity and the protection of Kosovo citizens.
Vetëvendosje’s request was adopted by the Assembly chairmanship and Thaçi will also have to give answers on three points directly related to the situation in the north. In the four points motion Vetëvendosje will request that law enforcement institutions of the Republic of Kosovo must be engaged in removing barricades in the north. Vetëvendosje MPs will also call on the Government to stop talks with Serbia and to declare null and void every agreement reached so far.
Express reports that Vetëvendosje’s Glauk Konjufca said during session the Government will be criticized for its unserious approach to the north. “It is the interest of citizens to be informed about developments in the north, because the Government has not expressed any readiness to inform the citizens and elected representatives through the Assembly… Instead of behaving like the government of an independent and sovereign state, the government is acting more like a spokesperson for KFOR,” Konjufca added.

Rexhepi announces arrest after removal of barricades (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi has announced the next action for establishing rule of law in northern Kosovo after the removal of barricades. Rexhepi said Kosovo institutions would not run late in this respect. 
“After removing barricades, the implementation of the rule of law will be a priority. Charges will be made and arrest warrants will be issued for people who have committed criminal acts,” Rexhepi told the paper. “In the short period of time we cannot give any dates, because we have to hold talks and coordinate the work. A plan is required for this.”
Serbs in the north divided (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the illegal Serb representatives of the north have been divided over the issue of the barricades. During a meeting with Serbian President Tadic on Sunday, the illegal mayors of four northern municipalities were told to allow KFOR and EULEX to move in the north, but three of them who do not belong to Tadic’s party are insisting that barricades should remain in place. 
Meanwhile, Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic said the “unrealistic” requests of the mayors would further aggravate the existing crisis between KFOR and protesters who are staying at the barricades. 
Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, said if permission is granted to transport customs and police officers to Jarinje and Brnjak, this would shake the political position of certain leaders in the north who have built this position for 12 years now. 
KFOR waits for winter (Zëri)

Zëri quotes a senior international official on the front page as saying that KFOR troops will not rush to remove barricades in northern Kosovo and instead are waiting for winter and colder temperatures as a better option to act. The source added that KFOR believes that winter will be the time when barricades can be removed more easily without causing any casualties. 

“KFOR has the power to destroy the barricades, but it does intend to do so with force because it has other plans and it believes it can carry them out successfully. If we want to remove barricades, KFOR has all the necessary capacities to do so, but we are waiting for ordinary residents from the north to grow extremely tired with gang leaders who are setting up barricades and are forcing them to stay there,” the source added.

Obama supports KFOR actions in the north (dailies)

Dailies report that U.S. President Barack Obama and the Defense Secretary, Leon Panetta, have been informed about the clashes in the north of Kosovo and for the professional reaction of American soldiers. U.S. General Craig R. McKinley, during a visit to Bondsteel, said he conveys President Obama’s support for KFOR’s efforts to secure freedom of movement in northern Kosovo. 

“News about clashes in the northern part of Kosovo and the professional response by U.S. forces have reached the Secretary of Defense and the President,” McKinley told soldiers. He also said the heads of U.S. Armed Forces and President Obama were happy with the work of KFOR and they expressed support for the efforts of peacekeeping forces in northern Kosovo.
Clark: Kosovo is not a Serb land (dailies)

Dailies reported that retired U.S. General Wesley Clark, who led the NATO campaign over Serbia in 1999, said that current tensions in northern Kosovo are part of efforts for consolidating the state. Clark said Serbs would still have a cultural connection with Kosovo but added that the latter is not their land. 

Clark, former commander of NATO forces, said this is a process which must overcome. “Kosovo Albanians, which is their state, should take the customs obligations. At the same time, Serbia should leave its citizens in north of Kosovo. They will always have cultural connection, but it is not their land,” Clark added. 
Thaçi is clearly willing to meet Tadic (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports in the one of the front-page stories that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is clearly willing to meet Serbian President Boris Tadic. “We are the two most voted leaders in our countries, President Tadic and I. Certainly, in the interest of both states, our nations, in the interest of peace, stability, cooperation and the Euro-Atlantic perspective, I would meet President Tadic, because we have met in the past too. Every meeting, every conversation, every dialogue for inter-state interests is in everyone’s interest,” Thaçi is quoted as saying on the front page. 

