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· Government wants added dynamics from KFOR to remove barricades (Koha) 

· Serbs open some barricades only for KFOR (dailies) 

· Engel: The northern part of Mitrovica belongs to Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

· They will return to the table of talks (Express/Kosova Sot)

· Jahjaga: EU should include all Balkans states (dailies) 

· Minorities condition Thaçi (Koha)

· Hoxhaj to ask for Kosovo’s membership at Council of Europe (Koha)
· Krasniqi: UNMIK to blame for setbacks in the economy (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Government wants added dynamics from KFOR to remove barricades (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that it has passed a week since KFOR started its action on removal of barricades in the north, however it did not manage to make passable none of the roads to the border crossings with Serbia. This is not the dynamics that Government wants, reports this daily, adding that the Government is playing the role of a spectator in this action. “A more accelerated dynamics is required,” stated Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi. “The dynamics is as soon as it is possible to remove all the barricades in Kosovo territory. This is a known request, and we repeat this with everyone,” he added.  

However, Assembly Chairperson Jakup Krasniqi stated that it is not true that KFOR is not moving and that it should be waited for the multinational force complete its job. “Look, it is not true that KFOR is not moving. KFOR has its own policies, its own command and it has the vision for resolution of this problem,” said Krasniqi, adding that for now, this is their responsibility and expressed faith that they will complete it. 

Serbs open some barricades only for KFOR (dailies) 

Dailies report that parallel structures informed the officials of NATO forces that that they would remove barricades from some of the roads in the northern part of Kosovo, only for KFOR. This decision of the parallel northern municipalities was made during their meeting held on Wednesday. The decision was confirmed by Serbia’s state secretary Oliver Ivanovic, who stressed that barricades will be removed partially, while the one on the bridge of River Ibër, will continue to remain there. 
Engel: The northern part of Mitrovica belongs to Kosovo (Epoka e Re)
In an interview for Pristina-based RTV21, U.S. Congress member and supporter of the Kosovo cause, Elliot Engel, said the northern part of Mitrovica belongs to Kosovo. “The northern part of Mitrovica is part of Kosovo and it is absolutely ridiculous for authorities from Belgrade to cross the border, enter and then go back. The Prime Minister was right when he decided to wield sovereignty throughout Kosovo’s territory, several weeks ago,” Engel said. 

Engel also said that KFOR should stop making ultimatums that it cannot keep and should instead give an ultimatum that it will uphold. “They must keep their own words, and we must be very clear that the authority in Kosovo is the government in Pristina and not the government in Belgrade. The authority in Mitrovica, in all of Mitrovica, is the government of Pristina not Belgrade. KFOR knows this and it should act upon this.” 
They will return to the table of talks (Express/Kosova Sot)

Express and Kosova Sot report that Serbia seems to have changed its position vis-à-vis technical dialogue with Kosovo. “European Union facilitator Robert Cooper received confirmation from both parties that they are ready to resume dialogue,” said Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman for EU High Representative Catherine Ashton. She however added that Cooper has not managed to get an exact date when the process will resume. “We hope the next round of dialogue will be held as soon as possible. At this point, I cannot confirm an exact date but you know that our facilitator, Robert Cooper, is in daily contact with Pristina and Belgrade to resume dialogue as soon as possible.”
Jahjaga: EU should include all Balkans states (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga met on Wednesday, in Zagreb with Croatian President Ivo Josipovic. This daily reports that President Jahjaga is participating at the international conference on the role of women in economical growth and development in South Eastern Europe. 

Kosovo Presidency informed through a press release that Jahjaga valued the relations of the Republic of Kosovo with the Republic of Croatia and stated that further cooperation between the two countries is required. She has congratulated President Josipovic on the achievements of the Republic of Croatia in the process of the reforms in the country that enabled Croatia’s possibility to join the European Union. She also stated during this meeting that the European Union would not be complete without inclusion of all Western Balkan countries. 

President Josipovic expressed support for Kosovo’s European agenda.  

Minorities condition Thaçi (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi is thinking of including in his government the political party led by Rada Trajkovic with the aim of securing a majority in the Kosovo Assembly. The ruling coalition namely wants to expand by including the United Serb List, the Kosovo Ashkali Democratic Party (PDAK) and the Serb Democratic Party for Kosovo and Metohija. Negotiations in this respect have already started. 

