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· Four KFOR soldiers and six Serbs injured in northern Kosovo (dailies)

· Kosovo Government condemns violence against KFOR (Koha)

· EU requests the removal of barricades (dailies)
· Tadic: We do need to show restraint for peace in Kosovo (dailies)

· Serbia conditions technical dialogue with talks for the north (dailies)

· Kosovo Assembly Presidency says talks with Serbia are political (dailies)

· Serwer: Courageous diplomatic steps are required (Zëri)

· Vetëvendosje: Trucks in Serbia with documents of parallel structures (dailies) 

· Jovanovic: Serbs towards a catastrophe (Express) 

· Konuzin: Moscow supports Serbia regarding Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

· Dacic cannot imagine the entire Kosovo independent (Koha) 

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo’s independence has strengthened the region (Koha) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Four KFOR soldiers and six Serbs were injured in northern Kosovo (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that four KFOR soldiers were injured on Tuesday in Jarinje and six Serb civilians as a result of the violence that broke out.  Violence and chaos began after KFOR attempted to remove the barricades placed two weeks ago by Serbs in the north of Kosovo. In the process KFOR soldiers were attacked with firing arms, homemade bombs and there was also an attempt to drive through the crossing Jarinja by a truck. As a consequence four KFOR soldiers were injured. 

“Four soldiers of the peacekeeping force have been injured, one of them severely. The situation has deteriorated. The one who has been severely injured will be evacuated”, informed Kai Gudenoge, the spokesperson for the KFOR.  He also confirmed that one soldier was injured while acting in self defense. KFOR informed that the shooting and throwing of homemade bombs was by people that gathered at border gate 1. 

“After this KFOR members shot in the direction of the mob and one Kosovo Serb was injured”, said KFOR spokesman. In the evening the situation calmed a bit. 
At a joint press conference at 20h00 Tuesday night KFOR and EULEX did not disclose the number of injured while outline the series of events.  

EULEX spokesman, Nicholas Hawton, explained that on Tuesday morning EULEX and KFOR conducted a joint operation to take control of an illegal border point close to gate 1 in Jarinje. Its closure passed without incident until one vehicle refused to stop at the KFOR check point. According to the spokesperson, the car hit a KFOR soldier and another person tried to take the gun from a soldier. While struggling to prevent this the soldier warned that he would shoot and then left with no other choice did so and injured the man. 
Zëri under the headline War in the north! reports that neither KFOR nor EULEX know the correct number of people injured on Tuesday. KFOR and EULEX through their spokesman’s repeated that the only solution should come from the dialogue. “They are soldiers and if they face threats, they will behave like soldiers”, said KFOR Spokesman Ralph Adametz. 

Express in a separate box under the Latest news reports that nine KFOR soldiers were injured during the clashes on Tuesday. According to Blic newspaper eight Americans and one German soldier, with one seriously injured. Express also reports that the UN General Secretary, Ban Ki-moon, has called on all parties in Kosovo to refrain from unilateral actions and also requested from international actors to hold to their mandate.

Kosovo Government condemns violence against KFOR (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that through a press communiqué the Government of the Republic of Kosovo strongly condemns the exercised violence against KFOR by criminals stationed at the border point in Jarinje. The government expresses its commitment for the full establishment of rule of law in that part of territory of Republic of Kosovo, and for the unblocking of roads, for the freedom of movement in full accordance with the Constitution of Republic of Kosovo. 

“The violent reactions which happened today against KFOR soldiers are the reaction of people who are against the rule of law, who identify with criminal structures, with smuggling and organized crime”, says in press communiqué.

EU requests the removal of barricades (dailies)

Dailies report that European Union supported KFOR and EULEX’s attempt to remove the barricades in the north of Kosovo.  It has also condemned the violence against KFOR soldiers. Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman of the EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security Catherine Ashton, said for Koha Ditore that the EU is verifying the information coming from the field. 

“We strongly condemn the violence in the north of Kosovo against the international community. We invite everyone to show maturity and to act with caution. The European Union supports the efforts of KFOR and EULEX to calm the situation. The EU supports the removal of the barricades. Those barricades are limiting the freedom of movement and should be removed”, said Kocijancic.

Tadic: We do need to show restraint for peace in Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report that Serbian President, Boris Tadic, has condemned the “violence used by NATO troops in the north” and has called for the calming of the situation. He called on “Serb citizens to show restraint and to be calm” saying that dialogue is the only way to solve the problems of the north. He added that the international forces were there to protect unarmed citizens and not to clash with them. “I call on maximal restraint of KFOR,” Tadic stressed.

