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· Zannier announces delays (Koha Ditore) 

· Customs clashes two powers in Kosovo (dailies)
· Water pipe not to go through Suhodoll (dailies)

· Zannier to meet Bogdanovic today, location unknown (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

· Macedonia to recognize Kosovo after border demarcation? (Zëri)

· Bogdanovic: We will prepare strategy for return of Serbs (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi: KSF minister within the week (Express, Kosova Sot)

· The first new passport to be handed over today (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Zannier announces delays (Koha Ditore) 
UNMIK Chief Lamberto Zannier has stated on Tuesday that the reconfiguration process of the international civilian presence will have some delays and according to him it will last couple of months, reports Koha Ditore which made an interview with UNMIK Chief. 
Some of the reasons for the delay according to Zannier lie with the Europeans because as Zannier said there are some things the United Nations can not do for them.

“The process and the reconfiguration period for UNMIK and the deployment process for EULEX have started and will be delayed. Now we are looking at end of November or beginning of December, as a deadline for completing the operational aspect of handing over all responsibilities. I think that some of the things need to be done by EULEX because I can not do that for them” Koha Ditore quotes Zannier as saying adding that the Europeans have to do their homework themselves saying that from his perspective he is happy to cooperate and support this process of reconfiguration, but of course he can not do their work. 

Customs clashes two powers in Kosovo (dailies)

The suspension of the Customs Chief Naim Huruglica by the Minister of Finance Ahmet Shala has revived a debate on the double meaning of the powers in Kosovo.

For this issue according to Koha Ditore sources, at least three reactions by Contact Group states accredited in Kosovo have been sent to the Government. 

“Some of the diplomatic representations of the CG have reacted because of Prime Ministers interference in Customs and the suspension of Naim Huruglica. This was done after Prime Minister had stated earlier that he will not interfere at Customs, which for a period of time will be a supervised competence by the EU mission in Kosovo – EULEX” diplomatic sources told the paper. 

UNMIK officials have expressed their surprise on Government’s decision and UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko told Zëri yesterday that the SRSG will meet Prime Minister Thaçi on Wednesday morning and among other issues, the suspension of the Customs chief will also be a discussion topic. 
“UNMIK Chief Administrator is authorized to appoint the Customs Chief” Koha Ditore. UNMIK Spokesperson Russell Geekie is quoted as saying. 
Water pipe not to go through Suhodoll (dailies)

Koha Ditore writes that KFOR, UNMIK and Mitrovica municipality have decided to give up on constructing a water supply system through the village of Suhodoll thus, according to the paper, giving in to demands of the Serb local population.

KFOR is reported to be reviewing now the possibility of a complete change of the project that aimed at providing drinking water to Albanian-inhabited villages in the north of Kosovo. 
According to Mitrovica Mayor, Bajram Rexhepi, KFOR has proposed the opening of the canal to be alongside river Ibri but the idea did not win ground as it could prove to be problematic for maintenance. Instead, Rexhepi said that municipality experts are looking into the possibility of Vinarc and Gushavc village being connected to the water system through a pipe above the rive. Rexhepi said they count of KFOR’s support for the amended project and that he will call on SRSG, Lamberto Zannier, to cover the additional costs that the change of the project will carry.

Zannier to meet Bogdanovic today, location unknown (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

The papers report that UNMIK chief, Lamberto Zannier, is to meet today the Serbian Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, as part of the UNMIK-Belgrade dialogue. 

Zëri writes that UNMIK officials are said to have confirmed the meeting will take place but could not say at what time and what will be the venue of the meeting. “They will meet in one of UNMIK buildings,” is what UNMIK Spokesperson, Alexander Ivanko, told the paper. 
On the other hand, Epoka e Re writes that Zannier and Bogdanovic will discuss police and judiciary in Kosovo and it also quotes Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo, Hajredin Kuçi, saying he doesn’t expect anything new from the meeting. “I believe UNMIK will be transparent and will understand the role it has as a facilitator and not representative of Kosovo Government,” Kuçi said.
Macedonia to recognize Kosovo after border demarcation? (Zëri)