Kandic: Serbia should accept Ahtisaari’s Plan (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Director of the Fund for Humanitarian Right, Natasa Kandic, said that Serbia should accept Ahtisaari’s Plan for Kosovo, because in two months, it might be late. She expressed fair that if Belgrade does not accept Ahtisaari’s Plan, it might happen what happened with the non-acceptance of the “Z-4” plan for Serbs in Croatia. 

“No one obliges Serbia to recognize Kosovo, but it should establish cooperation, and extend hand to Kosovo, because this is in the interest of Serbs in Kosovo and historical reconciliation that is necessary,” said Kandic for B92. She added that barricades stop Serbia on its European integration, adding that placing wood on the roads has always ended badly for Serbs, who fled Knin in lines. 

Serbia lobbying for division of Kosovo (dailies) 

Dailies report that official Belgrade has started an intensive lobbying to assure international support for division of Kosovo. Zëri reports that except for being reported in Serbian media, this has been confirmed by Belgrade officials to this daily. 
“One of our options that is being discussed with internationals is division of Kosovo. However, we have to admit that so far, we could not find the required support for this idea. This because of the fear from the countries of the region that with the division of Kosovo, many other countries would demand the same thing,” said a Serbian official who preferred to remain anonymous. 
He added that the most certain issue is that no matter what happens, Serbia will not give up on Kosovo, at least a part of it, as a final solution. “We do not see another solution here,” he said. 

Fitou explains word “fascism,” Vetëvendosje calls him “racist” (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the French Ambassador in Kosovo, Jean Francois Fitou and Vetëvendosje activists “argued” on Tuesday during a debate held regarding the participation of youth on decision-making, organized by some NGOs. While Ambassador Fitou held initially a speech on this process, Vetëvendosje activists requested from him clarification regarding his statement a day earlier, that their behavior was fascistic, when they tried to stop the speech of Minister of Interior Bajram Rexhepi, during a debate on visa liberalization. “As far as the approach of youth towards politics is concerned, yesterday, together with Minister Rexhepi, whom I am not trying to defend in this case, however we had an interruption by some individuals, and I do not want to tell them to not do this,, but I want to say that you are the youth that creates the future of the country,” said Fitou. “You should be the ones to prevent interruption of debate and putting someone in a ridiculous position during a debate,” said Ambassador Fitou, adding that this was another proof that Kosovo is a country of paradoxes. 

Rron Gjinovci from Vetëvendosje movement addressed the Ambassador saying that although he feels insulted by his statements a day earlier, France served as an example on how to be participants on decision making. He further requested from the Ambassador to explain his statement that Kosovo is a country of paradoxes, saying that “Mr. Ambassador, to my opinion, you have a racist point of view for Kosovo population.” 
Thaçi calls on foreign investors to come to Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies report that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi attended the Vienna Economic Forum on Tuesday where he said that among the main reasons why foreign companies should be interested in Kosovo is the young workforce, which is enthusiastic and willing to gain new knowledge and skills. Koha Ditore notes that although a World Bank report ranks Kosovo in the 174th place for doing business, Thaçi said during his speech that Kosovo offers good opportunities and institutional support for foreign investors.

