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· Membership in IMF and World Bank to be signed on Monday (dailies) 

· Judges give oath of loyalty to the Constitution (dailies) 

· Agim Çeku says Serbia has deceived Interpol (dailies) 

· Vidovdan brings several Serbian Ministers to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Belgrade calls on Serbs in the north to stop protests (Zëri) 

· Return based on Belgrade’s order, bad sign for Police (Koha Ditore) 

· Kosovar and Serbian police clash at the border (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Membership in IMF and World Bank to be signed on Monday (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo’s President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi will sign on Monday Kosovo’s membership agreement with the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. These two international institutions accepted Kosovo in May and June, respectively, with a majority votes. 
Koha Ditore reports that Foreign Affairs Minister Skënder Hyseni and Minister for Economy and Finance Ahmet Shala will also be part of the delegation that travels to Washington for the signing. During their visit, they are expected to meet with senior U.S. State Department officials, including the number two of American diplomacy, Deputy Secretary of the State James Steinberg, as well as World Bank President Robert Zoellick. 
Judges give oath of loyalty to Constitution (dailies) 
Dailies report that yesterday the judges of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Kosovo gave their oath of duty to the President of the Republic Fatmir Sejdiu. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith attended the ceremony.
President Sejdiu called upon the judges to be in the service of the people and justice by upholding the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo, while Feith said that the ceremony marks the final act to complete the pillars of Kosovo’s new state institutions. 
Dailies also report that Judge Enver Hasani was elected President of the Constitutional Court. 

Agim Çeku says that Serbia deceived Interpol (dailies) 
Dailies report that even though released, former Kosovo Prime Minister Agim Çeku will be staying in Bulgaria for at least three more days. Çeku told Radio Kosova yesterday that some court procedures still had to be respected, and that he would have to wait three days in case the public prosecutor of Kyustendil city decides to appeal his release.
He said that his arrest by Bulgarian authorities was an unnecessary incident. “I had the chance, for the first time, to see the accusations made by Serbia and the Interpol arrest warrant. They are ridiculous. Serbia has deceived and lied to Interpol with made up and false information,” said Çeku, adding that he would hand over these documents to the Kosovo Government so that it can officially request Interpol to reject the accusations. 

Vidovdan brings several Serb Ministers to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that the State Secretary in Serbia’s Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, announced that senior officials from Serbia’s Government plan to visit Kosovo during this weekend to participate in the Vidovdan feast in Gazimestan, close to Obiliq.
According to Ivanovic, Serbian authorities have already informed the Office of the EU representative in Belgrade about the officials’ intention to travel to Kosovo. “With or without permission of Kosovo authorities, we will go to the feast,” Ivanovic told Koha Ditore. He explained that three Ministers from the Serbian Government, Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic, Minister of Culture Nebojsa Bradic and Minister of Religion Bogoljub Sijakovic, will join him. “This is a very important holiday, therefore we want to be among the people celebrating with them,” said Ivanovic. 

The Office of the EU Special Representative in Kosovo confirmed the request. “The EU seeks pragmatic solutions to the issues between Pristina and Belgrade, and continues to be ready to facilitate and help in finding practical solutions for practical issues, as happened in this case,” said Andy McGuffie, spokesperson of the International Civilian Office. 

Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said that Feith had forwarded the request for the visit of Serb officials, and that the executive of the country would take a decision soon.

Belgrade calls on Serbs in the north to stop protests (Zëri) 
Zëri reports that Serbia’s Government, as well as some local Serb representatives, appealed to citizens of the Serb community to remove the roadblocks on the roads leading to the border crossings between Kosovo and Serbia. Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that he does not see any reason for protests and roadblocks, considering that EULEX does not oblige anyone to pay customs to move goods from Serbia to Kosovo. If only evidence of the goods is required, the roadblocks only make the situation more tense. 
“At the moment when customs payments are applied without an agreement with Belgrade and local Serbs, I would be the first one to react and protest at these border crossings,” said Bogdanovic. 
Return based on Belgrade’s order, bad sign for the Police (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Police did not want to comment on the announcement of Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic that Serbia’s Government would soon take a decision to appeal on Kosovo Serbs to return to Kosovo Police. 

“We will continue to appeal to them to return, but despite this, the deadline of the Ministry for Internal Affairs will be respected,” said Kosovo Police spokesperson Arbër Beka. He assured Serb police officers that in case of their return, no disciplinary measures would be taken.
Security issues analyst Agim Musliu expressed concern regarding the eventual return of Serb police officers who have so far ignored the appeals of Kosovo institutions. “This proves that Serb police officers are loyal citizens of Serbia and employed at Serbia’s Ministry of Internal Affairs, and that they do not respect Kosovo institutions,” said Musliu.  

Kosovar and Serbian police clash at the border (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that residents of Karaçeva village in Kamenica protested on Friday afternoon against the entrance onto Kosovo territory of a Serbian police patrol. The village residents asked Kosovo Police for help, and Border Police Director Behar Selimi said that the situation became rather tense prior to the arrival of KFOR. “A Serbian patrol was started in a place where one has never come before, due to a silent agreement with KFOR. Our border police spoke to the Serbian patrol, and our police then stayed close by until KFOR arrived,” said Selimi. He explained that KFOR requested both sides to leave, and that village residents also left quietly. 

According to Selimi, the Serbian police were patrolling a part of territory considered as Kosovo’s by the village’s residents, but Serbia’s according to KFOR. “It is not a major problem, a Serbian patrol of two police officers arrived and established a check-point in a part that they consider to be theirs, and KFOR also considers that that part belongs to them. I sent a border police patrol, because we do not know whether that part is theirs,” said Selimi. According to him, KFOR gave the right to Serbs, while Kosovo border police will stay close to the village so that the residents do not to feel threatened. 

“KFOR is not allowing us to approach the borderline, because the green line is under their mandate, and they claim that Serbs are patrolling in their own territory,” said Selimi. This daily reports that its attempts to contact KFOR officials yesterday evening were unsuccessful.  

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
