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· Thaçi: Belgrade stands behind these burnings (dailies) 

· Thaçi: EULEX fails to implement its mission (dailies)

· State able to control customs in the north only for two days (Koha Ditore) 

· Source: The Quint, NATO and even Tadic knew (Zëri)

· Fitou: EULEX should implement reciprocity (Zëri) 

· Russia accuses Kosovo authorities of provocation (Epoka e Re) 

· LDK leader calls on international community to support Kosovo Government (Express)

· UN Security Council to discuss on Kosovo behind closed doors (dailies)

· EULEX investigates killing of policeman and incidents in the north (dailies)

· Lunacek blames Serbia for escalation of situation in the north (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaçi: Belgrade stands behind these burnings (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi blames Belgrade for the burning of the border point in Jarinje, in the north of Kosovo. “Belgrade is behind the. These violent actions are ordered, coordinated and lead by the most senior political structures of Serbia’s Government,” said Thaçi at the press conference held in the late hours of Wednesday. He added that actions of the day again revealed publicly Belgrade’s policy towards Kosovo.” He said that it is clear that violent, criminal mobs, motivated and financed by Belgrade are trying to challenge the integrity of Kosovo. “But we will not fall into their trap. I call on you to remain calm and trust us and to believe in the institutions of the Kosovo state, KFOR and NATO. I guarantee rule and law will return. Trust in us. Remain calm. We will not back down. There will be progress for Kosovo,” he said. 

Thaçi: EULEX fails to implement its mission (dailies)

All dailies report that after the Government meeting yesterday, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi criticized the international community, especially the EULEX mission for failing to support the action aimed at establishing control in the two customs point in northern Kosovo. 
Zëri quotes Thaçi as saying that the EU mission is failing to implement its mandate, for which Kosovo invited it. He also added that since the end of the war, internationals never tried to establish order in the Serb-inhabited northern part of Kosovo. “We have failed in northern Mitrovica for 12 years. This situation must change and the only way this can happen is by making righteous decisions as we have done in the last two days, in close cooperation with the international community and other authorities in charge of rule of law. For 12 years now, the international community has failed to launch a single action to establish law and order in that region of the Republic of Kosovo. The current situation cannot be tolerated and no justification from anyone is acceptable. Reality itself speaks beyond any political statement,” Thaçi is quoted as saying in Koha Ditore.
Express reports on the front page that Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi was even more direct than Thaçi, saying that EULEX should either operate throughout the territory of Kosovo or leave.  

State able to control customs in the north for only two days (Koha Ditore) 
Koha Ditore reports that the Customs point in Jarinje at the border with Serbia, was set on fire Wednesday evening, only a few hours after the Government of Kosovo announced successful completion of the mission of the Police Special Units to take control of it and the border in Bënjak. EULEX Police Officers left around 19:00 hours when they saw uniformed, masked men coming down the hill to occupy border point 1. Based on the sequences offered by Serbian public TV, the first to set flames was a man dressed completely in black and wearing a mask on his face. Around 100 of them embarked on the border point and burned and demolished it completely. After the border point was ablaze some of the men removed their masks and shirts to celebrate. They spoke in Serbian. 

Groups of Serbs tried to realize the same scenario Gate 31, in Bënjak, however members of the French KFOR got in their way. Sources of the newspaper said that Serbs failed in the three efforts to take control at this border point. They did manage to set fire twice, however KFOR members extinguished it. At about 22:00 hours, KFOR managed to regain control of the burned border point. This information was confirmed by a press release issued by KFOR, in the late hours. 

Under the headline Rescue comes from Americans, Zëri reports that EULEX and KFOR left the border points under the mercy of aggressive Serbs late during the night, Americans then went and blocked it with chains. 
EULEX enabled the burning of the point, says Express adding that EULEX members ran away like cowards, Americans, Germans and French, took over border points 1 and 31. 

