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__________________________________________________
· International Steering Group on Kosovo meets (Dailies)

· Bush expects minorities to be respected in Kosovo (Dailies)

· Austria recognizes independent Kosovo (Dailies)

· Ban Ki-moon sends letter to EU (Epoka e Re)

· Churkin: Russia will continue to follow the situation in Kosovo (Zëri)

· Skopje sends letter to Pristina about border demarcation (Koha)

· Independence of Kosovo overshadows meeting in Sofia (Zëri)

· Serbs fail to show up for work in KPS (Express)

· More policemen than protesters in Mitrovica demonstration (Express)

· Explosion near the court in north Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)

· Govt and UNMIK with opposite stances over boards of Public Enterprises

Kosovo Media Highlights

International Steering Group on Kosovo meets (Dailies)

On the front page, Koha Ditore reports on the meeting of the Steering Group on Kosovo where it was stressed that there will be no partition of Kosovo. Pieter Feith who officially assumed the post of EU Special representative in Kosovo, said that partition of Kosovo is not acceptable and added that his mission will operate throughout Kosovo. “Violence or creation of parallel security institutions in the territory of Kosovo will not be tolerated,” Feith said.

“ISG is an important coalition of countries allies to the independent state of Kosovo,” said Feith in the meeting attended by representatives of 15 countries, Zëri reports.  

Bush expects minorities to be respected in Kosovo (dailies)

Dailies report that U.S. President George W. Bush said that the U.S. expects that in line with the Ahtisaari Plan, independent Kosovo will respect the rights of minorities within its borders. 

“One of the consequences of the war there, during the Milosevic regime, was our wish and the wish of other countries in the United Nations, to support the Ahtisaari Plan, namely supervised independence for Kosovo. This is a difficult issue and I understand this. We believe in free societies and we believe this will bring peace,” Bush added.

“Kosovo’s borders are very clear,” Bush was quoted as saying.

Austria recognizes independent Kosovo (Dailies)

The papers report that Austrian Government officially recognized Kosovo as an independent and sovereign country. Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik announced the decision in a letter sent to President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. 

Ban Ki-moon sends letter to EU (Epoka e Re)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has sent a letter to the European Union saying that transfer of competencies from UNMIK to the new EU mission is being disputed by some countries members of the UN Security Council. However, UNSG Spokesman, Brendan Varma, said he is not aware of such a letter being sent to the EU.
Churkin: Russia will continue to follow the situation in Kosovo (Zëri)

Zëri quotes Russian Ambassador to the United Nations Vitali Churkin as saying that Russia will again raise the issue of Kosovo at the United Nations Security Council once it takes over the one-month presidency of the Council. “Even though this issue was not specified in the agenda, we will probably continue to follow the situation in Kosovo,” said Churkin. “Most countries support Russia’s position at the Security Council.”

“There is no political, legal or moral justification for Kosovo’s unilateral independence,” said Churkin, adding that “it is never too late to find a political and legitimate solution.

Skopje sends letter to Pristina about border demarcation (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Government of Macedonia has sent a letter to Kosovo institutions to set up a joint committee for the border demarcation. “This should be in line with the international agreement from 2001 and within the timelines set up in the Ahtisaari Plan,” it was said in a written statement by the spokesman of the Macedonian Government.

However, Kosovo is calling on Macedonia to first recognize Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state and then call for the border demarcation. 

“We will respect the Ahtisaari document as far as the border demarcation is concerned, but we think Macedonia must first recognize Kosovo as a state and then start talks about demarcation,” said Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi.

Independence of Kosovo overshadows meeting in Sofia (Zëri)

Discontents with declaration of Kosovo’s independence overshadowed the meeting of Southeast Europe foreign ministers in Sofia as part of the South East European Cooperation Process, the paper writes quoting reports from international news agencies. 

Coordinator of Stability Pact for Kosovo, Besim Beqaj, who represented Kosovo in the meeting, said he spoke on behalf of Republic of Kosovo and called on the gathering to include Kosovo in all bilateral and multilateral meetings and initiatives. The paper also reports that Serbian delegation left the room when Beqaj addressed the participants. 

