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· European disappointment grows with EULEX (Koha)

· Kuçi: Our patience is coming to an end (dailies)

· KFOR removes barricades, Serbs build barricades (Koha)

· Tahiri: We won’t talk about northern customs points (Epoka)

· Hiding the failure (Express) 

· Pack: Political dialogue can include discussions on the north (Koha) 

· Berisha: We lobbied for Kosovo in New York (dailies) 

· Spain requests new parameters in the discussion about Kosovo (Koha)

· Trial of Fatmir Limaj to commence in October (Koha)

· The future President, not even a member of a party (Koha) 

· Rrahim Pacolli elected leader of AKR (dailies)

· The headless state (Zëri)

· Sylejman Selimi abandons KSF with the direction to politics (Koha)

· Romanian police forces withdraw from Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

European disappointment grows with EULEX (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX is losing the support European officials. Diplomatic sources told Koha Ditore that the disappointment of member countries regarding the work of EULEX is rising steadily. The lack of concrete results in fighting crime and resolving the crisis in the north are the main disappointments expressed privately by member states.  In addition, EULEX has not even managed to spend the budget planned for this year, informed the sources. In regards to the budget and other difficulties the mission is facing, the sources shared that there will be a so-called “correction group” to set the mission back on track. One source, a European diplomat while being ironic said that “a mission which does not manage to spend its budget cannot be expected to fight organized crime”. 
Kuçi: Our patience is coming to an end (dailies)

Several dailies quote Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying that Kosovo institutions will work with full intensity in order to assure Serb citizens in northern Kosovo. “However, I must say one thing: our patience in this respect is coming to an end,” Kuçi added. Zëri meanwhile quotes opposition representatives and political analysts as saying that Kuçi’s remarks are nothing but an empty statement, one for daily consumption. Analysts also told the paper that as far as the north is concerned, the government is acting like an ordinary non-governmental organization—full of rhetoric and not action.  
KFOR removes barricades, Serbs build new barricades (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that on Monday evening KFOR soldiers began to remove the gravel, which Serbs in northern Mitrovica used to block the main road which leads to the border point in Jarinje. At the border crossing point itself the situation is tense but calm.  Serbian news agencies have not reported any riots, but they say there has been gravel placed again on the road. KFOR soldiers placed razor wire one hundred meters from the crossing in the direction of Leposavic and tanks throughout the road which leads to the KFOR base. As Serbian media reports, KFOR soldiers have placed check points at their base “Nothing Hill” in Leposavic, checking all citizens and vehicles who pass through there. Media reports they are also equipped with riot gear. 

Tahiri: We won’t talk about northern customs points (Epoka)

Epoka e Re quotes on the front page Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri as saying that the technical dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade in Brussels will not include the issue of customs points in northern Kosovo. Tahiri said the two delegations on Tuesday and Wednesday will discuss telecommunications, energy, regional cooperation and the (non)implementation of five agreements reached earlier in Brussels. 

Hiding the failure (Express) 

Express reports that Serbian Government failed to include the issue of the customs in the north, in the seventh round of the dialogue with Kosovo, to be held in Brussels, on Tuesday and Wednesday. Head of Serbian delegation in these discussions, justified this by saying that he will discuss this issue with internationals and not with the Kosovo delegation. “This means that we will have two discussions - one on the administrative border crossings, and one with the Pristina delegation on energy, telecommunications and regional initiatives,” said Stefanovic for Beta. Express reports that the danger for the delay of the meeting has not been completely eliminated. 

Pack: Political dialogue can include discussions on the north (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that voices which support the start of political dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia are increasing each day. The latest is European Deputy Doris Pack, who stressed for Radio Dukagjini that the issue of the north could be part of these discussions.

In the meantime, the Spokesperson of the EU High Representative, Catherine Ashton, Maja Kocijancic, said that a there cannot be discussions about a new dialogue, when the current dialogue is on-going. 
Pack supported the idea of the start of political dialogue, adding that that process is extremely important and that there is no reason to object to it. Asked whether the north would be part of these discussions, Pack said “Why not? If there are ideas to resolve this issue…these issues are discussed in the entire world, therefore I do not see any reason why Kosovo and Serbia should not be in talks.”  

Berisha: We lobbied for Kosovo in New York (dailies) 
Dailies report that Albania’s Prime Minister Sali Berisha said that Albania lobbied on behalf of Kosovo in New York. According to him, the issue of further recognition of Kosovo’s independence was in the focus of each meeting with Presidents or Prime Ministers of the different countries in the world. Berisha said that his visit to the U.S., where he participated at the 66th session of the United Nations, was the most intensive in his carrier. 

Spain requests new parameters in the discussion about Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Spanish Ambassador to Belgrade called for new parameters be set for the discussion about Kosovo and a final solution be found. The Spanish ambassador in Belgrade, Inigo De Palasio Espana, made this statement while commenting on the idea that Catalonia act as a model for the north of Kosovo. The Ambassador said that the Basque country’s autonomy, which is greater, would be a more appropriate model, even thought, he added the models cannot be exported.

Trial of Fatmir Limaj to commence in October (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that the District Court in Pristina will host one of the biggest war crimes trials in Kosovo at the end of October. Fatmir Limaj, member of the Kosovo Assembly, will face charges for war crimes against the civilian population and war crimes against prisoners of war. The crimes were allegedly committed in the village of Kleçkë from early 1999 until the end of the war in Kosovo. 