Source: The Quint, NATO and even Tadic knew (Zëri)
Zëri quotes international sources as saying that the Quint countries and NATO were informed about the police actions aimed at establishing order at Gates 1 and 31 in northern Kosovo. Sources told the paper that even Serbian President Boris Tadic was informed and in fact agreed in silence that Kosovo and Serbia should start restoring order at customs checkpoints and along the border in order to meet one of the criteria for countries aspiring to join the European Union. 
The source said that the actions of the Government of Kosovo enjoyed strong support from Western powers and that further details will be explained in the coming days. According to the source, not only Kosovars but internationals too could no longer stand the situation at the border which provided a save haven for criminals in the heart of Europe. The source said he was surprised by the passivity of the EULEX mission.  
Fitou: EULEX should implement reciprocity (Zëri) 

The French Ambassador in Kosovo, Jean François Fitou, said for Zëri that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has taken responsibility to deal with one of the major issues of the future of Kosovo. He said that every sovereign state has the right to make decisions, and Kosovo is now “a grown up baby,” that is walking with its own two feet. He considered that EULEX should respect the Constitution and decisions of the state, “but EULEX is not here to implement all decisions of the Government of Kosovo, because there is room for discussions about this,” said Fitou. 

Russia accuses Kosovo authorities of provocation (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Moscow expressed serious concern on Wednesday regarding the escalation of the situation in the north of Kosovo, and accused Kosovo authorities of provocation and dangerous ambitions. 

“The fast escalation of the situation in the north of Kosovo, causes serious concern,” said Russia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

“We consider that provocations of Albanian authorities in Kosovo, which is already fragile, will cause increase of tensions and will mine the process of the discussions between Pristina and Belgrade,” announced this Ministry. 

Moscow expects that the authorized representatives of the international community, first of all the United Nations and EULEX, will undertake the necessary measures to “control the ambitions of Kosovo authorities.” “All contested issues should be resolved through discussions, in accordance to Resolution 1244 of the UN SC,” said the Foreign Ministry of Russia. 

LDK leader calls on international community to support Kosovo Government (Express)

Express reports that LDK leader Isa Mustafa has called on the international community, namely on the U.S. and the European Union to support the Kosovo Government’s actions to restore order throughout the country. “We hope this will contribute to the implementation of law throughout the territory of the Republic of Kosovo and also lead to the implementation the government decision on reciprocity,” he added. Mustafa hailed the police action to take Gates 1 and 31 under control.  
UN Security Council to discuss on Kosovo behind closed doors (dailies)
Several dailies report that the United Nations Security Council will discuss the situation in Kosovo behind closed doors after a request submitted by Serbia. Koha Ditore quotes sources in the Security Council as saying that Russia has supported an urgent meeting, while the U.S. and Great Britain believe that they should wait for the next regular meeting on Kosovo. In the end, the Security Council found a compromise and scheduled closed consultations for Thursday instead of an open meeting.

EULEX investigates killing of policeman and incidents in the north (dailies)

All dailies report that the EU rule-of-law mission (EULEX) said Wednesday that it had launched investigations into three separate criminal incidents that occurred in northern Kosovo on July 26th. The incidents involve the killing of a Kosovo police officer in the village of Zupq near Zubin Potok, the attempt to kill police officers near Zubin Potok and causing overall danger by explosive devices thrown at the Kosovo Police convoy near Mitrovica.
Lunacek blames Serbia for escalation of situation in the north (dailies)
The European Union Rapporteur for Kosovo, Ulrike Lunacek, has blamed Belgrade for the escalation of the situation in northern Kosovo, adding that the European Union should force Belgrade to immediately return to the table of talks.

“The escalating situation in northern Kosovo with one killed and another person wounded is a tragic symptom of the stalemate in talks between Kosovo and Serbia,” Lunacek said in a press release issued by her office. “By blocking dialogue, Serbia started the current disagreement at the border which reached a boiling point after the inadequate response by Kosovo authorities. Serbia must immediately recognize Kosovo’s customs seals. The authorities of Kosovo and Serbia must return to the table for talks.”

