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· We will work with commitment for European perspective of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi: I have a project to win in Pristina, too (Epoka e Re)

· Krasniqi: Elections were not fair (Zëri)

· Andy Sparkes: Investigations on the “big fish” are going on (Kosova Sot)  

· Mustafa: Thaçi, the ruler (Zëri)

· Sejdiu: Mustafa worked behind my back (Epoka e Re)

· Constitutional Court judges – personalities of the year (Express)

· Kurti – winner of the year, Sejdiu – loser of the year (Zëri)

· Beqaj: Visas to be removed within 15 months (Zëri) 

· Pristina-Belgrade talks borderline (Kosova Sot)

· Serbian Army Secret Service has no information for organ trafficking (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

We will work with commitment for European perspective of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore carries an interview with EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Catherine Ashton. Ashton says in the interview that without doubt the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade is important, but equally important is also the solid elections process. Therefore, it is necessary first to ensure that the elections process is finalized in accordance with the respective laws and regulations. The necessary democratic procedure should also be followed in this case. 
Ashton also says that Kosovo citizens can expect a continuous full commitment for the perspective in the European Union. Hopefully, they can expect the start of the dialogue for visa liberalisation, participation in the EU programs and enforcement of trade relations, but this also depends from Kosovo, as the saying goes: “It takes two to tango”.    

Thaçi: I have a project to win in Pristina, too (Epoka e Re)

“As the most voted leader in the elections of 12 December I will do my utmost to build all the credible institutions of the country that Kosovo ever had in its history. I will form a government of the right-wing priorities, a government which will work for Euro-Atlantic and reformist Kosovo. I will give Kosovo a credible president, an authority of political and civilian unity. As the future Kosovo Prime Minister I guarantee to all Kosovo citizens that in the next 15 months they will move freely in all the Europe. Kosovo during my four-year mandate will be part of NATO, at the same time it will be closer to integrate in the EU and UN,” pledged PM Hashim Thaçi. As for the mayor of Pristina, Isa Mustafa, Thaçi has bad news. He warned Mustafa that he will take from his leadership the city of Pristina. He said that while he is making Kosovo European he will also very soon make Pristina European. 

Krasniqi: Elections were not fair (Zëri)

Acting President of Kosovo Jakup Krasniqi has admitted that 12 December elections were not at the best possible level and that the elections process has been harmed by different misuses. Krasniqi made the comments in a press conference where he presented his work. “We are sorry this elections process was impaired but I hope and I believe that independent elections institutions that are responsible for certifying the final result will correct defects noted on 12 December,” Krasniqi told the media.

Andy Sparkes: Investigations on the “big fish” are going on (Kosova Sot)  

EULEX deputy chief Andy Sparkes, said in an interview for Kosova Sot that investigations on the high-profile cases are ongoing, however he added that justice cases have to be well-prepared. “This is an ongoing process, and the problem with corruption in general, be it among small or big fish, is evident for everyone, not only for EULEX,” said Sparkes. EULEX deputy chief said that Transparency International rightfully ranked Kosovo where it did regarding corruption, adding that all politicians loudly claim that corruption should be fought and announce that they will do something on that direction but everyone knows that corruption is an undeniable fact in Kosovo. 

Mustafa: Thaçi, the ruler (Zëri)

Zëri carries a full-page interview with LDK leader and Pristina mayor Isa Mustafa who throws the blame for the institutional crisis of 2010 on “those who had the majority in the previous assembly, framed extraordinary elections and then manipulated votes”.

Ruling out a broad-based government, Mustafa said he sees no way how institutions from the last elections could have four-year legitimacy. “I find acceptable any formula that would enable us to prepare for the next general elections which should be held no later than autumn this year,” Mustafa added.

Commenting on outgoing Prime Minister and PDK leader Hashim Thaçi, Mustafa was quoted as saying, “We don’t need rulers but people who will form the government with the vote of citizens and not with abused votes.”
Sejdiu: Mustafa worked behind my back (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re runs an interview with former LDK leader and Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu who denied information published in some local media that he was going to leave the country and live in the U.S. “I never thought about leaving Kosovo. I was badly surprised when I heard this misinformation,” he added.

Sejdiu said he was told about Isa Mustafa’s candidacy for LDK leader only a few days before the party convention. “To be honest I had no idea that Mustafa had ambitions to become leader of the LDK. He was my advisor. This happened a few days before the party convention and throughout this time his position was to respect my position and the will of the electorate. But several days before the convention, he expressed his readiness to run for party leader under the excuse that the electorate wants him,” Sejdiu is quoted as saying.

Constitutional Court judges – personalities of the year (Express)

Express reports on the front page that judges of the Constitutional Court of Kosovo are the personalities of the year in Kosovo, “as they ousted Fatmir Sejdiu from the post of President and established constitutional rule when Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi violated it in the case of Rahovec municipality”. 

“In a country with no rule of law, these decisions were not easy. But they the job they are tasked with. This is their year: the year of the judges of the Constitutional Court,” the paper adds.

Kurti – winner of the year, Sejdiu – loser of the year (Zëri)

The paper has declared Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti as the winner in 2010 when he decided to run in elections and challenge Kosovo political parties. “He entered extraordinary elections of 12 December without spending anything on media marketing, without billboards and without commissioners at polling centres,” writes the paper adding that despite all this, Vetëvendosje managed to pass the elections threshold and got ranked as the third largest party. Former President and LDK leader Fatmir Sejdiu has been chosen as the loser in 2010 as “his wish to keep his party under full control” cost him his career. 

Beqaj: Visas to be removed within 15 months (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the Minister for European Integrations, Besim Beqaj said at the end of the year meeting with journalists that by the end of 2011, Kosovo will fulfill all the criteria required to be part of the white Schengen. He supported the announcement of Prime Minister Thaçi that Kosovars will be able to travel to the European Union countries without visas, an issue which according to him, requires only the decision of the European Commission. Beqaj said that delays come as consequence of non-recognition by all European Union countries. 

Pristina-Belgrade talks borderline (Kosova Sot)

In an analysis regarding the prospects of Pristina-Belgrade talks, the paper writes that although there is no agenda of discussions yet the policymakers in Kosovo insist talks will be of technical and not political character. However, the paper anticipates that the report recently issued by CoE’s Dick Marty is bound to have a reflection in the talks. 

Serbian Army Secret Service has no information for organ trafficking (Zëri)
Zëri reports that Svetko Kovic, head of the Secret Service of the Serbian Army, said they don’t have facts to prove there has been trafficking of organs alleged in Council of Europe’s rapporteur Dick Marty. “This was the reason why this case could not be processed in international justice,” Kovic, adding that they could not secure evidence. “The Service does not have classic files on Prime Minister Thaçi,” Kovic added.
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