Serbia conditions technical dialogue with talks on the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that because of the violence in the north it has not started the new round of talks between Kosovo and Serbia planned to start yesterday in Brussels. The head of Serbian negotiating team, Borislav Stefanovic has not shown up at all to Cooper’s office, where he together with the head of Kosovo negotiating team Edita Tahiri, waited for him for hours. 
The planned meeting was annulled in the evening hours of Tuesday. Cooper expressed hope that it will take place the Wednesday morning. Officially the failure of the meeting was presented as an unintentional delay by the Serbian team. However, the head of the Serbian negotiation team, Borislav Stefanovic, said that he was intentionally not at the table. 
“In this situation where in the north of Kosovo is exercised violence and where is being fired at unarmed people it is impossible to be talked for the problems of telecommunication, electricity and regional initiatives”, said Stefanovic to Fonet. He insists that it is more priority to be solved issues of Jarinje and Brnjak. Stefanovic has conditioned European and American facilitators and as Kosovar side that there will not be negotiations with Pristina until the talks about border crossings are not giving any results, well until is not found a touchable possibility for the exit from the present situation. 
Kosovo Assembly Presidency says talks with Serbia are political (dailies)
Several dailies report that members of the Kosovo Assembly Presidency expressed concern on Tuesday that the technical dialogue with Serbia will turn into a political dialogue.

“We are calling them technical talks, but when Serbia is concerned everything is political. The Kosovo Assembly has adopted a resolution for all of Kosovo and the Government has launched an operation and we have supported it,” said Xhavit Haliti, member of the Assembly Presidency. He expressed support for KFOR’s action in northern Mitrovica for removing roadblocks set up by local Serbs.

Ahmet Isufi, AAK representative in the Assembly Presidency, criticized talks saying that they began without necessary preparations. “The results of these talks, which were called technical, have gained a political dimension especially by Serbia which has interrupted the talks and is making obstructions,” he added. Isufi also said that talks with Serbia are useless because its chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic spends more time in northern Mitrovica inciting violence than in Brussels.

Even more critical was Vetëvendosje’s Representative Glauk Konjufca who called the Government of Kosovo a government of concessions, “which is denying Kosovo’s statehood because it is agreeing to all documents that are acceptable for Serbia”. Konjufca also expressed concern over increased voices in the international community for political dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia.

Serwer: Courageous diplomatic steps are required (Zëri)

In an interview for Jeta weekly newspaper, Daniel Serwer, former head of the Washington-based Institute for Peace and current professor at John Hopkins University, said Pristina should make more courageous diplomatic steps vis-à-vis Belgrade. 
“In one way or another, Kosovars should be represented in Belgrade, the same way Americans had an embassy in the Soviet Union during the Cold War, so must Kosovars have their representation in Serbia, because you need to know up-close what is happening in the Serbian scene even if you consider this country as your enemy. This should be an unofficial office (similar to the trade and industry office that Montenegro had in Washington before it became independent) or through an NGO that would collect information and report back,” Serwer was quoted as saying. 
“If you want to implement reciprocity, then you should do something in this area, because the government in Belgrade is represented in Kosovo with its office in the north,” Serwer added. “Going to an enemy country is difficult, but it is a patriotic gesture – the people who will represent your country in an enemy state are the true patriots of the future.”
Vetëvendosje: Trucks in Serbia with documents of parallel structures (dailies) 

Dailies report that Vetëvendosje member, Shpend Ahmeti stated that activists of this movement have been monitoring the movement of the trucks from Kosovo to Serbia, and added that no truck with Kosovo documents entered Serbia. Ahmeti said that the announcement of the Minister for Trade and Industry, Mimoza Kusari Lila, are ungrounded, since the companies are exporting with double documents. According to him, the four trucks from Kosovo entered Serbia with documents from parallel structures, while over one thousand trucks from Serbia entered Kosovo within only 12 days, bringing the country a profit of 15 million euros.  “Those companies have crossed with double documentation, which means that they presented Kosovo documentation to Kosovo customs, in order to pass, and when they reach the customs of the Republic of Serbia, they present the documents of the parallel structures, without which it appears that they cannot pass,” said Ahmeti. 
Jovanovic: Serbs towards a catastrophe (Express) 

Express reports that the leader of the Liberal Democratic Party in Serbia, Cedomir Jovanovic, requested Belgrade change its official policy towards Kosovo, otherwise, with the current approach, Serbs in Kosovo will suffer. He said that there is no need for Serbs in the north to endure confrontations by KFOR and EULEX, and that this situation could be stopped by the government in Belgrade. “If Serbia does not stop this policy, if it does not act on calming the situation in the north of Kosovo, where there are now wounded, then all the Serbs that live in this part of Kosovo, will be facing a catastrophe,” said Jovanovic. 

Konuzin: Moscow supports Serbia regarding Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the Russian Ambassador in Serbia, Alexander Konuzin, said in an announcement for Serbian media that “Moscow supports the position of Belgrade on Kosovo and discussions between Pristina and Belgrade.” 