Serbs fail to show up for work in KPS (Express)

The paper writes that Kosovo Serb members of the KPS in four municipalities in the Gjilan area, again failed to show up for work on Thursday. KPS Regional Spokesperson, Ismet Hashani, said the police have received information that Serb police officers have demanded receiving orders only from UNMIK and not the KPS police command. 
More policemen than protesters in Mitrovica demonstration (Express)

Express reports that under the organization of students of Mitrovica University, the protest of Serbs in northern Mitrovica against Kosovo’s independence continued on Thursday, while the number of protesters is decreasing. The paper carries a photo from the protest, showing clearly that protesters were outnumbered by police troops.
Explosion near the court in north Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)

An explosive device went off last night around 19.00hrs in the northern part of Mitrovica near the District Court, the paper reports. According to the report, several UN vehicles securing the court building were damaged in the blast but no casualties were reported. 
Govt and UNMIK with opposite stances over boards of Public Enterprises

Koha Ditore reports that the Government of the Republic of Kosovo does not recognize the decisions made by the boards of public enterprises. The heads of the new government are selecting the new candidates that they will propose for these boards, which were recently announced invalid by Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. In the meantime, the boards of publicly-owned enterprises continue to meet every month and make various decisions which are being recognized by UNMIK. The paper also notes that several days ago, UNMIK Pillar IV officials said that the position of UNMIK and Pillar IV is that all existing boards are functional until a new decision is made by the Board of the Kosovo Trust Agency. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Feith: No partition, no Serb police in Kosovo

· Austria recognises Republic of Kosovo

· Bush expects minorities to be respected in Kosovo

· As approves 18 draft laws in three days

· Greek Embassy in Skopje attacked, 9 police officers injured

· Macedonia makes pressure over the border

· Azerbaijan will withdraw its troops from Kosovo
Other headlines
· Heads of the police still without any decision on rebelled Serbs (2)
· Serbia gets ready to sue countries that recognise Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Blast near the Court House in Mitrovica, two police vehicles damaged (2)

· Albania offer to Kosovo the experience of European integration (4)

· Kosovo’s independence dominates in talks for cooperation in the Balkans (4)

· Belgrade allowed attacks against the Embassies, says McConnell (5)

· Wikipedia on the Republic of Kosovo (7)

· Hackers unsatisfied with Kosovo’s independence attack Cheltenham (7)

· A window as a present for the Slovenian Embassy (7)

· Government and UNMIK with opposite stances on POE boards (8)

Zëri

Front page   
· Serb entity with special power, police and judiciary
· Editorial: Procedures and reality

· Many question marks in LDK!

· George Bush: We expect independent Kosovo to fully respect minority rights

· Peter Feith appointed international civilian representative in Kosovo

· Austria recognises Kosovo’s independence

· Because of Russia, Kosovo’s membership into the UN will not be that easy

· Who advises Prime Minister Thaçi?
Other headlines

· Kosovo’s independence leaves Sofia meeting in shadow (2)
· New security challenges for Kosovo (2)
· Communiqué of the International Steering Group (ISG) on Kosovo (3)

· Editorial: KPS like a red line (3)

· The meeting with rebelled police held in Kusce village, the answer expected today (4)

· Casey: NATO will stay in Kosovo as long as necessary (4)

· Serbia withdraws three more ambassadors from the countries that recognise Kosovo (4)

· KPS in Strpce fulfils its duties, security situation continues to be stable (4)

· Kostunica: Serbia in EU only with Kosovo (5)

· Huge splits in Serbia’s National Security Council (5)

· Tadic: Recognition of Kosovo does not bring stability, we do not give up membership into EU (5)

· CIA: Belgrade has allowed attacks against American Embassy (6)

· Churkin: Russia will continue to observe the situation in Kosovo (6)

· Slovenia to recognise soon Kosovo’s independence, says Volk (8)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Albanians 90 percent, “deleted” in the constitution

· Editorial: Forgotten

· Four red lines on Kosovo

· Austria recognises Kosovo
 

Other headlines

· €140m for integration (2)
· Bush: Kosovo borders are clearly defined (4)

· Serbia and Kosovo clash in Sofia meeting (4)

· Volk: Slovenia to recognise  independence by the beginning of March (4)
· American intelligence: Belgrade allowed attacks against Embassies (5)

· Serbia may be isolated (5)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Belgrade allowed attacks against Embassies

· Race in LDK unavoidable

· Bush confirms: Kosovo borders are defined

· Austria has recognised the state of Kosovo, Slovenia next week

· KPC ready to transform into KSF

· EU allocates €125m for Kosovo
Other headlines

· Feith: No partition of Kosovo (2)
· ISG: Ahtisaari plan will promote stability, prosperity and freedom for all (2)
· Ban Ki-moon has not sent a letter to EU (2)
· EU to send Serbia a demarche for attacks against embassies in Belgrade (2)
· Casey: NATO in Kosovo as long as necessary (3)

