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Main Stories                30 November 2011

· Security Council calls for removal of barricades in northern Kosovo (dailies)

· Rexhepi: Serbs’ actions have become “a dangerous game” (Koha) 

· Locklear calls for issue of north to be solved through dialogue (dailies)

· Austrian KFOR soldier in coma, Serbs don’t stop attacks (Koha)
· Reichel: Serbia should offer concrete steps (Koha) 

· North and dialogue, crucial for Serbia’s candidate status (Koha)
· Serbs build concrete barricade on Mitrovica-Leposavic road (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Security Council calls for removal of barricades in northern Kosovo (dailies)

One of the leading stories in the daily press this morning is yesterday’s session of the United Nations Security Council which discussed Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s quarterly report on Kosovo. 

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that member states have called for the reduction in tensions and for the removal of roadblocks in the northern part of Kosovo. The call was supported by Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj, while his Serbian counterpart, Vuk Jeremic, made indirect calls for the removal of barricades.
The paper further notes that the US, Great Britain, Germany and France have called on Serbia to give up its parallel  structures.  They also condemned the recent attacks against KFOR troops. On the other hand, Serbia and Russia portrayed KFOR as the aggressor and northern Serbs as the victims. 

Foreign Minister Hoxhaj said Serbia was blocking the young state and is organizing the violence against KFOR. “The current situation in northern Kosovo is complex. The situation threatens the functionality of Kosovo as a multiethnic state and this poses a serious threat to regional peace and security. The status quo has been tolerated since 1999, despite being in violation of Resolution 1244, says Hoxhaj. Throughout this time, the Serbian Government has maintained, controlled and sponsored an entirely illegal system of structures. Security and police units, as well as paramilitary and defense structures, are still present and operating in this part of Kosovo,” Hoxhaj added.
Under the headline Déjà vu in New York, Zëri highlights the statement by US representative to the UN Di Carlo, who said that Serbian security structures were operating in northern Kosovo. The paper also notes that “whether intentional or not, the new UNMIK chief, Farid Zarif, in his first report, has sent ‘quite some water to Serbia’s mill’. Zarif prepared a very grim summary about the situation in Kosovo, not only in the north, but in other regions as well”.

Express reports that the Security Council once again turned into an arena of disagreements over Kosovo. The paper also publishes a picture of US representative Di Carlo and UNMIK chief Zarif at the Security Council session. 
Kosova Sot quotes Foreign Minister Hoxhaj on the front page as saying, “We won’t accept a frozen situation in the north”. Hoxhaj is quoted also in Epoka e Re that Serbia must agree with the independence of Kosovo.  
Bota Sot reports on the front page that the US and the European Union have called for the removal of roadblocks.
Rexhepi: Serbs’ actions have become “a dangerous game” (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that according to Kosovo’s Minister of Internal Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi, the actions of Serbs in the north resemble virtual, “Counter Strike” games, however, the Serbs’ games are more dangerous, because this time, the bullets used against NATO soldiers are real. He stated Tuesday that the attacks such as those of last Monday, that resulted in injured NATO peacekeepers, are unacceptable. Rexhepi warned they could lead to retaliation on the basis of self defense.  “We were aware that a group of these criminals or radical politicians, who encourage people to undertake such actions, do not hesitate to use fire arms against KFOR soldiers, which is completely unacceptable. “I have stated several times that KFOR, EULEX and Kosovo Police should use proportional force, depending on the situation. If someone is very violent, and risks the lives of KFOR soldiers, we will use the same language or the same response,” said Rexhepi.“We have heard that NATO has also given the green light to use fire arms if their lives are in danger, not that we want this to be used against people, no matter their criminal background,” said Rexhepi. 
Locklear calls for the issue of north to be solved through dialogue (dailies)

All dailies report that the NATO Commander in Naples, Admiral Samuel Locklear, said yesterday that community leaders in Kosovo should promote stability through dialogue in order to solve problems in the northern part of the country. Locklear welcomed Serbian President Tadic’s call to the representatives of northern Serbs to remove the barricades themselves. 

“We call on all parties to fully cooperate with all international stakeholders on the ground in order to secure freedom of movement without any delay,” Locklear told reporters in a press conference following the 28 November attack against KFOR troops. “The use of force against KFOR is unacceptable,” Locklear added.

Austrian KFOR soldier in coma, Serbs don’t stop attacks (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that the Austrian Ministry of Defense has confirmed information that the member of Austrian KFOR, who was wounded on Monday during Serb attacks in northern Kosovo, is in a coma. According to the announcement 10 KFOR soldiers from the Austrian contingent were wounded during Monday’s operation. The Austrian Foreign Ministry expressed regret about the incident and the attack towards KFOR peacekeepers and has appealed for a fast solution to prevent the escalation of the situation.