“Russia’s position is stable. Just like Serbia, we are engaged in resolving this problem through international law, in accordance with the decisions of the United Nations, first of all, the Security Council,” said Konuzin. “Unfortunately, the other party, and those who support it, have different positions, which are not in accordance with the UN, the international law and agreements reached with dialogue,” said the Russian Ambassador. 

Dacic cannot imagine the entire Kosovo independent (Koha) 
Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Internal Affairs, Ivica Dacic, stated that the Albanian national issue should be resolved, but not by harming the Serbian one, and added that he cannot accept for the entire Kosovo to be independent. “If somebody expects such a thing to happen, he is completely wrong. In that context, it is completely unimportant when the election will happen, because no government in Belgrade would recognize Kosovo’s independence,” said Dacic. 

Haxhinasto: Kosovo’s independence has strengthened the region (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Albania’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Edmond Haxhinasto, said during the visit of his Mexican counterpart, Patricia Espinosa, that Kosovo’s independence has stabilized the region and allowed for European integration. “Kosovo’s independence was not a unilateral act, but in cooperation with the international community, and it marked the final disintegration of the former Yugoslavia,” said Haxhinasto. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Four KFOR soldiers and six Serbs wounded in northern Kosovo

· Serbia conditions technical dialogue for talks on the north

· EU calls for removal of roadblocks

· Assembly Presidency says talks with Serbia are political

· Asanaj: I set privatization on track, now I am resigning

Other headlines

· Dacic cannot imagine Kosovo’s independent (5)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo’s independence has strengthened the region (5)

· Lajic: Serbia should initiate talks on Kosovo’s status (5)

· Romania withdraws its police troops from Kosovo (5)

· Pensioners threaten the government with protests “till death” (6)

· Kosovo: high levels of domestic violence (6)

· Momic denies Qyshk killings (7)

· Crossing of trucks in Serbia, with documents of parallel structures (8)

Zëri

Front page

· War in the north!

· The north postpones talks

· Haliti: The first bullets

· The first trucks in Serbia

· Constitutional Court is “making politics”

Other headlines

· Assembly to convene on October 6 (2)

· Canada lobbies for Kosovo (2)

· Moscow does not change position (2)

· Plus: Kosovo’s independence closed the chapter of borders (4)

· Minus: Ymeri: Government lacks political will for the north (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Serbs injure four KFOR soldiers

· Kosovar export in Serbia, with illegal documentation

· Discussions delayed for today

· The first recommendations for CEC submitted 

· EU is tolerating Serbia

Other headlines

· Haliti: Discussions are already political (2)

· KFOR-EULEX: Serbs provoked (3)

· Canada promises lobbying Kosovo (4)

· Commission for integrations supports several laws (4)

· Dacic accepts Kosovo’s independence partially (4)

· Leaders violated the Law for State Protocol (4)

· Pacolli’s bluff (5)

· Assembly to discuss the draft law on medals on 6 October (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· The last card: bullets 

· Haliti: With Serbia, every discussion is political

· Armed clashes in the north delay the dialogue 

Other headlines

· Dacic accepts independence for half of Kosovo (2)

· Konuzin: Moscow supports Serbia on Kosovo (2)

· Canada promises lobbying for Kosovo state (2)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo’s independence closed painful chapter of wars  (4)

· Serbs loose their minds. Attack KFOR (4)

· EU condemns violence towards the international community (4)

· Ban Ki-moon: Restrain from violence (5)

· Marnhac: This situation is not tolerated (5)

· Tadic: Give up violence (5)

· Kuçi: Barricades will be removed (5)

· KFOR and EULEX determined to remove the barricades (5)

· Kosovo not with Serbia, yes with Albania (6)

· Vetëvendosje requests preliminary elections again (7)

Express
Front page

· Jarinje blows up

· Serbia conditions the dialogue

· Surprised leader

· Sulltan, Ambassador?

Other headlines

· Canada promises lobbying for Kosovo (4)

· Dacic’s analysis (5)

· Against political talks (5)

· Vetëvendosje requests resignation of the Government (6)
· Jovanovic: Serbs towards catastrophe (6)

· Transport for the north (9)
· They request subventions (10)

· They report about the budget (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· State of war in north of Kosovo, four KFOR soldier injured

· Over 100 official’s are being investigated for the involvement in corruption

· In the north state of war, in Brussels talks

· KFOR: We will react with force whenever it is needed
Other headlines

· Romanian police force withdrawn (2)

· Serb criminals in the north attack with firing guns KFOR soldiers (4)

· EULEX calls for restraint, Kosovo police “hangs out” (4)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo independence closed the painful chapter of wars  (7)

· The relations export-import Kosovo-Serbia is damaging Kosovo (7)

· Minister Hamza in the yearly meetings of IMF and World Bank (9)
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