Sources close to the process told Koha Ditore that a possible date for the start of the trial is October 17. Meanwhile, EULEX officials did not specify a date but they did mention the end of October. “The date when the Kleçka trial will start has not been set yet, but it is expected to be around late October,” said EULEX spokesman Blerim Krasniqi. 

Attorneys of Limaj and nine other defendants meanwhile have complained that the room where the trial will be held does not meet conditions for a proper trial. 

The future President, not even a member of a party (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Head of the Assembly Commission for Constitutional Amendments, Arsim Bajrami, stated that constitutional changes that concern election of the President by population and which will be discussed in public debates, have clarified that the President will not be able to carry any other public position. Candidates for president can be proposed by political parties, as well as by the civil society. Representatives of these two have to collect 15 thousand signatures, in order to be able to start the competition for the president, he said. 

Rrahim Pacolli elected leader of AKR (dailies)

Several dailies report that Rrahim Pacolli, the brother of Behxhet Pacolli, has been elected leader of the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR). The party’s leading council elected Rrahim Pacolli as president with 65 votes in favor, no votes against and one abstention. Behxhet Pacolli left the post of AKR leader when he was elected President of Kosovo in February this year. After the Constitutional Court concluded that the Constitution was violated during his election, Pacolli abandoned the post of president and now holds the post of principal deputy prime minister. 

The headless state (Zëri)

Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that on Saturday night Kosovo was without its three principle leaders since President Atifete Jahjaga, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi were all at the same time outside Kosovo’s territory. “This can happen only in Kosovo,” the paper comments.
Sylejman Selimi abandons KSF to join politics (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Security Force will no longer have as its military leader General-Lieutenant Sylejman Selimi, as he has decided not to apply for another mandate. This was confirmed by Selimi in an exclusive interview for KTV, where he said he is ending his mission as the head of this force. He says that he is leaving the force because of family obligations and because he needs some rest. But Selimi does not deny or claim the possibility that after this rest that he will not enter politics.

Romanian police forces withdraw from Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that in December Romania will withdraw its 178 policemen from Kosovo. The office of the presidency in Bucharest has not given a reason for the withdrawal, but it says that the decision was taken by the defense council of the country. AFP reports that Romanian police forces in Kosovo are part of the European Union mission EULEX and KFOR. Romania is one of five EU countries which did not recognize the independence of Kosovo.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Europe’s growing disappointment with EULEX

· KFOR removes barricades, Serbs set up barricades

· Berisha: We lobbied for Kosovo in New York

· Sylejman Selimi abandons military, eyeing politics

· Future president, not even a party member

· Peja protests against killings

· AKR: Pacolli replaces Pacolli

· Ministry of Finance misses its predictions

Other headlines

· Maas: Pristina and Belgrade to discuss northern border crossings (2)

· Spain wants “new parameters” in discussions on Kosovo (2)

· Pack: Political dialogue can include northern Kosovo too (3)

· Fatmir Limaj’s trial to begin in late October (6)

Zëri

Front page

· The headless state

· Patience has an end

· Maas: Talks should include the north too!

· Xharra: A marionette or a president

· KFOR removes roadblocks in Jarinje

· Belgrade politicizes dialogue 

· EC, “slap” for institutions

· Kaçaniku: Do we have a European future?

Other headlines

· Talks face question mark (2)

· Haradinaj’s trial continues (2)

· Hoxhaj continues his lobbying (2)

· Plus: Civic maturity in the north and south (4)

· Minus: Pack: Talks can include the north too (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kosovo refuses discussions on the north

· Assembly incapable to dismiss at Kosovo Judicial Council

· KFOR removes blockade in Jarinje

Other headlines

· An international expert engaged on competencies (2)

· The first 87 Kosovo mediators, licensed (2)

· Pack supports Pristina – Belgrade political dialogue (3)

· There is no plan to unblock the roads (3)

· Romanian police forces to withdraw from Kosovo (4)

· Stefanovic accuses Serbian opposition over Kosovo (4)

· CEC does not make any proposals for election reform (4)

· 184 accused for corruption and violations this year (4)

· Kuleta and Bakalli deny transfer at AAK (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Tahiri: we will not discuss customs points in the north

· Kuçi: Our patience has a limit

· KFOR removed barricades in the north

· Klinaku: Neither with AAK nor with Government 

Other headlines

· Serb criminals to face court once again (2)

· Romanian police to withdraw from Kosovo (2)

· Stefanovic accuses Serbian opposition (2)

· Mass: Pristina and Belgrade to discuss situation in the north (2)

· Barricades make lives of citizens difficult (3)

· Rrahim Pacolli officially AKR leader (4)

Express
Front page

· Camouflages the failure 

· Group in itself

· Serbia softens a bit

Other headlines

· Patience is coming to the end (4)

· Sylejman Selimi abandons KSF (5)

· KFOR removes first barricade (5)

· To be talked about the north (6)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Until when it will be going in the north, only by helicopters?

· Rrahim Pacolli elected as AKR leader

· Berisha: We are lobbying with full potential for recognition of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Government has contradictory stances about the north (2)

· Urgently to be stopped MUP activity in the north (3)

· Jahjaga: Efforts to ensure many recognitions for Kosovo (5

· They have lobbied or they have just walked through the corridors of the UN (6)

· Ambassador Hill in Kosovo on Friday(6)

· Maas: Belgrade and pristina should talk about the situation in the north  (7)

· Enough with the “poison” from Serbia, we have our own products! (11)
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