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Main Stories                     27 January 2011
__________________________________________________
· New operational plan for the north starts in February (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX Head Prosecutor meets Serb Prosecutor for war crimes (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX confuses Kosovo with Columbia (Zëri)

· Tadic requests special mechanism for investigations (Koha Ditore)

· Kocijancic: Investigations should be based on evidence (Epoka e Re) 

· Retrial for Llap Group (dailies)

· Krasniqi: I can appoint the candidate (Express)

· Call for witness protection and reconciliation between the countries of former Yugoslavia (Koha Ditore)

· Imeri: UNMIK manipulating Albanian residents of Leposavic (Koha Ditore)

· Meetings of CEFTA representatives will not start in Pristina (Koha Ditore) 

· BBC in Albanian to be closed (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

New operational plan for the north starts in February (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the latest evaluation on the deterioration of the security situation in the north has made that the law enforcement agencies to start drafting a new operational plan which has to do with the reorganization of the Kosovo Police, EULEX and KFOR. Security expert, Ramadan Qehaja, evaluated that EULEX except for deploying in the north, did not achieve any success there. Kosovo Police, EULEX and KFOR are drafting a new operational plan for changing the way of policing in the north of Kosovo after the latest events which happened in that part. In fact, the latest events which happened in the north have also changed the concept of fighting the organized crime and smuggling, while making the law enforcement agencies unite their forces. Unnamed sources said that since the beginning of January, after the incidents with license plates, the setting on fire of a police commander’s car and the hesitation of Serb members of the Kosovo Police to implement orders for confiscation of license plates in the north, the security situation has started to deteriorate even more. The alarm for deterioration of the situation has also been increased due to the attacks against EULEX and OSCE officials in the north.

EULEX chief prosecutor meets Serb prosecutor for war crimes (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the chief prosecutor of the Kosovo Special Prosecution, Izabela Arnal, has met on Wednesday with the Serb prosecutor for war crimes, Vladimir Vukcevic, with whom she discussed undertaking joint steps about the information offered in Dick Marty’s report about organ trafficking. According to Serb media reports, the meeting has been held on the occasion of the approval of the resolution for organ trafficking in Kosovo during the parliamentary session of the Council of Europe. 
Meantime, EULEX continues to state that it won’t start investigations about organ trafficking until the facts are offered and it preferred not to reveal the details of the talks which the chief prosecutor Arnal had with the Serb prosecutor, Vukcevic in Belgrade. “Details of these meetings will remain confidential for objective reasons,” said the EULEX Spokesman, Blerim Krasniqi. 

EULEX confuses Kosovo with Columbia (Zëri)

The paper writes that tens of prosecutors from the Balkans and the EU attending a conference last year in Dubrovnik, Croatia were under the impression that they were hearing a story from Columbia during the speech of the EULEX prosecutor Gabrielle Walentich who said 4-5 tons of heroin pass through Kosovo in a day. “Around 80 percent of heroin seized in Europe is transported through the Balkans with trucks, cars and buses to certain destinations. More than half of it is considered to pass through Kosovo, each day 4-5 tons of heroin,” said Walentich in her presentation. Kosovo lawyer Tomë Gashi who also took part in the conference asked the prosecutor if perhaps she made a technical mistake in her presentation but she insisted she was presenting information that EULEX has. Sources within EULEX told the paper that on the dates the conference was held, Walentich was on annual leave and EULEX has no information of such a presentation.

Tadic requests special mechanism for investigations (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that for the President of Serbia, Boris Tadic, EULEX is not enough to conduct investigations into Marty’s allegations. According to him, the accusations of Dick Marty should be investigated by a special international mechanism which has only one address. Serb President used one of his speeches in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, where he talked about reconciliation with nations of former Yugoslavia, to thank this institution for the approval of the resolution on the basis of Marty’s report and to call for investigations by a special mechanism. Tadic during his speech said that no actual institution has a mandate to investigate the accusations made in Marty’s report.  

