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· EU’s three big concerns over Kosovo (Koha)

· Grave situation in the freedom of media (Koha)

· The plan for the north (Express)

· Kosovo chief negotiator indicates requests for resumption of dialogue (Koha)

· Drews concerned with Thaçi’s statement to return judges in north (dailies) 

· Cliff calls for continuance of Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Koha) 

· Feith: No discussions on the north (Kosova Sot) 

· Kuçi: Pristina can intervene on its own (dailies)

· Nikolic and Vucic enter Kosovo illegally (Koha)

· Promise for five recognitions from Africa was not kept (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
EU’s three big concerns over Kosovo (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the long awaited report by the European Commission for Kosovo has been written and copies are circulating internally. Koha Ditore has seen parts of the report. It noted some indications of clear the progress, but also big concerns, notably in the north regarding the rule of law, organized crime, corruption and freedom of expression. The report is only a draft. The final one will be writer after several consultation meetings. 
Kosovars are hoping for a positive recommendation on integration and the possibility of start of the dialogue on visas. 
The contested freedom of expression, organized crime and corruption are the main concerns of EU about Kosovo. “In the period of extraordinary parliamentary elections and the dragging the election of the President from the Parliament, little progress has been made on reforms. The elections have been characterized by weakness and controversy and this should addressed. The Constitutional Court has played an important role how in exercising its responsibility, says the Progress Report of this year, which will be approved and will be made public on 12 October in Brussels.

Grave situation for freedom of media (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo has received serious criticism this year for regarding the level of freedom of expression. The European Commission has expressed serious concern for almost all countries of the region. Among the main challenges of the freedom of expression, the Commission mentioned political interferences, often through the use of the judicial system, or economic pressure. Organized crime and corruption also influence the media. In addition there is inadequate protection of journalists from threats and furthermore the violent attacks, a lack of fair competition and a lack of an independent media regulator for the media market. This year the Commission covered this field with many details. 
The plan for the north (Express)

Express reports that the Government of Kosovo has intensified contacts with Serbs in northern Kosovo in an effort to normalize the situation there and to establish legitimate institutions foreseen in the Ahtisaari Plan. The Government’s plan aims to encourage Serbs to cooperate with Kosovo institutions and to prepare legitimate elections in municipalities to elect leaders. 
Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi told Express on Thursday that the Government of Kosovo would be the guarantor of rights of the Serb community in northern Kosovo, but that it would also hold its citizens accountable. 

An unnamed source told the paper that representatives of the Kosovo Government together with ICO officials and other international stakeholders have intensified contacts and now there is daily communication with Serbs who are ambitious and who want to cooperate with Pristina in creating conditions for free elections in the north.
Kosovo’s chief negotiator indicates requests for resumption of dialogue (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that when European Union facilitator Robert Cooper visits Pristina next week, he will not find the Kosovar side willing to resume dialogue with Serbia. Namely, Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri and her team now have requests for Cooper as they believe that technical dialogue should include rules and punitive measures for the party that is not constructive and stimulation for the party that shows more flexibility.

Tahiri told the paper that at the latest meeting in Brussels on Wednesday, the Kosovo delegation expressed these requests to Cooper seeing that the seventh round of dialogue was failing. 

“We called for the situation surrounding the implementation of agreements to be clarified. We gave Mr. Cooper a report by the Kosovo Government about the situation on the ground as far as the implementation of agreements is concerned. We called on the EU to reward Kosovo’s constructive position; more specifically we asked that Kosovo be allowed to enter contractual relations with the EU. Such a positive position of Kosovo vis-à-vis the European Union should be appreciated as a constructive approach in dialogue,” Tahiri was quoted as saying. 
Drews concerned with Thaçi’s statement to return judges in north (dailies) 

Dailies report that KFOR Commander Erhard Drews expressed concern regarding the announcements of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi regarding the return of judges in the north of the country. Speaking for the Austrian daily Die Presse, Drews stated that Serbs would not accept Kosovar judges in the north of the country, as Thaçi stated after a meeting that he had with Austria’s Minister of Defense, Norbert Darabos. “This could produce turbulence,” said Drews. 

Cliff calls for continuance of Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the British Ambassador in Kosovo, Ian Cliff, once again supported the Kosovo government’s efforts to extend sovereignty in the north of the country-- putting under control border points 1 and 31. He assessed that the collection of these customs incomes is a legitimate right of Pristina that does not even violate the UNMIK regulations and Resolution 1244 of the UN Security Council. He expressed his wish for the calming of the tensions in this part of Kosovo, and expressed conviction that the only manner to resolve the issues is dialogue, for which he appealed on Belgrade and Pristina to sit around the table. “We hope to enter a quiet period in the north of Kosovo. The position of the Government of the Great Britain is clear and we believe that collection of these customs incomes in the northern border of Kosovo a very normal thing and in accordance with UNMIK Regulations and Resolution 1244 of the UN Security Council,” said Cliff in Prizren. 
Feith: No discussions on the north (Kosova Sot) 

Kosova Sot reports that the ICO Chief Pieter Feith, stated that it is important for Kosovo and Serbia to normalize the procedures at the border, as seen everywhere else in the European Union. “This means movement of goods beyond the border and excise deriving from them are of benefit for both sides of the border, and these incomes go to the central treasure, as one of the main sources of incomes for every government. I do not know whether there are going to be further negotiations, it can be possible that some of the incomes, if they are collected in the north, could also be poured again to the municipalities for the social and economic benefit of the citizens in the north, but this is an issue that Government has to take a position. This is the kind of the philosophy we are thinking about,” said Feith. 