“Kosovo needs substantial investments in all economic sectors. Kosovo also provides opportunities and institutional support for investors. Therefore, in order to see the investment opportunities and the reasons why you should invest in Kosovo, I invite you to visit Kosovo, to meet respective institutions and business associations,” Thaçi was quoted as saying.
Krasniqi: Kosovo and Romania to have parliamentary cooperation (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that a delegation from Romania composed from representatives of senate, civil society and Romanian media has been welcomed on Tuesday from the head of Kosovo Assembly, Jakup Krasniqi. The delegation from Romania, which is one of the five countries which has not recognized Kosovo as independent state, the head of legislation, Jakup Krasniqi, has evaluated as necessary the cooperation between both Parliaments. The arrival of Romanian delegation has been made possible from the Kosovar Foundation for Open Society KFOS and is an effort of this Foundation to change public opinion of the states which did not recognize independence of Kosovo.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Government will face request to remove barricades

· Rexhepi indicates arrests after removal of barricades

· Obama supports KFOR actions in the north

· Clark: Kosovo is not Serbian land

· Thaçi calls on foreign investors to come to Kosovo

· Northern Serbs divided

· Fitou explains words “fascism”, Vetëvendosje calls him “racist”

Other headlines

· Kandic: Serbia should accept Ahtisaari Plan (3)

· Krasniqi: Kosovo and Romania should have parliamentary cooperation (4)

· Procurement chief accused of damaging police budget with €280.000 (5)

· Only five prosecutors combat organized crime (6)

Zëri
Front page

· KFOR waits for winter

· Thaçi in a motion about the north

· Fitou does not regret his statement

· Serbia looking for allies for Kosovo’s division

· The futile work of reporters and civil society

· Kurti: Letter to the French Ambassador

Other headlines

· Clark: Serbia should move out from northern Kosovo (2)

· KFOR unmasked Belgrade (2)

· EULEX calls for removal of barricades (2)

· Serbia is manipulating the situation (2)

· Plus: Borko comes to his senses (4)

· Minus: Fitou: Dialogue has not failed (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Police official accused for harming the budget of the state for €280.000

· Court invitation with false signature

· KFOR refuses conditions of barricading Serbs 

Other headlines

· Thaçi’s motion, Vetëvendosje delays LDK request (2)

· Fitou does not change his words on Vetëvendosje (2)

· Krasniqi informs Romanians about legislation (4)

· Clark: Internationals facilitate the process in the north (4)

· Topi requests implementation of the right at Presevo Valley (4)

· Thaçi invites foreign investors (6)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Obama supports KFOR in the north

· Setback

· Thaçi obviously ready to meet Tadic

· Barricades remain, KFOR observes

Other headlines

· Thaçi: Kosovo economy is open (2)

· Clark: Kosovo is not a Serbian land (2)

· Serbia lobbying for division of Kosovo (2)

· Topi meets representatives of Presevo Valley (2)

· Stefanovic: Requests of Serbs of the north, “unrealistic” (3)

· Fitou: Dialogue has not failed (5)

· Thaçi confesses on the north (6)

· “Fascism is not only violence” (6)

Express
Front page

· They burn alive

· They fight him in the forum

· KEK heritage

· They remain alone

Other headlines

· Imer Mushkolaj: Tom, we don’t have electricity (2)

· Dialogue did not fail (4)

· President, many meetings in Croatia (5)

· Serbia should remove from the north of Kosovo (6)

· The north in the Parliament (6)

· Many proposals (6)

· Drunk barricaders arrested (8)

· OSCE encourages investigative journalists (9)

· European support (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Corruption and crime are little investigated and not judged at all

· Obama supports KFOR actions

Other headlines

· KFOR, free movement to be achieved without conditions (2)

· EULEX requests removal of barricades (2)

· Clark: Kosovo is not the place of Serbia, it is of Albanians (3)

· Marnhac offers two models for the movement of EULEX (3)

· Belgrade warns Serbs, unreal requests (3)

· Fitou: When someone interrupts someone’s speech it is fascism (4)

· KFOR: point 31 open for traffic (4)

· Are parallel structures being factorized from KFOR (4)

· Graçanica: They are informed about vehicle registration (6)

· Krasniqi welcomed one delegation from Romani (6)

· Serbia lobbies for the division of Kosovo (7)

· Prime Minister Thaçi to be questioned about the situation in the north (8)

· Serbs show their guns and bombs in the barricades (10)
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