Kocijancic: Investigations should be based on evidence (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the Spokesperson of the EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Catherine Ashton, Maja Kocijancic, said on Wednesday that EULEX has sent two letters to the rapporteur of the Council of Europe, Dick Marty, regarding the trade with human organs. She said that the EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, is in continuous contact with NATO General Secretary Anders Fogh Rasmussen. Kocijancic added that the EU is ready to start investigations, that this has been discussed among the member states, however she added that the EU is waiting for acceptable and sufficient evidence in order to do so.  

Retrial for Llap Group (dailies)

Kosovo Supreme Court decided on the appeal made by Rrustem Mustafa, Latif Gashi and Nazif Mehmeti by sending their case on partial retrial while upholding the previous court’s decision on two other counts. “The issue has been sent on retrial for essential violations of penal procedure because the decision of the first instance does not contain the elements a decision should,” said the one of the lawyers for the defendants Fazli Balaj. 

Krasniqi: I can appoint the candidate (Express)

Express quotes acting president Jakup Krasniqi as saying that he doesn’t have any legal or constitutional obstacles to mandate the future Kosovo Prime Minister. “I can do that,” he said. 
As for the new president, Krasniqi said it should be a well known national figure, personality who has moral and physical and intellectual energy. “I did not show my ambitions yet for the new institutions,” added Krasniqi in an interview for the paper.

Call for witness protection and reconciliation between the countries of former Yugoslavia (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that one day after the approval of the resolution which supports the report of Dick Marty, Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe has approved three other resolutions for Kosovo and the region. In one resolution the Council requests protection of witnesses, in another it requests cooperation with The Hague Tribunal, while in the third resolution calls for reconciliation and the dialogue between the entities in the territory of former Yugoslavia. All the three resolutions have been approved on the basis of the reports of CoE rapporteurs. One of the resolutions is based on the report of the parliamentarian, Jean Charles Gardetto, who evaluated that Kosovo stands the worst as far as witness protection is concerned. The approved resolution on witness protection calls on Kosovo authorities, to take seriously the issue and create legal base for it. Resolution also calls on EULEX to help Kosovo in this issue and to continue with the program of witness protection. 

Imeri: UNMIK manipulating Albanian residents of Leposavic (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that according to a local representative from Leposavic Haki Imeri, UNMIK officials in Leposavic are manipulating Albanian residents of three villages from the municipality by making them speak to Serbia’s parallel structures. “UNMIK administrator in Leposavic Lila Galieva, Steffan Fledrich also from UNMIK and a driver by the name of Ljubisa came on Monday to the village of Bistrica and manipulated a group of residents and took them to talks with Branko Ninic, mayor of the so-called Serbia’s parallel municipality,” said Imeri for the paper. In the meeting, Ninic apparently told the residents that they will give aid to them and employment in Leposavic municipality. 

Meetings of CEFTA representatives will not start in Pristina (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that representatives of the member states for free trade agreement CEFTA will travel to Brussels in March for the first meeting of this year presided by Kosovo. According to the officials of the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the meeting out of the country, does not mean that Kosovo has lost its right to preside. “The first meeting will be held in Brussels, while the other ones will take place in Kosovo,” said Ministry’s director of the Department for Trade and Industry, Flamur Keqa. He added that as it was the case in the past, a number of meetings would take place in some of the member states. According to him, Kosovars will represent Kosovo in Brussels and not UNMIK.    

BBC in Albanian to be closed (Koha Ditore)

The BBC World Service has informed on Tuesday that it will close the services in five languages – Macedonian, Portuguese for Africa, Serbian and Albanian and the English service for the Caribbean region. The Director of the BBC global news, Peter Horrocks, said that “those closure are not a reflection of the work services or individual programs, they are very important for their audiences and for BBC. This happens, simply, because there is need for savings, because of the grant cuts in the financing for the BBC World Service from the Foreign Ministry of the United Kingdom and we have to reflect our efforts in the languages where it exist bigger need and where we have much more influence”, emphasized Horrocks.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· EULEX chief prosecutor meets Serb prosecutor for war crimes