· Brown: Kosovo’s independence, the right road (3)

· Serb policemen continue to rebel (4)

· Five draft laws approved in principle (4)
Express

Front page

· Three black months

· Question mark on RTK

· Thaçi’s long walk

· Millions are coming
Other headlines

· Editorial: Homage advisors (2)
· Supervision without Russia (3)

· Kosovo’s borders are clear (3)

· Recognition by Austria (3)

· Kosovo leaves Sofia meeting in shadow (4)

· European Union and Kosovo (4)

· Serbs did not show up in KPS even today (7)
Lajm
Front page
· Separately

· Kosovo has its borders

· Austria recognised Kosovo, Hungary soon

· First recognition, then demarcation

· Threatened even with death

· He does not leave posts

· Favours, not only for Serbs
Other headlines

· For a stable, multiethnic and democratic state (2)
· Brown: Kosovo’s independence, the right road (2)

· NATO in Kosovo as long as necessary (3)

· KPC ready to become KSF (4)

· Kosovo leaves regional meeting in shadow (4)

· Five draft laws approved in principle (4)

· Slovenia to recognise Kosovo in march (5)

· European Commission allocates €125m for Kosovo (7)

· A 24-hour ultimatum (9)
Bota Sot
Front page
· Kosovo’s independent state was born through Kosovo citizens’ resistance and the blood of martyrs

· Two reserve NATO battalions ready to deploy in Kosovo

· European Commission allocates over €100m for Kosovo
· Austria has recognised Kosovo as an independent state 


Other headlines 
· Thanks for the American institution (2)
· There will be no partition of Kosovo (2)

· USA supports Kosovo’s independence (2)

· NATO will be in Kosovo as long as necessary (4)

· Kosovo’s independence is the right road ahead (4)

· KFOR will not tolerate violence in Kosovo (7)

· KPC ready to take over duties under its new name KSF (7)

· Ahtisaari plan will promote stability, prosperity and freedom for all Kosovo citizens (8)
· Volk: Recognition during the first days of March (8)

· There is only one Kosovo Police Service (KPS) (8)
InfoPress 
Front page
· Serbia builds illegally in Kosovo

· Kosovo’s pain and pride

· Kosovo’s borders are clear

· Recognition of Kosovo

· EU allocates €124.9m for Kosovo
Other headlines 
· Kosovo’s participation irritates Belgrade (2)

· Recognition before demarcation! (3)

· Kosovo’s independence, the right road ahead (4)
· Austria joins main countries (4)

· Successful phase of independence (5)

· Parallel institutions will not be allowed (5)
Belgrade Media Highlights


· Varma: No transfer of competencies from UNMIK to EULEX (Beta)

· International Steering Group for Kosovo formed (Tanjug)

· Kostunica: Illegal ISG in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

· Tadic: We are not giving up on either Kosovo or EU membership (Tanjug)

· Jeremic: We will request opinion of International Court of Justice (RTS/Tanjug)

· Government legal team for measures against Kosovo’s independence (Beta)

· Serbian ambassadors to be withdrawn from three European countries (Beta)

· Bush: Kosovo a difficult issue (RTS)

· Moscow: KFOR to adhere to UNSCR 1244 (Tanjug)

· Gross: Spain resolutely against Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

· Lukashenko: Belarus strongly supports Serbia (Tanjug)

· Gasparovich: Slovakia cautious regarding Kosovo’s independence (Beta)

· Azerbayjan withdraws troops from Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Students continue to rally in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)

Varma: No transfer of competencies from UNMIK to EULEX (Beta)

The spokesperson of the UN Secretary-General Brendan Varma has denied the claims of the EU Special Envoy for Kosovo Pieter Feith that the process of transferring competencies from UNMIK to EULEX had commenced. The UN mission didn’t enter the transition period and will continue to perform its duties that had been entrusted to it by UNSCR 1244 until the UN SC decides otherwise, said Varma. The UN official said that only the SC could pass a decision on the cessation of UNMIK’s mandate. Stating that there are deep divisions in the SC on that issue, Varma said that the stand of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is that UNMIK will act in Kosovo until the highest body of the World Organization decides that its mandate ends.

