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· EU points finger at Serbia for failure of dialogue (Koha) 

· Serbia blocks dialogue (Express)

· Security Council holds urgent meeting on Kosovo (Express) 

· Thaçi: We have initiated contacts with northern Serbs (dailies)

· After attack on KFOR, Serbs beat up multiethnic group in the north (dailies)

· Hysa: The status-quo is melting in the north (Koha) 

· Experts: Death of Witness X does not impede legal process (dailies)

· Blair’s former right hand advises Kosovo Government (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

EU points finger at Serbia for failure of dialogue (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union has not hesitated to point the finger at Serbia’s delegation, blaming it for the interruption of the new round of the dialogue, schedule to be held on Tuesday and Wednesday in Brussels. This time, in a clear announcement, the facilitator of the dialogue, Robert Cooper, stated emphatically that the border points in Jarinje and Bërnjak would not be part of the dialogue. During this round of discussions, regional initiatives, telecommunication and the implementation of the previous agreement were on the agenda.
This daily reports that during the two days, several separate meetings were held between the mediator Cooper and the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary Philip Reeker, with Serbian and Kosovo delegations. The Serbian party tried to impose the inclusion of the situation in the north and border crossings in the discussions but it was rejected by the EU. 

Some sources quote the chief of the Serbian delegation Borislav Stefanovic as using the emotional words, such as “while the blood is being pored in the north, we cannot discuss telephones.” However, the EU does not share the same interpretation regarding the developments in the north. Not only does the EU not accept that “there was violence against the unarmed Serbian population” but it also refuses to change the international presence there, EULEX and KFOR.  

Serbia blocks dialogue (Express)

Express reports that the seventh round of negotiations between Pristina and Belgrade in Brussels has failed. The European Union notified the press that the talks were cancelled after the Serbian delegation refused to attend the meeting. Robert Cooper, the EU facilitator of talks between the two countries, said he would visit Pristina and Belgrade in efforts to revive the process. Meanwhile, the Kosovo delegation blamed the Serbian side for the failure of the seventh round, whereas Belgrade said it would not attend any talks until the situation in the northern part of Kosovo is included in the process. 

Security Council holds urgent meeting on Kosovo (Express) 

Express reports that the members of the Security Council gathered on Wednesday evening at an urgent meeting with Kosovo and Syria on its agenda. The meeting was held behind closed doors. Kosovo was on the agenda at the request of Russia, after the latest developments at the border, where several KFOR soldiers and some Serb extremists were injured. “We are especially concerned about the violence exercised by KFOR on the Serb population. The news that it also shot at an ambulance carrying the wounded to the hospital is also terrible,” said Russian Foreign Ministry, justifying the request to the UN.  

Thaçi: We have initiated contacts with northern Serbs (dailies)

Several dailies report that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Wednesday that he has initiated contacts with Serbs in northern Kosovo. Thaçi did not say who he was contacting and why, but added that contacts have intensified ever since the situation in northern Kosovo became more tense. 

“The only solution is of course communication with the Serb community in the north. We have already initiated contacts. Contacts have existed even earlier but now they are more active and more dynamic,” Thaçi said after the government meeting yesterday. “We will show good will for communication, but at the same time we won’t spare anything to implement our objectives and needs, primarily those of citizens who have remained hostage of Belgrade’s dreams for division which will not happen.”

Zëri quotes Thaçi as saying that there will be no return to the situation before July 25th. Thaçi also expressed readiness to continue the dialogue with Serbia. 
After attack on KFOR, Serbs beat up multiethnic group in the north (dailies)

All dailies report that Serbs from northern Kosovo attacked a multiethnic group of Kosovans on Wednesday. A group of 41 Kosovans of different ethnic backgrounds were working alongside the Ibër River in Mitrovica in the place called Qesmellugë when three cars carrying ten masked Serbs stopped and starting beating them up with baseball bats, fists and stones. The group of 41 people was contracted by USAID to clean up the riverbed. 
The police confirmed the incident which sparked tensions in the Bosnian Neighborhood. The Pristina-based Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms reported that five Albanians and one Bosniak suffered bodily injuries. A police spokesman in Mitrovica later told reporters that the incident is not believed to be ethnically-motivated but was rather a settling of scores over the tender. 

Zëri reports that the U.S. Embassy in Pristina issued a press release harshly condemning the attack against the multiethnic group in Mitrovica. “We condemn violence used by people who follow a political agenda from the past and who undermine public wellbeing,” read the statement.
Koha Ditore reports that the international community has condemned attacks by Serb groups in northern Kosovo but that Russia has not followed suit. The latter is calling for a United Nations session on Kosovo, arguing that KFOR units have exercised violence against the Serb population.  