· New operational plan for the north to start in February

· CoE calls for protection of witnesses and reconciliation between former Yugoslav countries     

Other headlines

· Tadic requests special mechanism for investigations (2)

· BBC in Albanian closes down (2)

· New government with a mixed programme (3)

· Imeri: UNMIK manipulating Albanian residents of Leposavic (4)

· Llap Group in retrial again (5)

· Makolli: Pristina-Belgrade talks not without investigations into Marty’s allegations (5)

· Meetings of CEFTA representatives will not start in Pristina (9)

Zëri
Front page

· EULEX confuses Kosovo with Columbia 

· Highway ‘eats up’ another 250 million euros 

· Hillary Clinton thanks Kuçi

· Slander in favour of Serb cause

· Haliti without Thaçi in Morning Prayer

Other headlines

· EULEX: No investigations without evidence (2)

· Protection of witnesses guaranteed (2)

· Dialogue ‘hostage’ of Marty’s accusations (5)

· Serb prosecutor meets EULEX (8)

· Retrial again for Llap Group (9)

· Albanian votes for Marty (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· EU does not investigate former KLA leaders

· Dell: Do the election reform 

· Retrial for Llap group 

· Difficult for Albanians without internationals

Other headlines

· The millions of elections (2)

· We are affected (3)

· Three additional resolutions (3)

· Secretary of State Clinton, thanks Kuçi (3)

· Serbs divided on joining the Government (4)

· Waiting for the constitution of the institutions (4)

· Privatization of KEK distribution and provision (7)

· Shala does not apply for Governor (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK might also hold the post of the President

· Berisha: Marty’s report, a racist fabrication

· Pal Lekaj also for coalition with PDK

· Partially trialed 

· Insult for the victims

· EULEX does not start investigations without concrete evidence 

Other headlines

· Kocijancic: Investigations should be based on evidence (2)

· Council of Europe endorses three resolution for Balkans (3)

· Kosovo or EU, a dangerous dilemma (3)

· Teachers sign the lists of increased salaries (5)

· This is PDK’s final list (6)

Express

Front page

· Krasniqi: I can also do it

· Albin’s deputies

· Retrial for Llap group

· Economic morning 

Other headlines

· Latifi: Victims of media hyper-reality  (3)

· Clinton thanks Kuçi (4)

· Jeremic: EU, the main goal (5)

· PDK list (5)

· Excludes EULEX (6)

· EU: Show us evidence on Thaçi (6)

· Resolution impedes discussions (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kosovo to request the investigation of Serb crimes towards Albanians

Other headlines

· Berisha: Report of Dick Marty racist and anti-Albanian (2) 

· BBC closes Albanian service (2)

· Resolution which insults tens of thousands victims massacred by Serbs (3)

· Pacolli, Haliti, … “Morning prayer” (4)

· Supreme court returned Llapi Group in retrial (6)
· Germany is expecting cooperation between Kosovo, Albania and Serbia (7)

Infopress
Front page

· From victims he turned us into criminals 

· Ashton: We need evidence

· Government in two weeks

· Partial retrial for Llap Group

Other headlines

· Gardetto removes the ‘dead’ from his report (2)

· Marty report, racist (2)

· Attack near Osojan condemned (3)

· Jeremic: The EU or Kosovo condition undermines peace (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights   26 January

· PACE adopts Marty’s resolution (Politika/Blic/Novosti/Danas)

· Tadic for urgent investigation (Tanjug)

· Micunovic: Marty knew what kind of storm his report would cause (Politika/Blic)

· Bogdanovic: Marty’s report leading to the truth (Tanjug)

· Aligrudic: First time on crimes against Serbs (Politika)

· Politicians in B&H without political culture (Politika)

PACE adopts Marty’s resolution (Politika/Blic/Novosti/Danas)

The Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE) in Strasbourg adopted yesterday, with 169 votes in favor and eight votes against, the resolution on human organ trafficking in Kosovo. The resolution calls on the international community and governments in Belgrade, Pristina, as well as in Albania, to undertake measures in order to clear up the crimes. The assembly voted on amendments submitted to the draft, accepting two proposed by Dick Marty, and rejecting “most others filed by Albanian members, attempting to water down the document,” Beta reports. 

