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· Buhler: KFOR will unblock roads, even with force if necessary (dailies)

· Thaçi declares war on Serb paramilitaries (dailies)

· UN rejects Serbia’s request for extraordinary session (dailies)

· Robert Cooper to visit Pristina and Belgrade next week (dailies)

· Tahiri expresses dilemma over meeting Stefanovic (Koha Ditore)

· No arrest warrant for Stefanovic and Bogdanovic (Koha Ditore)

· Buckovski: Situation in the north, an old scenario by Serbia (Zëri)

· Sabit Geci sentenced to 15 years in prison (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Buhler: KFOR will unblock roads, even with force if necessary (dailies)
Most dailies report on the front pages that COMKFOR General Erhard Buhler has given northern Serbs an ultimatum until Saturday to back down from blocking roads leading to border crossing points, Gates 1 and 31. Otherwise, Buhler said, KFOR would unblock the roads by using force. 

Buhler made these remarks during a press conference on Friday at the main bridge over Ibër River. Earlier, around 500 Serbs had gathered in Rudare and blocked a supply convoy for the multinational troops at the two border gates. Buhler’s message was that this is the first and last time that KFOR troops are denied access there.

“We have gathered the necessary forces to open the road and we will do this. We have made it clear to them that we will cross this part and we will supply KFOR troops. Trying to protect ordinary citizens who were protesting peacefully I did not use my right to use force in unblocking the road,” Buhler was quoted as saying. “I made it clear to them that this was the last time and that there will not be a second time. Next time I will ensure free passing be it even with force.”
Buhler confirmed to reporters that among the crowd in Rudare there were armed extremists and hardliners and that several shots were fired against the KFOR convoy. He said his troops did not react because there were women and children in the crowd.

Under the leading front-page headline KFOR backed down by hooligans, Zëri reports that in order to avoid bloodshed, KFOR troops withdrew from Rudare. The paper also quotes COMKFOR Buhler as saying that the withdrawal of KFOR troops from northern Kosovo is out of the question. 

Express reports on the front page that Serbia’s ties to northern Kosovo have been cut off. Gates 1 and 31 have been shut down and a total blockade has been introduced for Serbian products.
Thaçi declares war on Serb paramilitaries (dailies)

All dailies cover yesterday’s urgent session of the Kosovo Government, highlighting Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi’s statements about the latest developments in the north. 

Zëri quotes Thaçi as saying that the government would not back down from efforts to establish law and order in the north. Thaçi said regaining control over Gates 1 and 31 is only the first phase of implementing the rule of law in the north. 
Koha Ditore reports that Thaçi has declared war on Serb paramilitaries and all those that act against law and order in northern Kosovo. “We will continue to open roads and fight all paramilitaries and smugglers within the territory of Kosovo and we will show no compromise,” Thaçi said.
Express reports that Thaçi has suggested that no international diplomat should talk to illegitimate Serbian officials, in reference to a meeting between European diplomats and representatives of Serb parallel structures in the north on Thursday. 
UN rejects Serbia’s request for extraordinary session (dailies)
Several dailies report that the United Nations Security Council has not endorsed Serbia’s request for an extraordinary session on the situation in Kosovo. The consultative meeting of Security Council member states held on Thursday resulted in a negative response to Serbia’s request. Kosovo’s Deputy Foreign Minister Petrit Selimi told KTV that the permanent member states could not a reach a consensus on Serbia’s request.

Robert Cooper to visit Pristina and Belgrade next week (dailies)

Robert Cooper, the European Union facilitator of talks between Pristina and Belgrade, will visit Serbia and Kosovo early next week. EU High Representative Catherine Ashton announced Cooper’s visit after a meeting of the EU Foreign Policy Committee on the situation in Kosovo. 

Ashton said resorting to dialogue is the only way for Belgrade and Pristina to resolve open issues. “The European Union expects swift and necessary progress. We call on both parties to avoid further deteriorations of the situation and to engage constructively in finding a peaceful solution through negotiations.”

Tahiri expresses dilemma over meeting Stefanovic (Koha Ditore)

Edita Tahiri, head of the Kosovo negotiating team in talks with Belgrade, told the paper on Friday that she faces a dilemma on whether she will sit at the table of talks in Brussels with her Serbian counterpart Borislav Stefanovic. Tahiri said Stefanovic’s credibility was seriously damaged. 

“As far as Serbia’s intervention is concerned, we think it was a destructive course of action and regrettably Mr. Stefanovic was part of this violent action, which in my opinion has seriously damaged his credibility in the talks,” Tahiri was quoted as saying. She added that the Government of Kosovo will soon make a final decision on whether or not to accept Stefanovic as a counterpart in the talks. 

No arrest warrant for Stefanovic and Bogdanovic (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the State Prosecution did not listen to Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi’s accusations against Serbian officials Borislav Stefanovic and Goran Bogdanovic for their illegal stay in Kosovo and for inciting violence in the northern part of the country. At an urgent government meeting on Friday, Thaçi said the Serbian officials were responsible for the killing of Kosovo policeman Enver Zymberi and for fully supporting the burning of Gate 1 and for teh support for Serb paramilitaries. The State Prosecution, however, confirmed to the paper that no arrest warrant was issued for Stefanovic and Bogdanovic.

Buckovski: Situation in the north, an old scenario by Serbia (Zëri)

Zëri quotes former Macedonian Defense Minister Vlado Buckovski as saying that the grave situation in northern Kosovo is a scenario prepared earlier by Serbia aimed at dividing the northern part of Kosovo. Buckovski argued that Serbia is trying to implement this action before it is forced to recognize the independence of Kosovo, as it knows that it cannot join the European Union without recognizing its neighbour first.

Sabit Geci sentenced to 15 years in prison (dailies)

All dailies report that four members of the former Kosovo Liberation Army, including Sabit Geci, have been sentenced to 40 years in prison by the District Court in Mitrovica. The court sentenced Geci to 15 years in prison for war crimes against civilians in April-June 1999 in Kukës and Cahan. The court panel said sufficient evidence was found proving that inmates in camps in Kukës and Cahan were subject to beating and mistreatment, lack of food, water and proper conditions.  
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