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page


State able to control customs in the north only for two days


Thaçi: Belgrade stands behind the burning


Last farewell to police officer who gave his life for sovereignty


Stefanovic: Pristina got what it wanted


UN SC to discuss on Kosovo behind closed doors today


Constitutional Court in fact-finding mission for clarity on MP immunity 


Presevo wants to be excluded from embargo

Other headlines


EULEX investigates killing of Kosovo policeman and incidents in the north (2)


Lunacek blames Serbia for escalation of situation in the north (3)


Borko with Serbian Gendarmerie in Kosovo (3)


Thaçi: EULEX is not implementing its mandate (4)


Parliamentary foreign affairs committee supports fighting crime in the north (5)

Zëri

Front page


Salvation lies with Americans


Fitou: EULEX to implement reciprocity


Haliti: Enver


Tadic knew too 

Other headlines


Judah: Serbia’s fate in Kosovo’s hands (2)


SC to discuss situation in the north today (2)


We will not use violence (2)


EULEX investigates killing of police officer (2)


Enver Zymberi declared Hero of Kosovo (5)


Thaçi deems EULEX a failure (7)


IMF blocks another €60 million (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page


Thaçi: Belgrade is behind the burning 


Editorial: EULEX is useless


Serb extremists burn Gate 1, clash with KFOR


Enver’s sacrifice, a cornerstone for the state

Other headlines


Buhler: We will protect security with all means (2)


Reuters: Security Council to discuss on Kosovo today (4)


Thaçi criticizes EULEX (4)

EULEX investigates killing of policeman and incidents in the north (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· EULEX enabled the burning of the border point

· Thaçi criticized EULEX for non-action in the north

· Thaçi: Kosovo will never be divided

· Enver’s sacrifice, a corner stone to Kosovo state

Other headlines

· SC discusses the situation in the north behind the closed doors (2)

· Russia accuses Kosovo authorities of provocation (2)

· Lidington: Parties to avoid violence (2)

· Albania supports Kosovo’s sovereignty in the entire territory (2)

· Judah: Serbia’s fate in Kosovo’s hands (2)

· Government allocates € 25, 000 for Zymberi family (3)

· EULEX holds a secret meeting. Starts investigations on the events in the north (3)

· Tadic condemns violence in Jarinje (5)

· Enver Zymberi proclaimed “Kosovo Hero”  (4)

· AAK prefers elections with closed lists (7)
Express
Front page

· The north on fire

· Government to EULEX: Give all or leave

· Proud of Enver

· Tender with many irregularities

· “Trepça” of disagreements
Other headlines

· Shkullaku: An unusual event (2)

· Albania supports Thaçi’s decision (4)

· Requests help of the internationals (4)

· Support for the Government (4)

· Slovenia’s concern (5)

· Security Council gathers (5)

· Judah: Serbia’s fate in hands of Kosovo (5)

· Lidington: Violence to be avoided (5)

· Tadic requests everyone’s calmness (5)

· Gaps in the system (6)

· Tërnava lobbies in Arab countries (6)

· Tahiri: We are not for the interruption of the dialogue (6)

· Czech Ambassador attacked in Bllacë (8)

· Borko’s inspection (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Prime Minister: Belgrade ordered burning of the border

· This is how one dies for the fatherland. Enver Zymberi, hero of Kosovo 

· The criminal who killed Enver, member of Serbian MUP

· Announce state of emergency  

Other headlines

· Editorial: Eureka, EULEX was against us (2)

· Haxhinosto: We support Kosovo’s sovereignty on its entire territory  (2)

· Two KFOR helicopters attacked in the north (2)

· Gate 31 under American control, Gate 1 under German control (3)

· President Jahjaga rewards Enver Zymberi with “Hero of Kosovo” (4)

· Changes of election system only by party consensus (5)

· Government helps the family of the murdered police officer (6)

· German press on developments in Kosovo (7)

· EULEX failed on catching “the big fish” (8)

· Return of border police and customs officer in the north, fails (9)
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