Tadic for urgent investigation (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic has welcomed the adoption of Marty’s resolution and demanded an urgent, complete and independent investigation into the allegations from this document. In his address to the PACE MPs, Tadic said that reconciliation was Serbia’s strategic and moral imperative and called on the countries of the region for a joint fight against organized crime. He pointed out that this evil threatened politics, the economy and society and advocated the forming of a strategic alliance against organized crime. “If we don’t cooperate in fighting this horrible threat, the region and my country will be prevented from achieving the most important aspirations,” said Tadic.

Micunovic: Marty knew what kind of storm his report would cause (Politika/Blic)

The head of the Serbian parliamentary delegation in Strasbourg Dragoljub Micunovic at first congratulated Marty at his personal courage in drafting the report. “Mr. Marty knew what kind of storm his report would cause. However, the question remains as to why has there been silence on this for such a long time? The political dimension is obvious,” said Micunovic. “This was a big day for the CoE, a day for confirming its credibility and satisfaction for Serbia. This decision has opened a big new chapter of investigating the dark parts of history – for the big moral victory,” Micunovic told Blic. “It wasn’t easy to pass a decision on adopting a resolution that demands the investigation on the heinous KLA crimes, including Hashim Thaqi himself, the current Kosovo Premier, until recently the hero of the creation of an independent state,” said Micunovic.

Bogdanovic: Marty’s report leading to the truth (Tanjug)

“The decision of the delegates in the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly to adopt Marty’s report represents an important step towards revealing the truth about the events in the province,” stated Serbian Minister for Kosovo and Metohija Goran Bogdanovic. He has stressed that now on the move are investigative bodies of EULEX, who must perform a thorough and unbiased investigation on Marty’s claims. Bogdanovic has called the international community to do everything and protect the witnesses in that process. “I hope the commencement of the investigation on organ trafficking will not lack the strong support of the U.S. and EU member-states, because unveiling the truth in that regard will lead to reconciliation and stabilization in the region,” concluded Bogdanovic. 

Aligrudic: First time on crimes against Serbs (Politika)

“This resolution is significant for all families of missing persons in Kosovo and Metohija and for all victims of violence perpetrated by those who fought for the ideal of the so-called independent Kosovo with brutal and inhuman means against the civil population, primarily the Serbs and other non-Albanians. It is also significant for Serbia on the whole, because, this is the first open debate at such level on the crimes against Serbs and the political protection that the perpetrators have had just because they were performing the task of creating the so-called independent Kosovo. For me, this resolution shows that the so-called state of Kosovo is based not only on the violation of international law and the bombardment and occupation of Serbia, but also on grave crimes against ordinary people,” Serbian parliamentary delegation member from the Democratic Party of Serbia Milos Aligrudic said. 

Politicians in B&H without political culture (Politika)

Deputy Director General of the EU Enlargement Directorate Stefano Sanino has assessed in Sarajevo that the presence of the Office of the High Representative (OHR) in B&H shows that the political leaders in this country have not developed political culture and mentality in order to prove that they really think they need reforms through a constructive dialogue and compromise. He thinks that this political culture will “not change” if the OHR stays much longer which, according to him, isn’t helping the future EU candidacy of B&H.”When the political leaders become more constructive and when they refrain from unilateral moves, building a stable political atmosphere, the OHR will have less reason to be here,” said Sanino, recalling that the latter is one of the necessary conditions for closing down the OHR appointed by the Peace Implementation Council. B&H must assume responsibility and completely take the European integration process into its hands and speak with one voice, warned Sanino. “I expect B&H to progress and to show that reforms belong to itself so that international presence will not be necessary in the future,” he said and confirmed that the EU in any case continues dialogue with all authorities in B&H and monitors the association and harmonization of the legislature by way of adequate EU mechanisms.
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