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· Assembly doesn’t bind Government to remove barricades in north (dailies)

· KFOR is moving in the north according to orders from Serbs (Koha)

· Barricades in the north, barricade for Serbia towards the EU (Koha)

· Zarif and Stefanovic call for solution to situation in the north (Epoka e Re)

· Trajkovic: Serbs in the north are acting foolishly (Epoka e Re)

· Dacic: Armed attack against Serbs will get response from Serbia (dailies)

· Fitou: Kosovars not to be presented as victims before EU (dailies)

· Dodik: Land for Kosovo Serbs free of charge (Zëri)

· Finland calls for dissolution of parallel structures (dailies)

· Demaçi: Vetëvendosje didn’t want me for President (Express)

· Fitou: I did not insult (Express) 

· Dossier X (Koha Ditore) 
Kosovo Media Highlights
Assembly doesn’t bind Government to remove barricades in north (dailies)

Most daily newspapers report on the front pages that the Kosovo Assembly did not support the motion submitted by the Vetëvendosje Movement to terminate talks between Pristina and Belgrade and it also did not agree to deploy police forces in the northern municipalities with the aim of guaranteeing the territorial integrity of the state. 
The majority of MPs also rejected the idea for local institutions to be engaged in the removal of barricades and other obstacles for citizens in the north. Most MPs also rejected the idea of the government launching measures to cut off financial means for Serb illegal parallel structures. 

Vetëvendosje’s four-point motion was supported only by 17 MPs, while 54 MPs voted against it. This showed that MPs from opposition parties are also supporting the ruling coalition. 

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, who was motioned by the Vetëvendosje parliamentary group, repeated his earlier position that the situation in northern Kosovo has changed after the government’s decision on July 25th and that KFOR actions there are in full coordination with national and international institutions. 
Thaçi agreed that the situation in the north is not a desirable one, but shifted the majority of the responsibility to the United Nations Administration. “After 1999, the United Nations Administration in Kosovo was mandated by Resolution 1244 to establish law and order in the northern part of Kosovo, too, but UNMIK did not do this and the situation there was characterized by complete chaos. The UN administration had different approaches for the northern part of Kosovo and for the rest of Kosovo,” Thaçi added.
Adding to the issue, Thaçi said that by violating its own mandate and acting in non-transparent fashion, the UN administration in northern Mitrovica contributed to the division between Serbs and other ethnic communities living there.

KFOR is moving in the north according to orders from Serbs (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that a part of the barricades have been removed from the roads in the north of the country, while the Ibër road which leads to the border point in Jarinje still remains blocked at the exit of the village of Kelmend and in the entrance of Rudare village. 
Small KFOR convoys reached the border points Brnjak and Jarinje on Thursday, while Serb parallel structures did not allow members of EULEX to cross to the northern part of Kosovo. 
“The movement of KFOR convoys through a part of barricades with very low speed and under strict security measures of Serb criminal groups is humiliating for NATO members itself,” a source from KFOR headquarters told the paper. 

Barricades in the north, barricade for Serbia towards the EU (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Austrian Vice Chancellor and Foreign Minister Michael Spindelegger told Belgrade-based Blic newspaper that he is convinced that a solution for customs in northern Kosovo can be found if all parties show good will. However, the solution most likely should be looked at in another forum, while the actual dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade does not have mandate to review this. 
“Recommendation of European Council strongly encourages Serbia. We the Austrians support this and I hope also European Council will support it, but however, Serbia should be conscious that EU will not close its yes in the relations of Kosovo and Serbia. It is in the interest of both sides that the barricades to be removed as soon as possible and furthermore not because of receiving the candidate status, but those are endangering the peaceful development for the Serbs in the north of Kosovo”, said Spindelegger.

Zarif and Stefanovic call for solution to situation in the north (Epoka e Re)

UNMIK chief Farid Zarif and Serbia’s chief negotiator in talks with Pristina, Borislav Stefanovic, said on Thursday that the situation in northern Kosovo must return to normal and a solution must be found for the border crossing points in order for talks between Pristina and Belgrade to continue. 

The Serbian Government issued a press release saying that Zarif and Stefanovic talked in Belgrade, and the main topic was the current situation in the northern part of Kosovo. “UNMIK chief Farid Zarif expressed satisfaction with the removal of some barricades in northern Kosovo and thanked Stefanovic for his considerable engagement in resolving this problem,” added the communiqué. 

Trajkovic: Serbs in the north are acting foolishly (Epoka e Re)

In a front-page interview for Epoka e Re, Rada Trajkovic, member of the Kosovo Assembly and political representative of Kosovo Serbs, said that by blocking roads Serbs in the northern part of Kosovo are acting very foolishly. “What northern Serbs are doing is the biggest foolishness. If this continues, we will lose the trust of internationals forever. In other words, Serbs are losing more with this action, while internationals are turning to Albanians and believing them more,” Trajkovic added.
Dacic: Armed attack against Serbs will get response from Serbia (dailies)

Dailies quote Serbian Deputy Prime Minister as saying that an armed attack against Serbs in Kosovo will not remain without response from Serbia. “If we say we will quietly look at what Albanians are doing this would be a catastrophic message. Thaçi should know that an armed attack against Serbs will not go unanswered. I am not threatening anyone, but I am saying clearly that Serbia will protect its people in Kosovo,” Dacic said.

Fitou: Kosovars not to be presented as victims before EU (dailies)
Dailies report that French Ambassador Jean Francois Fitou has called on Kosovars on Thursday to change their approach for integration in the European Union. “You should stop presenting yourself as victims before Europe. We know this and there is no discussion about this, but now you are an independent state and stop this kind of presentation. Present yourself as an importance resource in which you would like to join EU,” Ambassador Fitou said.

