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Main Stories                30 December 2011

· Ashton: Not satisfied until I see more results and implementation (Koha)

· Angela Merkel – the person of the year (Koha)

· Christopher Dell – the disappointment of the year (Koha)

· Jahjaga - the person of the year (Express)

· Drews: Many Serbs are not pleased with barricades (Zëri)

· AAK rounds up 2011 with criticism (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Ashton: Not satisfied until I see more results and implementation (Koha)

Koha Ditore runs as the leading story in the New Year’s edition an interview with European Union High Representative Catherine Ashton, highlighting her quote that she will not be satisfied with the dialogue until she sees more results and their implementation on the ground.

Commenting on the work of EULEX, Ashton was quoted as saying, “the mission has been put in difficult circumstances in the north, but EULEX can hardly be blamed for barricades and tragic suicides. We are not perfect, but we have learned many lessons, the same as Kosovo institutions.”

On the process of EU integration, Ashton said, “There is no shortcut when it comes to reforms and the process of European Integration, which is based on individual merits.”
Angela Merkel – the person of the year (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that German Chancellor Angela Merkel has won a special place in the hearts of Kosovars for her unwavering position towards Serbia, “and did more than we could have expected, as a true European leader in difficult times in Europe and our region”. 
The paper, naming her person of the year, notes that Merkel shamed the government in Pristina by defending Kosovo’s interests better and stronger than Kosovo institutions themselves.
Christopher Dell – the disappointment of the year (Koha)

“In the past he used to articulate best what the people felt was lacking. He was known for defending the rights of citizens and society in the face of violations by government and politicians. What has happened in the meantime to make Dell join the camp of political manipulators, vote thieves, and corruptors of the fragile political system – remains a mystery. The U.S. ambassador throughout the year has been characterized by the very opposite of what America symbolizes,” Koha Ditore notes in a box which qualifies the U.S. Ambassador to Pristina as the disappointment of the year.
Jahjaga - the person of the year (Express)
Express dedicates the leading front-page story to Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga calling her the person of the year for 2011. “One day after Kosovars heard her name for the first time, she was sworn in as President of Kosovo. The political crisis was overcome when she took over the Office of President. However, the police-turned-politician did not address or resolve any problem in the country. Nonetheless, this is her year – the year of Atifete Jahjaga,” the paper notes in the sub-header of the article.
Drews: Many Serbs are not pleased with barricades (Zëri)
In an interview for Novosti, COMKFOR General Erhard Drews said the situation in Kosovo is good except for the northern part and added that KFOR did not launch its planned actions due to pressure from Pristina. Drews also said he hopes the agreements achieved in the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia will be implemented as soon as possible in order to provide people on the ground with a better life.

AAK rounds up 2011 with criticism (Zëri)

Zëri reports that leaders of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) said that 2011 was a political year that in fact started on December 12, 2010, characterized by the worst elections ever organized in Kosovo. “As a result, this year democracy was hit hard, the central institutions lacked genuine legitimacy, the Kosovo political landscape experienced daily clashes and failed to properly address the key challenges of the Republic of Kosovo,” said AAK principal deputy leader Blerim Shala at a press conference held yesterday in Pristina.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Happy 2012

Other headlines

· Ashton: Not satisfied until I see more results and their implementation (2)

· Bajrami: We still have time (3)

· Mehmeti: The unfelt hand of the state (4)

· Flaka Surroi: The 57th chronicle (4)

· Palokaj: I wish 2012 will prove me wrong (5)

· Rexhepi: The endangered Gutenberg (5)

Zëri

· Something about Mitrovica, eh? (2)

· AAK rounds up 2011 with criticism (2)

· Many Serbs are not pleased with barricades (2)

· Balkans Spring? (3)

· Air BP threatens to file lawsuit against Pristina Airport (3)

· A year of attempts and lack of success (4)

· Sparkes: July 25th, the frustration of the government (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· A year of dialogue and barricades

· 2012

Other headlines

· Pristina Municipality, the first for bureaucracy (2)

· Drews: Many Serbs in the north dissatisfied with barricades (2)

· 2012 and consolidation of Kosovo state (3)

· Turk: Do not rush with motion (4)

· Feith: Kosovo stands on its own feet (6)

· Çitaku: Members of the Government risk their position (6)

· Serwer: Revenge by governing will (7)

· Thaçi: For an agreement (7)

· Pack: The only solution, Ahtisaari’s package (11)

· Cliff: Dialogue with Serbia is political (14)

· Fitou: Four EU policies for Kosovo (15)

Express
Front page

· Personality of the year
Other headlines

· Kerquki: The super-girl  (2)

· Mushkolaj: 32 December (4)

· SMS democracy (5)

· Dragodan agreement (7)

· Related to Ramush (8)

· Coronation of the coalition (9)

· Looser of the year (9)

· Edita’s pearls (10)

· Eternally in dialogue (10)

· Hero of the year (11)

· “Çeliku’s” process (12)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Murat Jashari: The party of our family is Kosovo 

· Pacolli: My lobbying was a long diplomatic war with Serbia

· Thaçi: For an agreement

Other headlines

· Drews: freedom of movement, the aim of KFOR mission (2)

· LDK says that criminals are leading the state (4)

· Those who do not fulfill their obligations, will be dismissed from the Government (4)

· Mustafa: I do not have any “pact” with Thaçi, I have shortened his mandate (13)

· More Assembly noise than approved laws (15)
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