[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                29 December 2011

· Elections in 2012, obstacle for dialogue (Koha)

· Cooper: Agreement is close (Express)

· Vetëvendosje to block border points if motion not implemented (Koha)

· Northern Serbs to hold a referendum in February (Koha/Express)

· LDD leader Nexhat Daci cannot run for president (Koha)

· Hasani says he is not influenced by the Government (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Elections in 2012, obstacle for dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that general elections in Serbia and presidential elections in Kosovo could prevent the continuation of the technical dialogue. Robert Cooper, the EU facilitator of the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, said he was unsatisfied with the course of dialogue because he would like to see the three remaining issues addressed and soon. 
Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri said the flow of the dialogue could be interrupted in the spring, because of foreseen national elections in Serbia. She also said that the process could also be interrupted due to developments in Kosovo. “We are also planning to enter into Presidential elections, so also there could be a temporary interruption of the talks,” Tahiri told Koha Ditore. 
Cooper: Agreement is close (Express)

The EU facilitator of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, Robert Cooper, is quoted as saying in Express, that both parties are close to accepting the agreement on regional representation but that there are some open issues proving to be difficult. Cooper said no one wants to force Serbia to recognize Kosovo or to amend its Constitution, and that a way must be found to respect Serbia’s position and at the same time to enable practical cooperation. 
Vetëvendosje to block border points if motion not implemented (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the Vetëvendosje Movement announced on Wednesday it would block two border points with Serbia on 14 January, if the Kosovo Government does not start to implement the voted motion in the Assembly, which calls for full political, economic and trade reciprocity with Serbia. 
According to Visar Ymeri, a deputy from Vetëvendosje, the border points in Merdare and in Dheu i Bardhë will be blocked if the Government will not implement reciprocity measures towards Serbia from 1 January 2012. “With this non recognition Kosovo should not negotiate, nor trade with Serbia, it should not have any relations. Only in this way will we put ourselves in an advantageous position towards Serbia. Kosovo does need relations with Serbia”, said Ymeri.

Northern Serbs to hold referendum in February (Koha/Express)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbs in northern Mitrovica and Zvecan will hold a referendum on 14 and 15 February next year to state whether they want Pristina’s institutions to deploy in the northern part of Kosovo. The decision was made in the meeting of the so-called municipal assemblies of these two parallel municipalities on Wednesday. 
Express quotes Kosovo Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi as saying that plans for a referendum are an illegal effort. Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, said the referendum could boomerang back on Kosovo Serbs.

LDD leader Nexhat Daci cannot run for president (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that regardless of the support he may get for running for President of Kosovo in the next presidential elections, LDD leader Nexhat Daci will not be able to do so because an article in the new Law on the Presidency stipulates that a person who has been found guilty of a penal act cannot run for the post. The paper recalls that Daci, former Assembly Speaker, was found guilty of two accounts of misappropriations when serving as Speaker.

Hasani says he is not influenced by the Government (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of the Constitutional Court of Kosovo, Enver Hasani, has refused to comment on the legality of the motion for reciprocity, voted in the Assembly a few weeks ago.  He has specifically refused to comment on whether or not it is obligatory for the Government. “I am not allowed to interpret it. It would be a conflict of interest if I comment on it”, said Hasani. 
In the yearly press conference, the head of Constitutional Court also talked about criticism that his institution was under the influence of the Kosovo Government when deciding that deputies do not have immunity. Hasani called the allegation absurd, and rejected any influence from the Government. According to him, the Government only made the request that the deputies and other institutional officials enjoy immunity, but it was not involved in the work of the Court. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Elections in 2012, obstacle for dialogue

· Vetëvendosje to block border crossing points if motion is not implemented

· Government will rent private buildings until 2015

Other headlines

· Names of MPs who didn’t respect will of Prizren citizens published (2)

· Hasani says he is not influenced by the government (3)

· Daci cannot run for President (4)

· KLA veterans want law to be returned to the Assembly (6)

· Albanians in northern Mitrovica block the road (7)

· Northern Serbs to hold referendum in February (7)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Solidarity with Limaj

· Daci calls for the unity of forces

· KLA Veterans call for protests

· KSF new uniform in 2012
Other headlines

· Serbs in the north declare referendum (2)

· Cooper: We are not imposing recognition of Kosovo on Serbia (2)

· Kosovo, European integrations and its challenges  (6)

Express
Front page

· Cousin wants more money

· They are determined for referendum/ 
Other headlines

· Daci says that LDD is being revived  (4)

· We worked without influence (5)

· Ah Presidency (5)

· Cooper: The agreement for regional presentation very close (6)

· They don’t agree on diplomacy (6)

· They announce blockade (6)

· The cousin’s debt (8)

· KSF with new uniform (9)

· The year of tenders (10)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Deputies who voted against Prizren and for the Serb church

· KSF with NATO standards and with national identity

· Did Nazim Bllaca meet with Hashim Thaçi during the election campaign?
Other headlines

· Cooper: Barricades to be removed without conditions (2)

· Vetëvendosje threatens blockade of border points with Serbia  (3)

· Hasani denies the influence of the Government in the Constitutional Court (8)
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