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· Technical dialogue to resume in November (Koha Ditore)

· Kuçi: We are not begging Serbia to enter dialogue (Epoka e Re)

· UNMIK to have influence in the north (Express)

· Kacin: Autonomy for the north in exchange for recognition (Express)

· Lunacek: Visa liberalization roadmap in December (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Technical dialogue to resume in November (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo chief negotiator Edita Tahiri and her Serbian counterpart Borislav Stefanovic are likely to meet again in November. Diplomatic sources told the paper that conclusions in another three areas: energy, telecommunications and Kosovo’s representation in regional initiatives are expected to be reached before December. The same sources said that the achievement of these conclusions and the implementation of previous conclusions will help restore faith between the two parties which was seriously damaged after developments in northern Kosovo.

Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman for the European Union High Representative Catherine Ashton, confirmed to the paper that the goal of Cooper’s team is for parties to resume talks in November. “We will try to resume dialogue as soon as possible. Topics that were previously on the table such as telecommunications, energy and Kosovo’s cooperation in regional initiatives will be once again on the agenda. Our goal is to have dialogue in November,” Kocijancic said.
Sources told the paper that in regional initiatives, Kosovo will not be represented as the Republic of Kosovo (Kosovo’s request) or as Kosovo 1244 (Serbia’s request), but simply as Kosovo. 

Kuçi: We are not begging Serbia to enter dialogue (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re quotes Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying that Kosovo is not begging Serbia to enter into dialogue but it would like it to respect the agreements reached. He called on the EU and U.S. to evaluate the implementation of agreements that Kosovo and Serbia reached in Brussels.

UNMIK to have influence in the north (Express)

Express reports that UNMIK chief Farid Zarif and the Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic have agreed that international missions in Kosovo must operate in line with their status-neutral mandate in order to normalize the situation in Kosovo. Zarif and Bogdanovic met in Belgrade where they discussed the possibility of UNMIK, within its mandate, to work on alleviating tensions in the northern part of Kosovo. Bogdanovic said the crisis in northern Kosovo should be resolved by respecting UNSC Resolution 1244.
Kacin: Autonomy for the north in exchange for recognition (Express)

The European Parliament’s Rapporteur for Serbia, Jelko Kacin, told Pristina-based Radio Dukagjini that autonomy for the northern part of Kosovo could be a solution that would ultimately lead to Serbia’s recognition of Kosovo. He added that any solution accepted by northern Kosovo Serbs would be acceptable for Serbia too. “Kosovo and Serbia must find a solution,” Kacin said.

“Some sort of local autonomy within Kosovo, for the north could be a step forward that would ultimately lead to Kosovo’s recognition by Serbia,” Kacin elaborated. “Ultimately, anything that is accepted by Serbs in northern Kosovo would certainly be accepted by Serbia too.”

Kacin also said that talks between Kosovo and Serbia must resume before December, otherwise Serbia will not get EU candidate status.
Lunacek: Visa liberalization roadmap in December (dailies)
All dailies report that during her visit to Pristina on Friday, the European Parliament Rapporteur for Kosovo Ulrike Lunacek said Kosovo would get the visa liberalization roadmap in December. Lunacek told reporters at a press conference that the implementation of roadmap criteria depends completely on Kosovo institutions. “How long it take Kosovo to meet the roadmap requirements, depends totally on the work of its institutions, namely the Government of Kosovo,” Lunacek was quoted as saying.

Lunacek also said that the European Commissioner for Internal Affairs Cecilia Malstrom and Tanja Fajon, Rapporteur for Visa Liberalization for the Western Balkans, will bring the roadmap to Pristina. “I am confident that visa liberalization dialogue will begin in December,” she added.
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