International Steering Group for Kosovo formed (Tanjug)

The International Steering Group (ISG) for Kosovo, involving representatives of 15 countries, was formed in Vienna and at its first meeting it was decided that Pieter Feith is to be an international civilian representative in Kosovo. Feith told the press conference that the ISG is a coalition of countries, as he stated, friends of an independent Kosovo state and that it includes five members of the Contact Group – the US, UK, France, Germany and Italy, as well as Austria, the Czech Republic, Sweden, Turkey, Finland, Belgium, Denmark, Hungary, Slovenia and Switzerland. Feith said that the ISG members ordered implementation of Ahtisaari’s plan in Kosovo and emphasized that international presence would be represented throughout the province. We will not accept violence or some parallel security institutions in Kosovo, said Feith.

Kostunica: Illegal ISG in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian Premier Vojislav Kostunica assessed that the establishment of the so-called International Steering Group for implementation of the Ahtisaari Plan in Kosovo represents the harshest violation of international law, UNSCR 1244, and the Serbian Constitution. Kostunica pointed that at issue is a self-imposing and illegal group whose decisions are legally invalid. Warning that this is an overt policy of force and the harshest legal violence against the state that is a UN member and for which the UN Charter must be valid, Kostunica emphasized that violence against Serbia must stop immediately. The Serbian Prime Minister stated that it is necessary that UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, who is solely authorized for implementation of UNSCR 1244, states who, when and on what legal grounds the decision was made to form this self-declared international administrative group and appoint an international civil representative for implementing Ahtisaari’s plan. 
Serbian Premier Vojislav Kostunica stated that Serbian can be in the EU only with Kosovo as its integral part and that prior to any further negotiations on membership it must be clearly said what territory of Serbia the Union recognizes. Our position is that the territorial integrity of Serbia is more than important, Kostunica told Russian RV Russia Today. He emphasized that Kosovo is not just an issue of Serbia’s integrity, but also the Serbian identity and that the best evidence of that is the fact that the Serbs throughout the world reacted to dismemberment of Serbia and unilateral proclamation of independence of the southern province. Kostunica pointed that there is another obstacle in negotiations with Brussels – the EU mission that was sent to Kosovo. This also violates territorial integrity and sovereignty of Serbia, since many EU member states already recognized Kosovo’s independence, emphasized the Serbian Prime Minister. 

Tadic: We are not giving up on either Kosovo or EU membership (Tanjug)

Serbia will not give up its twofold objective – defense of Kosovo and the EU membership, stated Serbian President Boris Tadic. In his interview for El Pais daily, he said that citizens understand that Serbia must take the path leading to Europe although some European countries are not just in terms of Serbia’s integrity. People understand that Serbia must be an EU member, that it is a Serbian national interest, Tadic said. As for last week’s incidents in Belgrade over illegitimate proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, Tadic said that he does not expect either new demonstrations or new unrest. Belgrade has a principled position on defense of the Serbian interests and international law. Serbia will utilize all diplomatic and political means to defend those interests, but without violence, said Tadic. He pointed that without a stable Serbia, the Balkans will not be stable or the region integrated into European structures. He emphasized that countries that recognized illegal Kosovo made a historical mistake that does not contribute to stability. 

Jeremic: We will request opinion of International Court of Justice (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated in Sofia that Serbia would be requesting an opinion of the International Court of Justice in The Hague whether unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence represents violation of international law. At the margins of the session of the Process of Cooperation in Southeastern Europe, Jeremic called upon states, primarily those in the region, to refrain from declaration of their stance on Kosovo’s independence before the international Court of Justice announces its position on this issue, the Bulgarian BTA agency reports. He added that recognition of independence of the southern Serbian province represents an attack against territorial integrity of Serbia. 

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic emphasized in Sofia that it is shameful that some countries, by recognizing Kosovo, chose to support countries outside the region, which make force and justice equal, instead of electing regional solidarity. As a result, the debate was revived on legitimacy of internationally recognized borders and consequences that are already felt throughout the world despite the claim that Kosovo is a unique case, warned Jeremic at the session of the Process of Cooperation in Southeastern Europe. According to him, in order for illegal Kosovo’s independence to be realized, powers behind this concept offered deals and applied pressure throughout the region, Europe and the world. Some states succumbed to the pressure, others might, while some never will, said Jeremic. Serbian Foreign Minister reiterated that Kosovo would never become a UN or OSCE member. Even at this gathering, Kosovo is a guest of the chair, rather than a participant, emphasized Jeremic. He reiterated that Serbia would never leave the position that the future status of its southern province must be resolved through negotiations and compromise. 

Government legal team for measures against Kosovo’s independence (Beta)

The Serbian Government decided to form a legal team for measures aimed at protection of Serbia’s interests before international courts in regard to illegal and unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence. After the session, Minister for Education Zoran Loncar specified that the team will encompass the most prominent local experts for international law as well as foreign, if and when needed. The Minister expressed conviction that competence of the International Court of Justice might be established for protection of sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. 

