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Main Stories                                  30 June
__________________________________________________
· Kosovo signs membership agreement with World Bank and IMF (dailies)

· De Kermabon: 30 June, deadline for return of Serb police officers (dailies) 

· Bogdanovic: Serbian Government could invite Serbs to return to the Kosovo Police (Zëri)

· Karaçeva awaits Government’s word (Zëri) 

· The challenging five (Express)

· Serbia to hold local elections in Pristina and Peja (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo signs membership agreement with World Bank and IMF (dailies)

Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi formally signed the Articles of Agreement of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) thus making Kosovo a full-fledged member of these important financial institutions, papers report today. According to Thaçi, membership will not only have economic benefits, but also political ones. He said membership enforces Kosovo’s sovereignty and opens new perspectives for the country. The signing ceremony took place at the U.S. State Department in Washington, DC. 

Koha Ditore writes that Kosovo’s membership marks the beginning of an extraordinarily good era for the country, while Express stresses that Kosovo will be able to benefit from these institutions through loans and expertise. 
De Kermabon: 30 June, deadline for return of Serb police officers (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX chief Yves de Kermabon reiterated on Monday that the final deadline for the return of Serb police officers is [today] Tuesday, 30 June, at 16:00 hours. “This is the final deadline,” said de Kermabon. 

Kosovo Police announced earlier that if Serb police officers do not return to their work places prior to the deadline, a vacancy announcement for hiring new police officers from the Serb community would be released. 

The majority of Serb police officers left Kosovo Police after the declaration of independence, reports Koha, adding that up until 15 May 2009, police officers were suspended with payment. Since then, 50 Serb police officers have returned to the Kosovo Police. 
Bogdanovic: Serbian Government could invite Serbs to return in the Kosovo police (Zëri)
Zëri reports that the so-called Minister for Kosovo in the Government of Serbia, Goran Bogdanovic, said yesterday that political will in the Government of Serbia exists to invite Serbs to return in the Kosovo Police, adding that, according to Tanjug news agency, the conditions for this to happen possibly this week are being discussed. 

“We are having intensive talks with EULEX and we are close to a solution. Maybe this week we will have a solution and we will invite the Serbs to return to the Kosovo Police,” said Bogdanovic. He said that Belgrade is concerned with the chain of command for Serbian members of the police because it is not acceptable for Serb policemen to be under the Kosovo government chain of command. He also said that there is a need for Serbs in areas south of Mitrovica to be in the Kosovo Police, adding that in this way the Serb population would be more secure.

Karaçeva awaits Government’s word (Zëri) 
Zëri reports that concerns of residents of Karaçeva regarding Serbian Police patrols in the village and tensions over the contested part of the village in the neutral zone between Kosovo and Serbia were not addressed by Kosovo Government, yesterday.

Democratic League of Dardania (LDD) was the first to react, and accuse institutions for remaining indifferent and thereby allowing a violation of Kosovo’s sovereignty, reports this daily.  “LDD expresses serious indignation regarding the ignorance of the governing coalition regarding the recent developments in Kamenica,” says an LDD press release. 

Zëri also reports that KFOR has in the past few days sent a signal that the area does not belong to Kosovo. Because Karaçeva is considered to be a contested zone between Kosovo and Serbia, KFOR, based on its responsibility to secure the green zone, has taken over control and set regulations, adding that Kosovo Police is not allowed to enter a part of this village either. 

The challenging five (Express)
At a roundtable organized by the Kosovar Initiative for Stability (KIS) on the topic “Today we are talking without gloves”, it was concluded that one of the main challenges that the newest state is facing is economic development. In the meantime, non-recognition from five EU states poses new challenges which the country has to address. The Economist newspaper Balkans correspondent, Tim Judah said that the image of Kosovo as a black hole concerns him, adding that people still talk about conflict, crime and drugs. However, he sees the proverbial glass that is Kosovo as half full. He also said that the issue around the journalist Jeta Xharra, who claimed that she was threatened, has damaged Kosovo’s image. This case and other negative cases are used from countries that do not support Kosovo. 
He said that there are still serious problems in Kosovo. However, he emphasized that the expectations that there would be refugees and new conflicts following the declaration of independence have proved to be wrong because the issues have been managed well.