Dodik: Land for Kosovo Serbs free of charge (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the President of Republika Srpska, Milorad Dodik, stated that Belgrade and Banjaluka should call on all Kosovo Serbs who want to move from Kosovo, to come to Serbia and to Republika Srpska, where land will be given to them. “The international community has a humiliating stance towards the legitimate requests of Serbs in all Serb lands and this is a process which is lasting for years, while the crisis of Kosovo is only continuation of such stance, of many people in the West towards the Serb national interest,” Dodik said.
Finland calls for dissolution of parallel structures (dailies)

Several dailies report that discussing the situation in the northern part of Kosovo, Kosovo Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj and his Finish counterpart Tuomioja agreed that Serbia should remove parallel structures from Kosovo, as the only precondition for opening the path towards the European Union.
Demaçi: Vetëvendosje didn’t want me for President (Express)
Express carries as the leading front-page story an interview with former long-time political prisoner and human rights activist Adem Demaçi, highlighting his quote that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) had supported the idea for him to be elected President of Kosovo after Behxhet Pacolli stepped down but the Vetëvendosje Movement refused to support him. Demaçi told the paper that Kurti’s movement missed a good opportunity. 

“They [Vetëvendosje] were an obstacle and they did not propose anything. Those that made the proposal wanted me to become president. They [Vetëvendosje] refused this proposal and they won the dispute so their word was final,” Demaçi was quoted as saying. 
The paper also quotes PDK MP Latif Gashi as saying, “I paid a visit to Mr. Demaçi, conveying to him the message from the party leader [PDK] that if Vetëvendosje agrees to support him, he will have the support of the PDK, too.” 
Fitou: I did not insult (Express) 

Express reports that French Ambassador Jean Francois Fitou explained that he did not want to label Vetëvendosje as fascistic, and that he reacted against an activist who insulted a Minister. He said that the insult made to Minister Bajram Rexhepi, was not political. “The role of an ambassador is to respond to a question in a public debate. I repeat that I have advised a young man who insulted Minister Rexhepi, who was sitting next to me. Let us say that someone among you here insults you, it is not politics. So, if you want to make that issue political, it is Vetëvendosje’s issue, not mine. I do not have any polemics with Vetëvendosje, because I told a young man that he was insulting Rexhepi,” said Fitou. 
Dossier X (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that witness Agim Zogaj had written hundreds of letters that make a dossier named “Witnessing of witness X.” His last letter that is qualified as his last will, where he accused EULEX for leading him towards death, is accepted to be his. This daily says that all these are used as evidence against Kosovo Liberation Army commander Fatmir Limaj and nine soldiers. Koha Ditore claims to posses the entire file, and adds that it will publish all of them. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Assembly doesn’t bind Government to remove barricades in the north

· Barricades in the north, a barricade for Serbia toward the EU

· Fitou: Kosovars should not present themselves as victims before the EU, but as a resource

· The X File

· Fol: Politicians don’t want to present themselves as millionaires 

Other headlines

· KFOR moves in the north according to orders from Serbs (3)

· Dacic: Armed attack against Serbs in Kosovo will not go unanswered (3)

· Abdixhiku: A scandalous ranking (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Devolli’s financed AAK and FAIR

· Talks to resume in November

· International passivity, plan for autonomy

· Cenaj: The obedient Shpend

· Vetëvendosje’s motion fails to get support

Other headlines

· Change your approach vis-à-vis Europe (2)

· Haxhinasto calls on Brazil to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Dodik: We will give away land to Kosovo Serbs (2)

· Dacic: Merkel proposed a “federation” for Kosovo (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Trajkovic: Serbs in the north are acting foolishly 

· Kosovo threatened by EU as a whole

· Vetëvendosje motion does not pass

· KFOR asks Serbs to release the roads 

Other headlines

· Finland requests dissolving of parallel structures (2)

· Dacic: Merkel proposed federation for Kosovo (2)

· Dodik: Lands for free for Kosovo Serbs (2)

· Haxhinosto requests from Brazil to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Check Republic ends its peacekeeping mission in Kosovo (2)

· Zarif and Stefanovic request solution for situation in the north (4)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Opposition disunited, Vetëvendosje motion fails

· Bad loans increase

· Another vain debate

Other headlines

· Finland requests dissolving of parallel structures (2)

· Lawmaker Rohrabaker proposes exchange of territories between Kosovo and Serbia (4)

· Check Republic ends its peacekeeping mission in Kosovo (4)

· Haxhinosto requests from Brazil to recognize Kosovo (4)

· Will for dialogue (4)

· Fitou proposes to Kosovars a new approach towards Europe (4)

· OSCE criticizes Kosovo on Orthodox graves (4)

· Preteni seeks “fishes” (5)

· “Fol” suspects officials’ wealth (5)

Express
Front page

· Vetëvendosje did not want me for President

Other headlines

· Hannine Drake: South Africa should recognize Kosovo (2)

· Behgjet Pacolli: What does Kosovo need at the present (3)

· Requests recognition from Brazil (4)

· Dacic’c proposal (5)

· I did not offend (5)

· Finish support (6)

· Partial movement (7)

· Bechtel licences (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The north blows and vents also in the Kosovo Assembly 

Other headlines

· Haxhinasto requests from Brazil to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Kosovars should change approach towards Europe (2)

· Officials hide their millions of richness (3)

· Czech Republic closed its military mission in Kosovo (3)

· Also Finland against parallel structures (4)

· Belgrade continues  with ordinary slanders against Mr. Haradinaj (5)

· Spindelegger: Ahtisaari, best bases for compromise (7)

· Dodik, land free of charge for Kosovo Serbs (7)
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