Hysa: The status-quo is melting in the north (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Government coordinator for the strategy of the north, Ylber Hysa, said in a debate held at Bern University, that the origin of the problem in the north of Kosovo is UNMIK, as it tolerated the status-quo, which now, when an exit strategy is required for international actors, after the declaration of the independence of Kosovo, has become dangerous. At the debate on the north of Kosovo, where in addition to Hysa was the Swiss independent researcher Olivier Hanner, who worked at Swiss Foreign Ministry and lived in Mitrovica for three years and Andreas Ernst, correspondent of Neue Zuricher Zeitung. 
Experts: Death of Witness X does not impede legal process (dailies)

Koha Ditore quotes legal experts as saying that the death of Witness X in the trial against Fatmir Limaj and others on alleged war crimes committed in the village of Kleçka will not impede the legal process. Experts argue that the testimony of the late witness is considered valid and acceptable. 
Agim Zogaj, who until Tuesday was known only as Witness X, was found dead on Monday evening in a park in Germany. Zogaj was under the custody of EULEX for two years ever since he surrendered himself to authorities and started testifying about crimes allegedly committed by Limaj and his associates. 
Zogaj left behind written and recorded testimonies that will be used in the trial against Limaj which is scheduled to start in late October. Legal experts also told the paper that his testimony is valid for the prosecution because defense attorneys had already interviewed the late Zogaj.

Express reports on the front page that Zogaj, the key witness in the Limaj trial, died in mysterious circumstances. Zogaj’s family members are blaming EULEX “for kidnapping their son”.
Zëri reports on the front page that attorneys are blaming EULEX for Zogaj’s death, while EULEX officials are not providing any details surrounding the case. 

Blair’s former right hand advises Kosovo Government (Koha)

Citing reports in British media, Koha Ditore reports that Alistair Campbell, former public relations advisor to British Prime Minister Tony Blair, has been engaged by the Government of Kosovo to advise it in its communication strategy especially with Serbia. 
Alistair, who is known as the spin doctor in Britain and Blair’s right hand man, was known for his harsh language and aggressiveness, although The Times in London reports that in his contacts with Pristina he was much more obliging. 
British media reported that after only three days of working in Kosovo last week, Campbell is already preparing a report advising the Kosovo Government how to improve its communication. If the report is accepted, Campbell will start regular work for the government and will help convey Kosovo’s message to the world in addition to assisting it to improve its internal communications. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· EU points finger at Serbia for failure of dialogue

· Hysa: Status quo in the north is melting

· Death of Witness X does not impede legal trial, experts say

· Klinaku: We will raise issue of political dialogue with Serbia at the Assembly

· Oil in Kosovo now must meet EU standards

Other headlines

· Blair’s former right-hand man advises Kosovo Government (2)

· After attack on KFOR, Serbs beat up multiethnic group in the north (3)

· Thaçi: We have initiated contacts with Serbs in the north (3)

· Eight KFOR soldiers were wounded in Jarinje (3)

· Thaçi is certain that the Bosniak community will help achieve the recognition of Bosnia (4)

· Asanaj: Politics had no influence over KPA (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Witness X found dead
· KFOR opens up a frontline near Ibër
· Thaçi: No going back on the north

· Çollaku: To act like a state

· Hill International supervises the highway illegally

Other headlines

· Coordination for law and order in the north (2)

· U.S. condemns violence in the north (2)

· Russia laments over wounded Serbs in the north (2)

· Germany condemns violence in the north (2)

· Serbia withdraws from talks (3)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Serbia responsible for failure of dialogue

· Editorial: Expected failure

· PTK to be privatized in 2012

· Ministry of Returns neck deep in misuses

· Witness X found dead in Germany

Other headlines

· NATO warns Serb extremists (2)

· U.S. Embassy condemns attack in Mitrovica (2)

· EU and U.S. support Kosovar side (3)

· LDK calls for talks with Serbia to be interrupted (4)

· Russia frustrated over KFOR’s reaction in the north (4)
· German police: Witness X committed suicide (5)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Corruption, you as well deputy prosecutor 

· Thaçi: We will remove the barricades

· Belgrade receives another stroke

· I am not leaving because of the internationals

· Witness X hangs himself in Germany

Other headlines

· Cooper to visit Belgrade and Pristina soon (2)

· Stefanovic: Dialogue continues when the solution for the north is found (2)

· Dialogue also part of the Progress Report (2)

· Tahiri met with Cooper and Reeker (2)

· Serbia continues to be destructive (3)

· Serbs injure six Albanians an a Bosniak (5)

Express

Front page

· Agim’s mystery

· Serbia blocks the dialogue

· Ministry fined

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Fruits of the constructive politics (2)

· Rexhepi: Do we need economic nationalism (3)

· Serbia’s membership in the EU depends on Kosovo (4)

· Security Council, an urgent meeting on Kosovo (5)

· Thaçi: Trust Kosovo (5)

· Bosnia should recognize Kosovo (6)

· Bundeswehr rebuts them  (7)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Agim Zogaj, known as witness X, found dead in Germany

· Thaçi: We will face the criminal and illegal structures

· Minister declares war to fuel traders

· Everyone against “barricaded” Serbs in the north

Other headlines

· Kosovo tonight at the UN SC (2)

· Exports to Serbia only with Kosovo documents (4)

· A group of gangsters attack Albanians in the north Mitrovica (4)

· There is no success without Americans, EU is not serious (6)

· U.S. Embassy condemns the attack of workers in the north Mitrovica (6)

· Kacin: Municipalities in the north should slowly integrate (7)
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