The paper writes that even though Macedonia is close to recognizing independence of Kosovo along with Montenegro, it still has a precondition that it wants to be met before it formally decides to go ahead with recognition. According to Zëri, Skopje wants to first resolve the ‘delicate’ issue of border demarcation with Kosovo and that the critical moment in this process will be the setting of borderline in the area of Debëllde where there was resistance from local community. 
Bogdanovic: We will prepare strategy for return of Serbs (Koha Ditore)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, is quoted as saying that Belgrade government will approve a strategy which foresees sustainable return of Serbs to Kosovo. The strategy, according to Bogdanovic, will be based on the financial empowerment of Serb settlements in Kosovo. “The return so far has been minimal and not organized. We have to do everything to make sure that it becomes sustainable,” Bogdanovic told Belgrade-based news agency Beta.

Thaçi: KSF minister within the week (Express, Kosova Sot)

Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, said that the Minister of the Kosovo Security Force will be appointed in the course of the week and Express quotes sources saying that the likeliest candidates to take on the post are Fehmi Mujota, Shaip Muja and Hysni Syla, all of whom former members of KLA. Kosova Sot quotes sources from PDK saying that Mujota enjoys the support of the party’s leadership and therefore has more chances of taking on the new post.
The first new passport to be handed over today (dailies) 

The Ministry of Internal Affairs has informed that the first passport of the Republic of Kosovo planned to handed over  on Tuesday had some delays and will be handed over today at 9:30.This important event will attend Prime Minister Thaçi, Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi, the minister of Internal Affair Zenun Pajaziti and other personalities. 

The first Kosovo Republic Passport will be handed over at the Pristina municipality. 
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Technical part of EU-UN memorandum concluded (Tanjug) 

· Jeremic: Many non-aligned countries haven’t recognized independence of Kosovo (Beta)

· Kaidanow: Too much attention paid to northern Kosovo (Tanjug) 

· Kuci: FYROM to recognize Kosovo (Tanjug) 

· Kosovo Albanians register for shares (Tanjug)

Technical part of EU-UN memorandum concluded (Tanjug) 

The EU and the UN have concluded the technical part of the work on the beginning of the full deployment of EULEX in Kosovo, Koha Ditore reports, quoting western diplomatic sources from the UN. However, the same sources state that the technical plan still lacks instructions of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, but that the Department for Peace-keeping Operations in New York had given approval for the plan.
Jeremic: Many non-aligned countries haven’t recognized independence of Kosovo (Beta)
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has stated in Teheran that he expects to find in the conclusions of the ministerial conference of the Non-Aligned Movement the support to the UN General Assembly to seek the opinion of the International Court of Justice for all issues regarding the defense of international law. A vast majority of non-aligned countries has not recognized unilateral, illegally proclaimed independence of Kosovo and I will ask the foreign ministers of these countries for this to remain their stand, said Jeremic. 
Kaidanow: Too much attention paid to northern Kosovo (Tanjug) 

US Ambassador in Pristina Tina Kaidanow has stated that too much attention is being paid to northern Kosovo, underlining that there are other, much more important, topics and challenges for the Kosovo government. 
Kuci: FYROM to recognize Kosovo (Tanjug) 

Kosovo interim Deputy Premier Hajredin Kuci has said that soon after the consolidation of institutions following the last-month elections, FRYOM will recognize Kosovo’s independence, Pristina electronic media reported. 
Kosovo Albanians register for shares (Tanjug)

Kosovo Albanians are registering to receive free shares from the privatization of Serbian public companies. Thus far 71,617 residents have registered in the province, a decent number of which are Albanians, according to Postal Service, PTT, in Kosovo Director Randjel Nojkic. Nojkic told Tanjug that according to regions, most of the people who registered – some 25,000 – are from northern Kosovo. 24 post offices, 36 registration locations and with three mobile teams are at their disposal. In Sirinicka Zupa 12,500 have registered, 13,000 in Kosovsko Pomoravlje, 17,100 in central Kosovo and 3,500 in Metohija. The government decided earlier this year to make all Serbian citizens over the age of 18 eligible to receive shares and cash from the sale of the largest public enterprises, including Jat Airways, EPS, NIS, and Telekom Serbia.
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