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· Marty also relies in the reports of Serb Intelligence Service BIA (Koha Ditore)

· Report: There is no evidence for crimes in the “Yellow House” (Koha Ditore)  

· Berisha rebuts reports in Belgrade’s Politika (dailies)

· Islamic Community reacts against Serb Patriarch’s statement (dailies)

· Recount of votes expected to end by 4 January (dailies)

· The bargaining for coalitions (Express)

· Kosovar Serbs want to be part of the talks (dailies)

· Kosovars, still most optimistic in the region (Koha Ditore)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Marty also relies in the reports of Serb Intelligence Service BIA (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that one of the sources used by the member of Council of Europe in drafting of his report seems to have been the report of the Serb Intelligence Agency BIA. The newspaper achieved to secure a report from 2003 written by BIA where the Serb Secret Service tries to describe “terrorist networks of Albanians”. The report does not talk about organ trafficking, but mentions different groups of Albanians, in connection with weapons trafficking, narcotics and humans. As expected, the report of Serb Intelligence describes the KLA, then UCPMB but also National Liberation Army as terrorist groups, which are dealing with organized crime. The similarities between the report of BIA and that of Marty are in the language he uses to describe the functionality of Albanian society, in the references which he makes for the Drenica group and in the way how the surname of Prime Minister Thai is written.

Report: There is no evidence for crimes in the “Yellow House” (Koha Ditore)  

Koha Ditore reports that the investigation conducted in the so-called Yellow House in a village close to Burrell in northern Albania could not prove the claims that human organs were removed in that house for the trade purpose. A report of March 2004 drafted by five international experts of The Hague Tribunal and the United Nations, which has been ensured from the newspaper, says that the examinations in the so-called yellow house have not given conclusive evidence that there was bleeding as a result of criminal acts. “Based on our examinations, according to our opinion, there is no conclusive evidence that persons have lost blood as a result of criminal acts in the house in southwest of Burrell, Albania,” says the report.

Berisha rebuts reports in Belgrade’s Politika (dailies)

Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha has rejected reports published in Belgrade daily Politika where he is accused of involvement in arms trade during the Kosovo war. “Allegations in Politika, which is a voice of the Serb ultra-nationalists and advocate of the Serb genocide in Bosnia and Kosovo, are nothing more than racist defamation,” Berisha told AFP news agency.  

Islamic Community reacts against Serb Patriarch’s statement (dailies)

The Kosovo Islamic Community has reacted against the statement made by the Patriarch of the Serb Orthodox Church Irinej during the enthronement ceremony in Prize and accused him of not respecting the religious and human code. “We expected him, as a religious leader, in a religious site and a solemn occasion like yesterday’s in Prize, to speak of peace and co-existence among the people and call on the people to be tolerant and understanding,” says the statement issued by the Islamic Community. “Unfortunately, this did not happen and the old ways of prejudgments and insinuations to curse people without facts and arguments continued,” the statement reads further. 

Recount of votes expected to end by 4 January (dailies)

The slow pace of the recounting of votes process and the end-of-year festivities have led to further delays, reports Koha Ditore noting that the process is now expected to end by 3 or 4 January. Head of CEC Valdete Daka announced the recount is not likely to end this year as the number of staff working in the counting and results centre has been halved. “The process will resume but the work will be carried out only in one shift because the majority of international staff has gone home for the holidays,” said Daka. 

Epoka e Re quotes sources saying that the recount process could lead to the annulment of votes as serious irregularities were noted in many ballot boxes. 

The bargaining for coalitions (Express)
Express reports on the front page that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) is entering a phase where it will have to bargain a lot in order to create the government. The paper says that rumours that PDK leader Thaçi could include Haradinaj’s AAK in the coalition have caused panic in AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli who is aiming to become President of Kosovo.

In an interview for the paper, Pacolli said that if Thaçi includes the AAK in the coalition, he [Pacolli] will not become the third partner in the government because he would not get sufficient power. Pacolli’s condition is seen by the AAK as a democratic right.

AAK deputy leader Naim Maloku told the paper that the party general council will discuss PDK’s offer. “We are obliged to review the offer and the chairmanship of the General Council will decide the further steps,” Maloku added.

The paper notes that with its silence, the AAK is trying to gain as much as possible from an eventual partnership with the PDK.