Asked whether there are discussions for a special status for the north, Feith said that there are no such discussions and there are no models. “My office and the Government, the group of close friends of the Government of Kosovo, agreed completely that Ahtisaari’s plan represents the best foundation for an arrangement in the north,” said Feith. 

Kuçi: Pristina can intervene on its own (dailies)
Several dailies report that in an interview for Rubikon TV show, Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said Pristina could again intervene with force if KFOR and EULEX fail to remove roadblocks in northern Kosovo according to the strategic plan. He added that roadblocks should be removed as soon as possible, otherwise force will be used. Kuçi also said Pristina would never enter political dialogue with Belgrade on the state’s internal affairs, adding that dialogue would only include technical issues.
Nikolic and Vucic enter Kosovo illegally (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Tomislav Nikolic, leader of the Serbian Progress Party (SNS) and his deputy Aleksandar Vucic, entered Kosovo’s territory illegally on Wednesday evening. The paper notes that the two hardline leaders visited wounded Serbs in Mitrovica Hospital and held meetings with their representatives in Zvecan. 
Promise for five recognitions from Africa was not kept (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that results of the lobbying of Kosovo’s senior state leaders in New York have yet to be seen. Kosovo is yet to be recognized by Nigeria, Mali, Chad, Togo and Gabon, although Principal Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli announced a month ago that the five recognitions would come in September. On Thursday, members of Pacolli’s office could only say that the recognitions will happen. Meanwhile, neither the Office of the President nor the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have presented concrete results in the lobbying process, although they mentioned many meetings they had in New York with representatives of countries that have yet to recognize Kosovo’s independence.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· The EU’s three main concerns for Kosovo

· Serbia plans to register Serbs in Kosovo

· Zogaj told his brother he was going to commit suicide

· Kosovo calls for stimulation and punishments in dialogue

· KFOR ruins alternative road in Jarinje

· Progress only in the rule of law area

Other headlines

· Drews concerned over Thaçi’s statement to return judges in the north (3)

· Cliff calls for resumption of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade (3)

· Kuçi: Pristina can intervene on its own (3)

· Mass brawl between Zvecan and Mitrovica gangs in the north (4)

· Nikolic and Vucic illegally in Kosovo (5)

Zëri

Front page

· EULEX did not ask for protection for X

· Cooper tries once more

· Discrimination for the president

· KSF passed the test, ready for an army

· Capussella: The mistakes of the Constitutional Court

Other headlines

· KFOR: We didn’t provoke violence (2)

· Kuçi: We can do it in the north on our own (2)

· Albanian Prime Minister Berisha gives €200.000 for Gracanica (2)

· OSCE calls for resumption of dialogue (2)

· Plus: State Department condemns Serb attack against KFOR (4)

· Minus: Churkin: What the hell was KFOR doing at the roadblock? (4)

· Serbia announces registration in Kosovo too (5)

· They change license plates in order to enter Serbia (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Feith: North is not being discussed 

· How does EULEX defend witnesses 

· Removal of barricades announced 

· Cooper, pressure on dialogue

Other headlines

· KFOR with a check point at neutral zone (2)

· Eurostat accepts Kosovo census (3)

· Jovanovic appeals on Serbs to withdraw (3)

· Deputy President, an open issue (4)

· Danger from outbreak of violence (4)

· Dino Hasanaj’s balance on the verge of resignation (6)

· KSF ready for the missions out of the country (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· KFOR determined

· Working Group on elections moves forward 

· The name of the Chief prosecutor might have been misused by a tender shark

· Krasniqi: Kosovo is being strengthened as a state

Other headlines

· German police: Witness X committed suicide (2)

· The U.S. condemns Serbs’ violence towards KFOR (2)

· Kosovo weakens Tadic’s position (2)

· Cooper visits Belgrade (2)

· Rexhepi: Removal of barricades, unavoidable (3)

· Organized crime is fought by law (3)

· Drews: KSF on the verge of the achievement of full operational capacities (6)

· IMO: Census according to standards (6)

Express
Front page

· What is hiding?

· I am the boss

· Waiting for Cooper

· Filed attempt

· Dilemma of KPA

Other headlines

· Tensions in the north does not influence in walleye (4)

· President is silent (5)

· Plan for the north (6)

· Serbia to forget EU (6)
· Headaches over the north (7)

· KFOR confirms, nine wounded (7)
· World Bank supports minister Agani (9)
Bota Sot
Front page

· The stop of talks the only way out for Kosovo

· One suspected Serb has been arrested, KFOR closes alternate roads

· The death of protected witness, big failure for EULEX

Other headlines

· KFOR ready to react  and with commitment towards the Serbs (2)

· OSCE regrets the violence in north of Kosovo (2)

· Cooper soon in Belgrade and in Pristina (3)

· 6 more tracks with gravel over the main bridge of Mitrovica (4)

· UN Security Council without any decission for the situation in the north (4) 

· Bajrush Morina: They (Serbs)know what is fear (5)

· FAZ: Without solution for the north of Kosovo, Serbia to forget the access in the EU  (7)

· Nazim Bllaca again in “Service” of EULEX (8)

· EUROSTAT praises registration in Kosovo (9)
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