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· KFOR declares Gates 1 and 31 military zones (dailies)

· Assembly with a Resolution defending state integrity (dailies) 

· Ashton wanted dialogue in Leposavic, Thaçi refused (Koha)

· EULEX says Government intervention in the north was illegal (Koha)

· Westerwelle, Hague: Kosovo’s territorial integrity to be respected (Epoka)
· OSCE condemns violence and encourages dialogue in Kosovo (dailies) 

· Fitou: EULEX should respect Kosovo’s Constitution (Koha) 

· Borg-Olivier: The time has come to claim the north (Zëri)

· The north at the Security Council (Express) 

· Now, do not support smuggling! (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR declares Gates 1 and 31 military zones, angers Serbia (dailies)
Several dailies report on the front pages that on Thursday KFOR troops barricaded Gates 1 and 31 in the northern part of Kosovo and rejected Serbia’s request to return the crossing before July 25th. 
Yesterday, KFOR commander Erhard Buhler met representatives from Serbia who after the meeting said they were disappointed with the results and that international forces were establishing Kosovo’s sovereignty at the border crossing points. 

“Unfortunately, the meeting was unsuccessful because KFOR received orders from its headquarters to implement the decisions of the Government in Pristina,” said Borko Stefanovic, head of Serbia’s negotiating team. He also claimed that with its latest actions KFOR was stepping outside UNSC Resolution 1244. 

Talks between KFOR and Serbian representatives are expected to resume on Friday, but Stefanovic said chances are slim that KFOR will give ground. 

The paper also notes that at Gates 1 and 31 KFOR has orders to shoot at anyone that poses a threat to the personnel and property. Meanwhile, Kosovo customs officers have been deployed at Gate 31, but not at Gate 1 because of the damaged logistics. 
Epoka e Re says that KFOR has managed to unblock the road that links Gate 31 with the town of Mitrovica which has been blocked since July 25th. Immediately after the road was unblocked, local Serbs gathered at the site and gunshots were heard.
Assembly with a Resolution defending state integrity (dailies) 

Dailies report that the Kosovo Assembly endorsed Thursday a new resolution which requests that the Government enact constitutional authority at border points 1 and 31, and undertake all required actions to establish sovereignty. The Resolution, which was objected to only by the Liberal Independent Party, obliges the Government to respect reciprocity measures with Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina at all border points. 

The Kosovo Assembly at the extraordinary session, called on the international community to support state institutions attempt to establish the rule of law in the entire state, and also appealed to all citizens to keep the peace, constitutional order and the rule of law in the whole of Kosovo. 

Ashton wanted dialogue in Leposavic, Thaçi refused (Koha)

Citing unnamed sources, the paper reports that EU High Representative for Comman Foreign Policy Catherine Ashton telephoned Prime Minister Thaçi and Serbian President Tadic on Monday evening.  She told them to end the violence at the border through dialogue facilitated by the EU in Leposavic. Prime Minister Thaçi rejected the idea. 

“The Prime Minister said that dialogue could not be held in Leposavic. He expressed readiness to meet the Serbian side, but only in Brussels,” said a government member, close to the Prime Minister. “He said he would not talk to Belgrade, not even in Brussels, on issues related to establishing the rule of law in the territory of Kosovo.” 
EULEX says Government intervention in the north was illegal (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the EU rule-of-law mission in Kosovo believes that the Govenrment’s decision to establish control over Gates 1 and 31 at the border with Serbia was illegal; therefore, it refused to support the police operation. 

Reliable sources in the Government of Kosovo told the paper EULEX called on its executive competencies when it was requested last week to implement the decision on reciprocity measures with Serbia. Whereas, when it was told that the Government would implement measures even without EULEX’s blessing, the latter said the government could not do so. EULEX officials said such an enterprise would be illegal.
“Last week the Prime Minister had contacts with the EULEX chief who refused to support the government in implementing reciprocity measures at the Jarinje and Brnjak border crossing points. The Prime Minister made it clear to him that he would act alone, but De Marnhac said that he should not even think about acting,” said the source. “De Marnhac said the Government could not act unilaterally because EULEX can perform its legal executive competencies. He made his position in consultation with Brussels.”

Westerwelle, Hague: Kosovo’s territorial integrity to be respected (Epoka)

Epoka e Re reports that the Foreign Ministers of Germany and Great Britain, Guido Westerwelle and William Hague, expressed deep concern over the outbreak of violence at the border between Kosovo and Serbia and said on Thursday that the territorial integrity of Kosovo must be respected. 
In a joint statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Berlin, Westerwelle and Hague told Belgrade that discussions within the EU in autumn will play an important role in resolving the contested issues with Kosovo.

Westerwelle and Hague condemned the use of violence and added that parties should refrain from acts of violence and acts that can have a negative impact on stability and security.

OSCE condemns violence and encourages dialogue in Kosovo (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that the OSCE chairperson and Minister of the Foreign Affairs of Lithuania, Audronius Azubalis, condemned the violent incidents and encouraged dialogue in Kosovo on Thursday.
“Such actions increase tensions and weaken the spirit of cooperation that is necessary for progress,” said Azubalis. He appealed on Kosovo and Serbia to return to the dialogue headed by the European Union. 

According to the press release, the General Council of this organization discussed on Thursday the recent events in Kosovo. 
Fitou: EULEX should respect Kosovo’s Constitution (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the French Ambassador in Kosovo Jean Francois Fitou said for KTV that the Government will shoulder all responsibility from its decision to act unilaterally in the north, no matter if the result will be positive or negative. 

He considers that EULEX should respect the Constitution and decision of a state. “EULEX is not here to implement all the decision of the Government of Kosovo, because there is room for discussions on this,” said Fitou. 