Serbian ambassadors to be withdrawn from three European countries (Beta)

The Serbian Foreign Ministry has sent protest notes to the authorities of Poland, Switzerland and Austria over their decision to recognize unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo’s independence. In accordance with the Serbian Government Action Plan, Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic ordered urgent withdrawal of the Serbian ambassadors from these countries for consultations. 

Bush: Kosovo a difficult issue (RTS)

US President George Bush stated that he understands that Kosovo is a difficult issue and reiterated that the US believes that supervised independence of the province will lead to peace in the region. As VOA conveyed, asked how Washington’s support to alteration of Balkan borders and recognition of Kosovo’s independence contribute to US national security, Bush responded that one of the consequences of the conflict in this region was the wish of the US and some other UN member states to support Ahtisaari’s plan, that is, supervised independence of Kosovo. 

Moscow: KFOR to adhere to UNSCR 1244 (Tanjug)

The Russian Foreign Ministry stated that it is necessary that international forces in Kosovo strictly adhere to their mandate determined by UNSCR 1244. In talks with Deputy NATO Secretary General Martin Erdman regarding the tense situation in Kosovo after unilaterally proclaimed independence, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Aleksandr Grushko emphasized that it is necessary for KFOR to strictly adhere to its mandate specified by UNSCR 1244, the statement reads. 

Gross: Spain resolutely against Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

Spain cannot recognize unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo’s independence for legal as well as principled reasons, stated Spanish State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Bernandino Leon Gross. He pointed that the Kosovo Assembly decision is contrary to provisions of UNSCR 1244, the UN Charter, and the Final Helsinki Act, which clearly guarantee sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. Spain also opposes such decision as the secession was ethnically based, which is entirely contrary to principles proclaimed by official Madrid, emphasized Gross. He warned that the secession of Kosovo is contrary to everything the international community stood for in the Balkans from the onset of the tragic conflicts at the beginning of the 90s. 

Lukashenko: Belarus strongly supports Serbia (Tanjug)

Belarus President Aleksandr Lukashenko sent a message to his Serbian counterpart Boris Tadic emphasizing that the authorities in Minsk strongly support Serbia in its battle for preservation of sovereignty and territorial integrity. Quoting that the authorities in Minsk reacted with great concern over proclamation of an independent Kosovo, Lukashenko pointed that recognition of this illegal act by some western countries clearly shows the extent of allegedly friendly intentions of the West towards Serbia. Implementation of double standards in such a sensitive case is intolerable and might have unforeseeable consequences, warned Lukashenko. He stated that the crises could be resolved only based on UNSCR 1244, the UN Charter and other documents of international law. 

Gasparovich: Slovakia cautious regarding Kosovo’s independence (Beta)

Slovakia will not rush and recognize Kosovo’s independence and will cautiously follow up on the further development of the political situation in the region, stated Slovakian President Ivan Gasparovich. He warned that the situation in Kosovo is very tense and that the Kosovo Assembly decision to proclaim independence might lead to destabilization in other countries. At issue is the problem from the point of international law that opens many issues and might create serious difficulties to the international community, Gasparovich pointed. 

Azerbayjan withdraws troops from Kosovo (Tanjug)

Azerbayjan President Ilham Aliyev has requested the parliament to vote on the withdrawal of this state’s soldiers from Kosovo, stated deputy Azerbayjan Foreign Minister Araz Azimov. The parliament is expected to vote on that issue on 4 March and adopt the proposal of the president, Reuters reports. Azimov has recently assessed that unilateral proclamation of Kosovo has drastically changed the political scene. Azerbayjan has had 33 soldiers in Kosovo since 1999. Azerbayjan is in dispute with neighboring Yermenia regarding the region of Nagorno Karabakh. The two countries are technically still at war, while Azerbayjan fears that independence of Kosovo could additionally encourage separatists in the region. Yermanian separatists in Nagorno Karabakh overthrew the Azerbayjan authorities in the war during the 90s when around 35,000 people lost their lives.

Students continue to rally in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)

Students of the Pristina University, temporarily seated in Kosovska Mitrovica, have again protested for the 11th day now, over unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence. 

In front of the District and Municipal Court in northern Kosovska Mitrovica, Serbs have again rallied requesting to return to their jobs in judicial institutions. Serb judicial employees were joined and supported by citizens of northern Kosovska Mitrovica. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















