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· The Quint countries foresee crisis (Zëri) 

· Marty does not trust EULEX (Koha Ditore)

· EU: EULEX is capable to protect witnesses (Epoka e Re)

· Giffoni: Take the report seriously (Kosova Sot) 

· SHIK financiers (Koha Ditore)

· Pacolli aims Presidency through “political trades” (Koha Ditore)

· Around 400.000 euros fines, for nine parties (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

The Quint countries foresee crisis (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the decision of the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, for increase of civil servants’ salaries, has alarmed representatives of the Quint countries. The latter, have met on Tuesday to discuss the recent political developments in the country, and only Thaçi’s decision for increase of salaries, was discussed for four hours. 

Reliable sources from this meeting, reportedly told Zëri that Quint representatives foresee a major budget crisis if this decision comes into power, and request from the Representative of the Civilian Office in Kosovo Pieter Feith, to directly object this decision. 

Despite of this, Kosovo teachers and health care staff have already signed increase of their salaries.

Marty does not trust EULEX (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Swiss reporteur of the Council of Europe, Dick Marty, said for a Serbian internet web-page Vesti, which is based in Frankfurt, Germany,  that EULEX is not capable to investigate the human organ trafficking. He stated an ad-hoc justice structure, out of Kosovo, should be established to investigate this case. “I don’t think that EULEX with its current manner of operating, and in they way it is organized, can conduct an investigation”, said Marty. He emphasized that the only reason for this is failure of the international structures to protect witnesses. “If we look at the justice system and international justice in the region, those structures were not able to protect witnesses. Whenever a case involves a senior level, or a case which affects a certain hierarchy of criminal level, evidence is not only made difficult, but impossible to be ensured. Witnesses and their families have been threatened and some also have been killed”, said Marty.

EU: EULEX is capable to protect witnesses (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports that the Spokesperson of the European Commission, Maja Kocijancic, stated on Thursday that EULEX is capable to conduct investigations on the claims of the Council of Europe, regarding the crimes and human organ trafficking in Kosovo. She added that EULEX in cooperation with European Union member states, also have the program for witness protection. Kocijancic made these objections after the assessment of the reporteur of the Council of Europe Dick Marty, that EULEX is not capable to commence investigations on these crimes or to protect witnesses and requested creation of a trustful, international mechanism to commence these investigations.

Giffoni: Take the report seriously (Kosova Sot) 

In an interview for Kosova Sot, the Italian Ambassador Michael Giffoni, said that Dick Marty’s report on organ trafficking should be taken seriously, by both local and international political class in Kosovo. He said that the report should be treated in a more detailed manner, and not with the created noise and by generalizing issues. “I consider that from the day of the publication of the report until now, Kosovo’s image has been more harmed by media’s superficial debates,” said Giffoni. He stated that issues treated in these debates were more generalized, adding that gathering of concrete facts, makes Kosovo’s image stronger, not weaker. 

SHIK financiers (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that according to the Intelligence of American KFOR, businesses which currently profit from public tenders, kept alive the Kosovo Intelligence Service, described in the report as police of the Democratic Party of Kosovo. The secret report of American intelligence, which covers the period from 2001 until the end of 2004, that this daily claims to posses, explains in details the on the manner that SHIK was financed. According to the report, SHIK had strong relations with a large number of criminal organizations, whose activities are based on illegal activities. The organization, which according to American intelligence operated as PDK police, counted up to 3000 members. Initially, the number of SHIK troops was the same as the number of KPC troops. The report of the American KFOR Intelligence, says that the major financiers of SHIK are Lesna and Agrollapi. This organization used Bedri Selmanaj’s two businesses for money laundering, Hotel Victory and Kosova Petrol.  Rrustem Mustafa and Latif Gashi are mentioned as two individuals who have put money into SHIK account. SHIK members also had connections with large corporations such as Dukagjini, Devolli and businesses of Kelmendi and Geci families.

Pacolli aims Presidency through “political trades” (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that on 10 December, Behgjet Pacolli made a commitment which said that he would become Kosovo’s President only if elected by the votes of citizens and not in any way by political or party deals. However, this daily reports that he has now given up from this statement. On Thursday, he made a new announcement which says that “If I am going to become a President, in a very short period of time, I would request change of the Constitution and would turn myself and the others to the citizens, who would be able to choose the President of Kosovo with their vote.