Kosovar Serbs want to be part of the talks (dailies)
Representatives of the Kosovo Serbs, participants in Kosovo institutions, are requesting to be included in the future Pristina – Belgrade talks. For Pristina institutions, this is a realistic and acceptable request, while the government in Belgrade rejects this possibility stating that the topics of talks exceed their institutional position. Serb Minister for Labor and Social Welfare in current government of Kosovo, Nenad Rasic, says that the representatives of Kosovo Serbs should take part in the talk between Pristina and Belgrade although he recognizes that he cannot impose this.
Kosovars, still most optimistic in the region (Koha Ditore)
Over 55 percent of the citizens of Kosovo are expecting that 2011 will be better than 2010, indicate the results of the Global Barometer poll conducted by Gallup International. According to this poll, Kosovo citizens are the most optimistic in the region, while Serbian citizens have appeared as most pessimistic in the region. Only 19 percent of the Serbs have expressed optimistic assessment, resulting in the most pessimistic nation in the region, informs INA news agency. 
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· Marty relied on reports by Serbian BIA

· Report: No evidence for crimes at “yellow house”

· BIK: Serb patriarch “forgot” about crimes against Albanians

· Recount of votes expected to end on January 3-4

· Shala: “Northern mafia” is stronger than us
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· In 2010, only 8 countries recognized Kosovo (2)

· Ilir Meta to visit Gjakova (2)

· Kosovars still the most optimistic in the region (4)

Zëri
Front page

· Three options for the government

· LDK, “hostage” of elections

· MUP presence in the north is “denied”

· Kosovars the most optimistic, Serbs the most pessimistic

· Ready for protests

Other headlines

· Kosovo Serbs want to be part of talks (2)

· Kosovo, a black hole again (2)

· Hungary to assist in talks (2)

· Buhler: Others in the north too (2)

· Berisha: Serbia will accuse Mother Teresa too! (3)

· CEC is getting ready (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Salaries to increase through municipal grants

· Initiated projects not threatened

· Albanians with highest IQ

· Irinej in conflict to religious principles 

· Editorial: Kosovo-Albania relations should be strengthened  
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· Democracy in Action: Reinforcement in revote (2)

· Repetition of elections ‘burns’ hundreds of thousands of Euros (2)

· Conditions for PDK (3)

· Berisha: Politika, advocate of Serb genocide (4)

· Five EU countries not to recognise Kosovo in 2011 either (4)

· Serb community requests inclusion in Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (4)

· Marty’s report, EULEX demands evidence (14)
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Front page

· Vote recount to end on 4 January

· Thaçi: Marty is against Kosovo, Washington and Brussels 

Other headlines

· Berisha: Racist defamation within Anti-Albanian hysteria (2)

· Balkans, Hungary’s priority during EU presidency (2)

· Kosovo, Balkans’ black hole (2)

· Hyseni: Recognitions issue, complex problem (3)

· Vetëvendosje: Serbia continuing  chauvinism (7)

· Islamic Community: Serbs ‘forgot’ 1,824 missing Albanians (7)

· Highway construction to continue throughout winter (9) 
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Front page

· Coalitions bargaining 

· Pension Trust fails to invest in Kosovo again
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· Limani: Swine flu (2)

· Mirena: Hoxha’s club (3)

· Recount of votes resumes (4)

· Hyseni: A lot has been done for recognitions (5)

· Berisha and Politika clash (5)

· They want inclusion in the dialogue (6)

· Islamic Community: Do not forget what you have done! (8)

· Kosovars the most optimistic (9)
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· Future coalition parties accept the elections of 12 December

· EULEX, Marty’s investigation insufficient 

Other headlines

· Today is expected to continue recounting of IQ are over the average (3)

· Vetëvendosje and KLA war veterans continue the conflict (4)

· Political parties fined with 345,000 Euros (4)

· Three options for the government (5)

· Albanians most optimistic in the region, Serbs most pessimistic (7)

· 4 cases of swine flu confirmed, appeal for control  (7)

· BIK reacts against the statements of patriarch Irinej (9)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Failed diplomacy
Other headlines 
· In the north Americans together with others (2)
· Recounting of votes starts today (2)

· Institutions have forgotten the missing (3)

· Kosovars, most optimistic in the region (4)

· Participation of Kosovo Serbs in talks? (4)

· Racist slander of Serb ultranationalists (5)
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