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· Gates 1 and 31 under control, special police member dies (dailies)

· Assembly encourages government action in the north (dailies)

· Jahjaga: Right decision that has full support of the population (dailies) 

· Thaçi: We acted rightfully, there is no turning back (dailies) 

· ICO supports the Government action in the north (dailies)

· U.S. regrets action wasn’t coordinated with int’l community (dailies)

· EU against the police intervention (dailies)

· Fitou: Kosovo takes responsibility (dailies) 

· UNMIK condemns violence in the north (dailies)

· Gallucci: Pristina, with help from the U.S., is playing with fire (Zëri)

· Limaj intends to prove he was not in Kosovo during the last 6 months of the war (Koha Ditore) 
Kosovo Media Highlights
Gates 1 and 31 under control, special police member dies (dailies)
All dailies report on the front pages about the situation in northern Kosovo after the intervention by Kosovo Police special units to regain control over Gates 1 and 31 at the border with Serbia. Dailies note that police have managed to maintain control over the two gates but that a member of the special police passed away last night in Pristina Hospital as a result of head injuries from what is believed to have been sniper fire in an ambush near Zubin Potok.
Koha Ditore carries the front-page headline Executing sovereignty in the north claims life of a police officer. Law enforcement authorities have managed to deploy Kosovo customs officials and border police officers at Gates 1 and 31 in the northern part of the country, but it is not known if the intervention was successful as one police officer died and four others are injured.  
The paper quotes reliable sources as saying that there was an armed clash between ROSU units and groups of Serbs mobilized from parallel structures. The paper further notes that the Serbian state which has maintained control over the north for 12 years, deployed numerous armed members of the Serbian Gendarmerie. Sources from northern Kosovo told the paper that hundreds of Gendarmerie members took up positions in certain locations. 
All dailies report that opposition parties, civil society organizations, MPs and different committees have expressed support for the government’s intervention in the north and called on it not to back down. 

Dailies also report that Serbs have blocked all roads leading to the two border crossing points with Serbia. 

Assembly encourages government action in the north (dailies)

Dailies report that Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi and the heads of most parliamentary groups said on Tuesday that the police operation to regain control over Gates 1 and 31 is fully supported by constitutional order. 

Despite statements by EU representatives that the police intervention in the north was rushed and not harmonized with the international community, MPs insisted that local institutions should not back down from controlling the two gates which were a source of smuggling and corruption since the declaration of independence. They also argued that both the Constitution and the applicable laws support restoring control over the two gates. 

Jahjaga: Right decision that has full support of the population (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga supported the action of the Government. “It is a rightful decision that has the full support of the population and all political parties in Kosovo, and also the international support, because it is a sovereign and legitimate right of the state to have control over its entire territory,” said Jahjaga. She added that since Serbia withdrew from the last round of discussions without any reason and risked three other agreements that the delegations agreed upon, there is no other alternative except for the Republic of Kosovo, through legal and lawful means to extend its authority and govern its entire territory, and to fight smuggling and organized crime, one of the preconditions for integration in the European Union for Kosovo. 
Thaçi: We acted rightfully, there is no turning back (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Tuesday evening that he would not back down from his decision to establish control at Gates 1 and 31. “I have said that our partnership with the international community should be saved, however the Constitution and sovereignty of my country are sacred to me and go beyond any partnership and loyalty. Last night’s decision by the Government is a clear demonstration of our determination for law and order, and a  clear demonstration of our will to fight crime and corruption in every corner of Kosovo,” said Thaçi in a 12 minute speech.  

ICO supports the Government action in the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore notes that the International Civilian Organization (ICO) is the only international mission in Kosovo to officially support the Government in its actions in the north. ICO spokesman Andy McGuffie said that as in every sovereign country, the government has the right to take steps to ensure proper administration, including the control over its borders and customs. 

“Now it is of great importance to resolve this issue peacefully and through discussions and negotiations. No one will gain any advantage through violence. We also encourage the government to accompany its efforts for establishing administrative control in its territory with determined efforts to support its citizens in the northern part of the country,” McGuffie added.
U.S. regrets action wasn’t coordinated with intl community (dailies)

All dailies report that the U.S. State Department issued a statement regretting that the action by the Government of Kosovo to take control of border crossing points in the north was not coordinated with the international community.

“We call on the governments of Kosovo and Serbia to continue to work urgently to deescalate the situation. The U.S. strongly welcomes the actions of NATO’s peacekeeping force in Kosovo to deescalate the situation and for working on creating a safe and secure environment and we will continue to support KFOR and other international stakeholders in this task,” read the statement.

The U.S. State Department called on all parties to refrain from using violence. “The free movement of goods between Serbia and Kosovo should be addressed in the EU-faciliated dialogue. Unilateral actions by both parties – the unilateral embargo by Serbia on Kosovo products in 2008 and Kosovo’s latest decision for reciprocity measures, after both parties failed to reach an agreement on normalizing customs, has resulted in this dead-end road. We have faith in the EU management involved in dialogue and we call on both parties to immediately return to the negotiating table.” 
EU against the police intervention (dailies)

All dailies report that representatives of the European Union said the action by Kosovo authorities to bring under control Gates 1 and 31 was not useful. “The action was not carried out in consultation with the international community and the EU has not endorsed it,” said the EU representative in Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini, in a statement yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman for EU High Representative Catherine Ashton told Radio Free Europe that the EU would like the situation to cool. “It is crucial for the situation to be calm and to return to where we were. Our rule-of-law mission EULEX is ready to assist Kosovo authorities in this direction. Dialogue is the only way to resolve the issue of customs stamps and to reestablish free trade in both directions,” Kocijancic said.