Dominik Zaum, lecturer in international relations and author of the book “The Paradox of Sovereignty: International norms and policies of state building”, said that the United Nations did not achieve the closure of its mission UNMIK, leaving different international institutions in Kosovo and unclearness on international direction. 
He evaluated that UNMIK is not in Kosovo with the will of Kosovars, adding the issue has to do with the relations in the UN Security Council, in particular relations between Russia and the United States. According to him, without taking into the account what happens in the International Court of Justice, UNMIK developments will be most influenced by Russia and Belgrade.
Serbia to hold local elections in Pristina and Peja (Koha Ditore)

Citing the Serbian news agency FoNet, Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s Elections Commission decided at a meeting held on Monday to proceed with local elections for the advisors at Pristina and Peja city assemblies. Elections are scheduled to be held on 16 August 2009, while the Serbian Elections Commission announced that the Serbian Government took the decision to approve the organizing and holding of these elections.  

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Kosovo member of important financial institutions 

· De Kermabon: 30 June, final deadline for return of Serb police

· Round table: Kosovo, “a half-full glass” 

Other headlines

· Serbia to hold local elections in Pristina and Peja (3)

· Communities have no complaints over freedom of movement, demand more budget (5)

· Swine flu in the vicinity, Ministry of Health alarmed (6)

· LDD accuses Government for indifference for violation of state sovereignty (6)

· Government doesn’t want University of Pristina under its control (7)

· Government breaches law by approving new TRA Board (8)

· Blerim Shala: Big challenge of local elections in Kosovo (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Who funds political party campaigns?

· Kosovo signs membership with World Bank and IMF

· Special spin-offs in crisis

· Karaçeva awaits word from Government

· Increased caution demanded from health institutions against swine flu

· Pristina University to elect new rector today? 

Other headlines

· Bogdanovic: Serbian Government could call on Serbs to return to Kosovo Police (2)

· De Kermabon: This is the final deadline for return of Serb police (2)

· Serbs continue to prevent customs officers from going to their work places (3)

· Not good image in international arena remains challenge for Kosovo (5)

· Draft law on parliamentary investigation aims to strengthen transparency (5)

· Buses from Kosovo stoned in Montenegro (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· USA gives us 150 million, World Bank loan USD 231 million

· Investigators of the parliament 

· White Paper ready

· Editorial: Between two elections, lessons from Albania

Other headlines

· Gazimestan: Vetëvendosja blames institutions (2)

· Last day for the Serb police (5)

· Residents: We are in danger from Serb Gendarmerie (12)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Serious competition with PS, PD leads

· Kosovo officially in IMF and WB

· Kurteshi serving citizens

· Detailed control for imported vehicles

· Pandemic flu, knocks on the door 

Other headlines

· Kosovo’s challenge, not a good image in international arena (2)

· New Zealand recognized Kosovo passports (2)

· Çeku: Deadline for appeals was on Monday at 24:00 hours (3)

· Bogdanovic: We will appeal to Serbs to return to Kosovo Police this week (3)

· Withers: Fulfill standards in the future (4)

· Rehn And Solana: Work for the future (5)

· Satisfactory participation of communities at institutions  (7)

· Assembly endorses law that eliminates abuse of people with immunity (5)

· Rector of Pristina University to be nominated today (8)

Express
Front page

· He needs two weeks for Pristina 

· The last day

· Documented member of IMF and World Bank
· Selimi: Talk at supermarket and exit polls 

Other headlines

· Baxhaku: Finally, however (3)

· Government indifferent regarding developments in Kamenica (5)