According to the paper, Trajkovic has asked for one ministry in order to join the ruling coalition, the PDAK has asked for the post of Deputy Minister for Returns and Communities. Meanwhile, if the government fails to meet the requests of these minority communities, it risks losing the parliamentary majority.

Hoxhaj to ask for Kosovo’s membership at Council of Europe (Koha)
The paper reports that the Kosovo Assembly European Integration Committee has decided on Wednesday that Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj will send two letters to the headquarters of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg as the first step in Kosovo’s request to join this organization. Vjosa Osmani, member of the parliamentary committee, said the Council of Europe would never make the offer for membership to Kosovo and that therefore the latter should initiate the membership request by itself.
Krasniqi: UNMIK to blame for setbacks in the economy (Koha)

During a visit at the Kosovo Business Alliance, Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi said fiscal, economic and bank policies are not all in favor of businesses. The legal infrastructure, Krasniqi argued, was drafted hastily and often had different interventions that had little impact on businesses. The UNMIK administration, according to Krasniqi, was one of the factors that led to economic setbacks in Kosovo. “Fiscal and economic policies set by internationals in the beginning created inequality for economic and business development in Kosovo. I am referring to the open market. It is easy for countries with developed economies and business to run an open market, but to ask for an open market economy from countries with a devastated economy means putting the country in face of major economic difficulties,” Krasniqi added. 
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Front page

· Government wants added dynamics from KFOR in removing barricades

· Next year’s budget, €1.5 billion

· Hoxhaj to call on Council of Europe to include Kosovo

· Minorities condition Thaçi

· Asselborn: Serbia must recognize Kosovo in order to join EU
· Kurti to Fuele: Concern over conclusions and recommendations

· Krasniqi: UNMIK to blame for setbacks in the economy
Other headlines

· Tadic: We have no agreement with German chancellor (2)

· Serbs remove some barricades only for KFOR (2)

· Increased number of Serbian politicians who oppose Belgrade’s position on Kosovo (2)

· Shllaku: Romanians saw a different Kosovo from what is presented (4)

· Jahjaga: EU will not be complete without Western Balkans states (4)

Kosova Sot
· Front page

· Barricades will be removed

· Resumption of dialogue is confirmed

· EU still does not implement trade preferences with Kosovo
· Other headlines

· Kosovo President meets Josipovic (4)

· Asselborn: Serbia will not join EU without recognizing Kosovo (4)

· Kurti: Fitou should apologize (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Show mercy for KFOR

· Kuçi: We do not discuss with Serbian illegals

· Minister Çeku for a three day visit in Turkey

· Reactions: No to closed lists and one election zone

Other headlines

· Tadic: Both Kosovo and EU (2)

· Jeremic: We do not recognize Kosovo today, nor tomorrow (2)

· Asselborn: Serbia should recognize Kosovo (2)

· Jahjaga: EU should include all Balkans countries (3)

· Engel: The north of Kosovo is Kosovo (4)

· Dade: We are going to ruin relations with Serbia because of Kosovo  (4)

· Serbs play with KFOR (4)

· Krasniqi: KFOR is moving, barricades will be removed (4)

· Rexhepi: Serbian parties keep Mitrovica in tension (5)

· Government ready for today’s parliamentary session (5)

Express

Front page

· The powerful of LDK

· Fines, hidden

· Government without a strategy

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Vetëvendosje is here (2)

· Haxhiu: Dialogue with Shkëlzen (3)

· Croatia supports Kosovo on its road towards EU (6)

· Malta supports us (6)

· Students to protest (4)

· KFOR pitied (8)

· Çeku in Turkey (8)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Academic Esat Stavileci does not know the date of independence 

· Jahjaga: Women are builders of bridges between communities and countries

· Engel: The north of Kosovo, north Mitrovica, is part of Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Luxemburg, Serbia should recognize Kosovo (2)

· Editorial: New hopes for the north (2)

· Kosovo should start the process of membership at CE (3)

· General Drews refuses the meeting with Serb representatives (3)

· President Jahjaga met Croatian President, Josipovic (4)

· Removal of barricades will happen without a compromise (6)

· “Apologize to us,” Kurti says to Ambassador Fitou (7)
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