Fitou: Kosovo takes responsibility (dailies) 

Dailies report that the French Ambassador to Kosovo Zhan Fransoa Fitou announced that the decision of the Government should be respected because it is its right to take such decisions. “We should respect it, like it or not,” said Fitou for Radio Dukagjini. “This decision has created a new situation and we should live with this situation. It is necessary to ensure peace,” he said. “I am convinced that organized crime will not be imported or exported from Kosovo given this new situation. The best possible thing would be for trafficking to stop now,” said Fitou.  He also suggested EULEX and Kosovo’s Government sit and discuss how best to implement the Government’s decisions. 

UNMIK condemns violence in the north (dailies)
Several dailies report that UNMIK officer in charge Robert Sorenson expressed deep regret over the situation in northern Kosovo and called on all parties to restrain from any action that could further aggravate the situation. Through a press release, Sorenson condemned the violence adding that dialogue based on mutual respect is the way to solve matters. 
“UNMIK is ready to assist in efforts for calming the situation. We call on all parties to work with EULEX and KFOR in restablishing order and solving issues through discussions and mutual understanding,” Sorenson added.
Gallucci: Pristina, with help from the U.S., is playing with fire (Zëri)

Zëri quotes Gerrard Gallucci, former UNMIK administrator for Mitrovica, as saying that the situation in northern Kosovo after Pristina’s efforts to deploy special police units at the border crossing points at Bernjak and Jarinje, could result in serious incidents. Gallucci namely wrote in his blog that facing pressure to join the European Union, Belgrade could agree with losing the north.
Limaj intends to prove he was not in Kosovo during the last 6 months of the war (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Fatmir Limaj will bring members of the Kosovo Liberation Army who were based at Headquarters to the court to prove his innocence. One day after the special prosecution of Kosovo raised the charges against him for war crimes against the civilian population and civilian and military prisoners, he has started to prepare his defense, by calling his fellow combatants to prove that he was not in Kosovo during the six month period for which he is accused. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Executing sovereignty in the north claims life of a policeman

· Assembly encourages government in executing sovereignty

· Jahjaga: Right action that has the support of the people

· U.S. regrets uncoordinated action

· Dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia on verge of failure

· ICO supports Government for action in the north

· Limaj will propose KLA General for witnesses

Other headlines

· UNMIK condemns “violence” in the north (2)

· Thaçi: We acted rightfully – there’s no going back (2)

· Police chief leaves duty without knowing reasons behind dismissal (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Statesmen!

· “We go, and we’re not coming back”

· United over the north

· U.S.: There was no coordination

· Gashi: The gates that united us

Other headlines

· U.S. not pleased (2)

· Pristina, with help from the U.S., is playing with fire (2)

· Çollaku: There is no agreement (2)

· Support for the police operation (3)

· Violation of sovereignty cannot be tolerated (5)

· Serbia could withdraw from talks (8)

· Pacolli and Kusari-Lila campaigning against Serbian products (9)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Gates 1 and 31 under control, Kosovo police officer dies

· Editorial: The north blows

· Thaçi: No going back

· Everyone united over the north

· AKR can block law on PAK

· Salustro accuses Limaj and nine former KLA members

Other headlines

· ICO supports intervention in the north (2)

· Fitou: Government took over responsibility (2)

· EU: No one asked us (2)

· Jahjaga: The right action (4)

· State Department regrets lack of coordination (4)

· UNMIK calls for self-restraint (4)

· Tadic: Dialogue is being threatened (4)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Gates kept

· Thaçi: Constitution and sovereignty are sacred 

· ROSU member Enver Zymberi passes away

· Defense confirms indictment against Limaj  

Other headlines

· Ashton: Thaçi and Tadic should calm the situation (2)

· Krasniqi: Internationals should support Government (3)

· ICO supports the action of the Government (3)

· Gentilini: Operation was not beneficial (3)

· Fitou: Let us respect the decision of Kosovo Government (3)

· Maloku: The state is recovering (5)

· Government and opposition united on the north (7)

· Jahjaga: A rightful decision (7)

· Veterans ready… (7)

· Foreign Policy Club: EU call to draw back is a call on illegality (7)

· Maliqi: Thaçi lied by his advisers (7)

Express
Front page

· The border hero

· Thaçi: We decide

· Reach the end

· EC: Stop the motorway 

Other headlines

· Kerquki: Death of stability (2)

· Selimi: Nothing unusual (3)

· The U.S.: Return to the dialogue immediately (4)

· Positive reciprocity (4)

· EU against intervention (4)

· Foreign Policy Club: EU should support Government (5)

· Fitou: Action of a sovereign state (5)

· Support the government (6)

· Tadic: We do not want war (6)

· Limaj’s trial in autumn (7)

· The power of the state (8)

Bota Sot
Front page

· PM Thaçi: Sovereignty is sacred, not partnership

· The north still in fire, Serb gangs shoot Kosovo Police 

· The new Kosovo hero, Enver Zymberi, passes away

· Ready to sacrifice, KSF to be engaged as well

· Maliqi: I did not object any order for intervention in the north 

Other headlines

· Establishment of law and order in everywhere , a Constitutional obligation (2)

· ICO supports action in the north (2)

· Prizren Rector Ronald Mynsh, resigns (2)

· Commission for integration hails police and establishment of sovereignty (3)

· Morina: Do not withdraw (5)

· Kosovo-Macedonian joint customs services (7)

· All united against Serbia and parallel structures in the North (8)
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