· The challenging five (5)

·  Returns should continue (5)

·  Free in EU (7)

Lajm

Front page

· Fragility of the border smashed
Other headlines

· Membership is now official (2)

· Close difference (3)

· Last day (4)

· Parliamentary investigation against abusers (4)

· Virus under control (5)

· Delivery of number plates in the right moments (5)

· Kosovo still without the law on labour (6) 

· Favours but also obligations (6)

Bota Sot

Front page

· PD triumphs takes the most of the seats in parliament

Other headlines 

· Kosovo officially in IMF and World Bank (2)

· Investigative commission for the ethical control of politics (3)

· Teki Dervishi: KFOR tanks over the body of Car Lazar  (5)

· H1N1 virus at the door, Ministry of Health alarmed (7)

· New judges and prosecutors are to be named in autumn (7)

InfoPress 

Front page

· Kosovo officially part of IMF and World Bank

Other headlines 

· PD and PS continue equal (3)

· Sensitized progress, but not enough (4)

· The law that eliminates abuses of people with immunity (5)

· Recognition and integration, Kosovo challenges (5)

· European criteria for the import of vehicles (6)

· Ministry is requesting vaccines against pandemic (6)
Belgrade Media Highlights
29 June
· Jeremic: Kosovo an Example of a Flagrant Violation of OSCE Principles

· Some 600 Serb Families Ready to Return to Kosovo

· Sofia Will not Reassess the Decision to Release Ceku

· SNS to Send Official Invitation for Negotiations with SPS

Jeremic: Kosovo an Example of a Flagrant Violation of OSCE Principles

Addressing an informal meeting of the OSCE foreign ministers on the Greek island of Corfu, Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said that the OSCE has been lately going through a crisis of trust. He said that the OSCE principles were not being applied consistently, Kosovo being a flagrant example of that, Vecernje Novosti writes. The unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo by the Albanian authorities in the southern Serbian province represents an attempt at violently fragmenting Serbia, which is a direct violation of Serbia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity, the Serbian Constitution, the UN Charter, the will of the Security Council and the Helsinki Final Act. “We must avoid situations where critics may say that there are double standards in the region encompassed by the OSCE – one for Kosovo and some other for other situations. An agreement on exceptions can be reached only through a consensus, and there is no such consensus in the case of Kosovo,” Jeremic said.

Several thousand Serbs have marked the 620th anniversary of the Kosovo Battle at Gazimestan. Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that Serbia would fight with all diplomatic and legal means for preserving Kosovo within Serbia. He said that this battle was difficult, but that this was the only way to resolve problems and to reach a compromise, Politika writes.

Some 600 Serb Families Ready to Return to Kosovo

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said that some 600 displaced Serb families were ready to return to Kosovo within a project implemented together with the UNCHR. He said that the realization of their return will represent the first test of sincerity for the international community and the Kosovo interim institutions whether they truly want Serbs to return or support that only verbally, Tanjug reports. 

Sofia Will not Reassess the Decision to Release Ceku

Bulgaria has no intention of reassessing the decision on releasing former KLA leader Agim Ceku, because there are no reasons for this, Bulgarian deputy state prosecutor Galina Toneva said. “I can guarantee that the Bulgarian judiciary acted completely in line with the local and international laws,” Toneva said. Serbian President Boris Tadic has assessed that the decision of the Bulgarian judiciary institutions to release Ceku does not contribute to good relations between Serbia and Bulgaria and added he expects an explanation from Sofia, Blic reports. Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has stated that such a decision damaged the friendship and relations of the two countries.

SNS to Send Official Invitation for Negotiations with SPS

“The Serbian Progressive Party (SNS) will send today an official invitation to the Socialist Party (SPS-PUPS-JS coalition) for negotiations on forming the authorities in the Zemun and Vozdovac municipalities,” the SNS deputy president Aleksandar Vucic told Vecernje Novosti.
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