Reichel: Serbia should offer concrete steps (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the German Ambassador to Kosovo Ernst Reichel, has serious doubts on whether Serbia will receive EU candidate status on 9 December. “The situation that is happening in the north, what happened yesterday for example, is something that will impact the decision of 9 December. However, for more details, you will have to ask Ms. Merkel and her team,” said Reichel. According to him, Germany requests concrete steps, that could also be given in the form of the guarantee from the Serbian side. 
North and dialogue, crucial for Serbia’s candidate status (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Wednesday will be particularly important for Serbia.  Developments could determine the fate of the recommendation of the European Commission on Serbia’s candidate status for the membership in the EU. As far as the Commission is concerned Serbia has fulfilled the conditions, because it has accepted to return to the negotiating table with Kosovo, but some member countries and deputies of European Parliament, have more specific conditions about this. They are requesting concrete results in the dialogue and clear steps by Belgrade to distance itself from the groups that are blocking the roads in the north of Kosovo and have attacked KFOR soldiers. 
“Two days ago, Serbia’s chances to get the candidate status were bigger than today. But, tomorrow when the new round of dialogue begins, things can change again if there are concrete results,” an EU official was quoted as saying.

Serbs build concrete barricade on Mitrovica-Leposavic road (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that late Tuesday evening, Serbs cemented and enforced the barricade at Kërshi i Dudes, on the road Mitrovica-Leposavic. The barricade measrures 2.5 meters and it made of concrete and barbed wire.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Security Council calls for removal of barricades

· Admiral Locklear wants issue of the north to be solved through dialogue

· Opposition alarms that Government will recognize parallel structures

· The north and dialogue, crucial for Serbia’s candidate status

Other headlines

· Austrian KFOR member in coma, Serbs don’t stop attacks (2)

· Tadic calls on Serbs to leave barricades and on KFOR not to remove them (2)

· Serbs build concrete barricade on Mitrovica-Leposavic road (2)

· Defense calls for Haradinaj’s provisional release (3)

· OSCE: Attacks against peacekeepers are unacceptable (3)

· Rexhepi: Serbs’ actions have become a “dangerous game” (4)

· Reichel: Serbia must offer concrete steps (5)

· Kosovars must use Taiwan as an argument for visa liberalization (6)

· Rexhepi says Islamic groups are being monitored (6)

· EC: No progress in the fight against corruption in Kosovo (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Déjà vu in New York

· KFOR mobilized

· “Pro et contra” Thaçi’s idea

· Rama: Sali and Meta brought Serbia to Albania

Other headlines

· Defense calls for Haradinaj’s provisional release (2)

· Violence against KFOR is condemned (2)

· Awaiting the roadmap (2)

· Lunacek: No EU, while there is violence at the border (5)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· Number of injured KFOR soldiers increases

· Parliamentary commission blocks Mekaj

· EU should punish Serbia

· Hoxhaj: We do not accept frozen situation in the north

Other headlines

· Article 22 violated (2)

· Defense requests Haradinaj’s temporary release (2)

· Voters’ lists should be cleared (3)

· Agreement for Kosovo – Norwegian cooperation, signed (4)

· Another step forward on criteria for visa liberalization (4)

· Central deputies paid five times more than local deputies (4)

· Motion on reciprocity, on 7 December (5)

· Witness X’s raises charges against Salustro (8)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Violence to violence

· Hoxhaj: Serbia should agree with independent Kosovo

· Kusari: motion on 7 December

· Release him

· Gives right to Thaçi

Other headlines

· Norway helps Kosovo with recognitions (2)

· Tadic called on Serbs to remove the barricades (3)

· Austrian soldier in coma (3)

· Vetëvendosje: Change of Ambassadors, serious violation of laws (6)

· Krasniqi gives right to Thaçi (7)

· Top priorities of the Government, economic increase (8)

· Pacolli requested Americans invest in Kosovo (9)
Express
Front page

· Their truth

· Dialogue decides

· Difficulty with medicines

Other headlines

· OSCE condemns the attack against KFOR (4)

· Jahjaga: answers to Vetëvendosje  (5)

· NATO announcements (5)

· They don’t agree on Kosovo (6)

· Draskovic reveals secrets about Kosovo (6)

· They reject Thaçi (6)

· Violations of giants (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Talks with parallel structures recognition of Serbia inside Kosovo 

· Jashari family “closed the door” for Thaçi and opened it for Mustafa

· USA and EU request removal of barricades

Other headlines

· Rexhepi pledges for the use of force in the north (2)
· NATO calls for restraint in the north (2)
· Thaçi invites Norwegian investors to invest in Kosovo (3)

· Lunacek: There cannot be candidate status , until there is violence at the border (3)

· Germany: Violence against KFOR should be condemned  (7)

· Berlin requests concrete answer from Serbia (7)

· The Government appoints the Presidency seals those appointments (8)

· USA and EU request the removal barricades (11)

· Serbs use tear gas against KFOR (11)

· KFOR reserves the right to protect itself from aggressiveness (11)
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