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· European MPs call for accountability for EULEX’s failures (Koha Ditore)

· Northern Serbs to hold referendum on February 15 (Koha Ditore)

· Tahiri: EU doesn’t want another Cyprus (dailies)

· Deda prefers the model of east and west Germany (Koha)

· Krasniqi: We’ll see later (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
European MPs call for accountability for EULEX’s failures (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that there is growing criticism in the European Parliament about the work of the EU rule-of-law mission (EULEX) in Kosovo. While diplomats of EU member states express their dissatisfaction in private meetings, the number of critics in the European Parliament about the work of EULEX is constantly growing.

Some members of the European Parliament note that EULEX has conducted “very few or no” investigations on high-level corruption cases in Kosovo and on the suspected connection between political structures and organized crime. European MPs request that EULEX, which according to them spends around €100 million of European taxpayer money a year, to have greater responsibility and accountability.
Northern Serbs to hold referendum on February 15 (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the so-called mayors of the parallel Serb municipalities in northern Kosovo said on Sunday that the directive of the Serbian Government for free movement in crossing points with Kosovo is unacceptable. After the meeting it was said that the municipal assemblies in northern Kosovo will decide to announce a referendum where citizens would declare if they want Albanian institutions in the northern part of Kosovo. The referendum will most probably be held on February 15. “The directive has greatly damaged Serbs that don’t live in Serbia and we don’t agree with it,” said Krstimir Pantic, mayor of Mitrovica municipality, adding that barricades in northern Kosovo will remain but Serbs will not go into conflict with KFOR and EULEX troops.

Tahiri: EU doesn’t want another Cyprus (dailies)

Several dailies cover an interview that Kosovo chief negotiator Edita Tahiri gave to Turkish newspaper Zaman. Commenting on the fact that Serbia did not get the candidate status for EU membership, Tahiri said it is clear that the European Union does not want another Cyprus in its midst. “The European Union has made it clear that it doesn’t want to import another problem like Cyprus,” she said, adding that Kosovo and Serbia’s paths toward the EU are long.

Asked if Kosovo will resume dialogue even if Serbia doesn’t implement any of the agreements, Tahiri said, “We are committed to dialogue and regional cooperation. We believe that the future of the region lies in dialogue and cooperation. We favor dialogue. What we want to see however is the EU, as a guarantor, to make progress by using diplomacy and postponing the candidacy.”
Deda prefers the model of east and west Germany (Koha)

In an interview for Dnevnik, Ilir Deda, advisor to Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga, said that United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 does not correspond with the situation in Kosovo and added that the most realistic option to normalize relations between Serbia and Kosovo is the former model of East and West Germany. “This model would serve to build new relations between the two states. Afterwards, there will be a full stabilization of the situation in Western Balkans,” Deda added. Express recalls on the front page that the model was ruled out by the most powerful European countries with the pretext that it cannot be applied in relations between Pristina and Belgrade.

Krasniqi: We’ll see later (Express)

Express runs as the front-page story an interview with Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi, highlighting his statement that he will wait to see the constitutional amendments before deciding whether he will run for the post of Kosovo President. “Without constitutional amendments, without discussions in the party, I will not think about this matter,” he added.

The paper notes that Krasniqi lately is making softer public statements about agreements with Serbia, acknowledging that something positive have been achieved. “Taking into consideration the agreements reached between the two countries and the latest developments, there are more positive movements than what was initially expected,” Krasniqi said.
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