Fines for nine political parties, around 400.000 euros (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that even before the payment of the first and the second fines for not respecting elections silence, political parties are fined by the Elections Panel for Complaints and Appeals (ECAP) for the third time. Head of ECAP Secretariat, Mujë Desku, told Koha Ditore that the number of the imposed fines for political parties could not be left aside, due to the violations of 12 December, and 9 and 23 January. “During the elections process of the 12 December 2010, and re-voting of 9 and 23 January 2011, ECAP has imposed fines for the political parties in an estimated value of 377.450 euros. “PDK has been fined with 148.400 thousand euros, LDK with 88.050 euros, AAK with 73.600, AKR, 42.850, LDD 9.200 euros, Vetëvendosje with 6.250, FAIR 3.050, KDTP 3.050 and SLS with 3000 thousand euros. According to Desku, these fines have not been paid by the political parties despite the decision that the legal time frame for the payment is within 15 days after the decision was made.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Marty does not trust EULEX

· First the Assembly and President, then the Government

· Pacolli aims Presidency through “political bargaining’s

· Buhler says that the situation in the north has improved 

· SHIK financers 

Other headlines

· CEC tender given to “The Group,” investigated by the prosecution (2)

· CEC keeps the auditing report of political parties, closed (4)

· Return at Municipal Assembly divides LDK in Prizren (6)

· Murder of Skënder Limaj, in the hands of the Special Prosecution (7)

· Initial segments of the motorway expected to function in October (9)

· Robelli: Jasmine revolution (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Quint foresees crisis

· Buhler optimistic on the situation in the north

· EULEX visits to Belgrade become more frequent 

· They will leave again 

Other headlines

· Xharra: Thaçi should request investigations (2)

· Marko: Investigations about the truth (2)

· Lajic: EULEX should investigate (2)

· A Government without Thaçi (3)

· A non-party President (4)

· Marty concerned about witnesses (4)

· Increase of added value tax expected (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Giffoni: Take the report seriously

· Refki Suma vs Dick Marty

· AAK toward the Government

Other headlines

· PDK, LDK, AAK fined (2)

· Buhler reports to NATO (2)

· Investigations, under the monitoring of EU and U.S. (3)

· Marty: My report might remain only words in a piece of paper (4)

· Reconsidering Ahtisaari laws (4)

· Chambers, against AVT increase (6)

· Experts foresee a new agreement with IMF (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Zyrapi also in favor of PDK – AAK coalition 

· Prime Minister Thaçi invited at the Morning Prayers

Other headlines

· EU: EULEX is capable to protect witnesses(2)

· Marko: Marty gathered gossips that circulate for a long time (2)
· Podgorica does not change its position toward Kosovo (2)

· Demarcation of the border with Montenegro, in summer (3)

· We are clean (4)

· Census for the best of the citizens (7)

· Change of the laws from Ahtisaari’s package, requested (9)

· MEF: VAT does not go above 16 percent (8)

· Kosova Tex exports first jeans made in Kosova (8)

· Shkelzen Lluka, KPA director (9)

· They don’t even want USAID (10)

Express
Front page

· The first divisions at LDK

· Airport under mortgage 

Other headlines

· Return to the assembly divides LDK in Prizren (4)

· Offers, after certification (5)
· The report may remain only in paper (6)

· Three parties fined (6)

· It affects talks (6)

· Croatian apologizes for the insults of Albanians (7)

· Demarcation with Montenegro in summer (9)

· MUP members against USAID park (9)

· There is no raise of VAT (10)

· Kosovatex exports jeans (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Dick Marty: My task was limited in the statements made in Del Ponte’s book 
· Marty gathered gossips that circulate for a long time
Other headlines

· Assembly should start change of Constitution and Ahtisaari’s laws  (3)

· Teki Dervishi: Brussels coup in Kosovo and in Albania (5)

· First session of the Assembly in the second week of February (6)

· Buhler: Demarcation with Montenegro can end in summer (7)

· Ministry of health hopes that the law on health insurances will be approved this year (7)

· CEC soon to announce final results (9)

· The raise of VAT “fist” to the consumer (10)

· Hani i Elezit will sue Serbia for war crimes (11)

Infopress
Front page

· Another decision for Serb number plates

· Final results on Saturday

· Report with gossips

Other headlines

· Why did pensioners fail? (2)

· Thanks Africa for not recognizing Kosovo (2)
· Demarcation with Montenegro this summer (3)

· Ahtisaari laws difficult for implementation (4)

· Population census does not have a political character (5)

· The government condemns the attack on the returned Serb (5)
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