The north at the Security Council (Express) 

The United Nations Security Council discussed behind closed doors Thursday evening the situation in Kosovo, while Serbia’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Vuk Jeremic, met with the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. 

Since the meeting had a consultative form, Jeremic was not be allowed to participate and speak, instead a meeting with the UNSG was arranged for him. 

Kosovo was the second issue discussed at the UN SC, after the issue of Sudan.  15 UN SC member states participated at the meeting. The meeting was urgently called by Serbia after the events in the north of Kosovo. The Spokesperson of the German mission, the state that presides over the Security Council this month, informed that the report by the UN Department for Peaceful Operations was presented at the meeting.  

Borg-Olivier: The time has come to claim the north (Zëri)

Zëri carries an interview with Alexander Borg-Olivier, former head of the UNMIK Legal Office, who resigned in 2008 saying that he could no longer work for an institution that does not recognize the independence of Kosovo. In 2008, Borg-Olivier was appointed special advisor to Prime Minister Thaçi and now he works as an attorney providing legal counsel for businesses wanting to invest in Kosovo. Borg-Olivier told the paper that the government’s action in the northern part of Kosovo was a result of the failure of the international community, “which for 12 years failed to do anything to stop the violence in Mitrovica”.

“Kosovo was forced to tolerate the violation of its sovereignty and territorial integrity in the interest of regional stability. It showed restraint from irresponsible actions by choosing the path of dialogue and good neighborly relations, but it was never rewarded for this approach. Therefore, the international community should bear responsibility for its flaws and for failing to act on issues that have inevitably produced crisis,” Borg-Olivier was quoted as saying.
Now, do not support smuggling! (Zëri)

Zëri, on the front page calls on all citizens of Kosovo not to use products that are smuggled into the country from Serbia. “We believe in free trade that is regulated only by law. We call on media, non-governmental organizations, associations and businesses to support this call,” the paper adds.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR declares Gates 1 and 31 military zones, angers Serbia

· Kosovo Assembly adopts resolution in defense of state integrity

· Border officers at the frontlines with empty stomachs

· Surroi: The gates of negotiations

· EULEX says Government intervention in the north was illegal

· Veterans, no benefit from law on war values

· Cooper: Dialogue was and remains empty process

· Serbia and Bosnia feel reciprocity measures

Other headlines

· Ashton wanted dialogue in Leposavic – Thaçi refused (3)

· Berisha supports constitutional order in the north (3)

· Topi: Kosovo’s sovereignty, untouchable (3)

· Fitou: EULEX to respect the Constitution of Kosovo (3)

· OSCE condemns violence and encourages dialogue in Kosovo (3)

· AKB: EULEX caused damages worth millions (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Now, do not support smuggling!

· The north, a KFOR zone

· The time has to claim the north

· Filipaj: Why this front page

· They call on EULEX to leave

· Haxhiu: The Balkanized EULEX

Other headlines

· Albania supports Kosovo (2)

· France condemns violence in the north (2)

· Kosovo, a key condition (2)

· EULEX doesn’t comment on Thaçi’s statements (4)

· Lunacek accuses Belgrade for the violence (4)

· UN closes its doors to Serbia (5)

· Assembly adopts a resolution on the north (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· KFOR will shoot if border points in the north are attacked 

· Unity for state

· 300 charges against Serbia, on war crimes

· Assembly with a resolution on the north 

Other headlines

· Disappointed with EULEX (2)

· Albania supports action of Kosovo Police (2)

· Ashton does not support biased actions (2)

· France requests end to the violence (4)

· ICO requests restraint and negotiations (4)

· UN SC does not want to listen to Jeremic’s nonsense (4)

· Interruption of discussions brought violence (4)

· Buhler: Harsh measures await extremists (5)

· Embargo towards Serbia, implemented at all border points (6)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Demaçi: EULEX is keeping Belgrade’s side

· Burn Serbian goods

· KFOR declares points 1 and 31, military zones 

· There will not be a lack of goods

Other headlines

· Kosovo’s territorial integrity to be respected (2)

· Judah: Kosovo and Serbia, two prisoners with one pair of handcuffs (2)

· Assembly issues a Resolution on defense of sovereignty (3)

· Kurti calls on pan-national mobilization (3)

· Last news: KFOR clears the road that connects border point 31 with Mitrovica (4)

· Analysts: EULEX failed (5)

· Berisha: The ghost of greater Serbia, a danger for the region (5)

· Topi: We support Kosovo (5)

· KSF unit showed good results in Holland (6)

· Feith condemns violence in the north (7)

Express
Front page

· NATO takes things over  

· We will not back down

· The north at the Security Council

Other headlines

· Raçi: They received what they asked for (2)

· SLS condemns violence in the north (4)

· Support integrity (4)

· OSCE encourages dialogue (4)

· Declare a state of emergency (5)

· Ashton condemns violence in the north (5)

· Violence unacceptable (5)

· The north passes (6)

· Albania’s support (6)

· Lunacek: Serbia should recognize customs stamps (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· With a “soft” resolution confronting Serb criminals in the north

· Berisha: Albania ready to defend Kosovo 

· Vetëvendosje requests announcement of the state of emergency  

· Hooper: The dialogue is dead

· Buhler: KFOR can kill Serb rebels as well

Other headlines

· Topi: Kosovo’s sovereignty, untouchable (2)

· SC with a meeting behind the closed doors, Minister Hoxhaj present (2)

· Ashton condemns violence in the north (3)

· Shahini: EULEX failed, it should leave Kosovo (8)

· None of  Serbian goods is entering Kosovo  (8)

· Feith appeals on calmness (9)

· War Veterans appeal for calm (9)

· Buhler: Killers and causers of violence to be found (11)
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