[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                     31 January 2011
__________________________________________________
· PDK 34 deputies, LDK 27, Vetëvendosje 14, AAK 12, AKR 8, communities 25 (dailies)

· LDK not to bargain (Zëri)

· Pacolli has conditions (Express)

· Moscow initially outside Belgrade-Pristina talks (dailies)

· Timmermans: Kosovo is led by criminals (Koha Ditore)

· “In PDK, Thaçi has the last word” (Koha Ditore)

· Buhler: Report is not KFOR’s (Epoka e Re)

· Kosovo reviews possibility to recognize South Sudan independence (Koha Ditore)

· Council of Ministers to decide about Kosovo-Serbia transmission dispute (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

PDK 34 deputies, LDK 27, Vetëvendosje 14, AAK 12, AKR 8, communities 25 (dailies)

Central Election Commission published on Sunday evening final results for extraordinary parliamentary elections of 12 December, according to which PDK won 32.11 percent, or 224.339 votes, LDK 24.69 percent or 172.552 votes, Vetëvendosje movement 12.69 percent 88.652 votes, AAK 11.04 percent or 77.130, AKR 7.29 or 50.951, FAIR 2.17 or 15.156 and LDD 2.14 percent or 14.924 votes. Turnout in election resulted to be 45.29 percent and not over 47 percent as it was stated on the day of elections of 12 December, while after the re-voting in Mitrovica, Skenderaj, Drenas and some other poling centers, the number of voters has been reduced. 
According to these results, PDK will have 34 deputies, LDK 27, Vetëvendosje 14, AAK 12, AKR 8, while FAIR and LDD did not pass the election threshold. The head of CEC, Valdete Daka, said that before the results are certified, political parties have 24-hours timeframe for complaints to the Elections Complaints and Appeals Panel ECAP, while this institution has 72 hours for the review of the cases. In addition to this, there are another 24 hours to appeal ECAP’s decision which would then be reviewed by the Supreme Court. 

LDK not to bargain (Zëri)

LDK leader Isa Mustafa reiterated the stance that his party will not enter a coalition with Hashim Thaçi’s PDK. Mustafa said LDK will not trade its promises to the electorate in exchange for entering the government. “We have told them what policies we will pursue and we were very clear that if we win we will form the first government without PDK or else stay in the opposition,” said Mustafa.

Pacolli has conditions (Express)

The paper writes that AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli has made up his mind to either become next president of Kosovo or stay in the opposition. “If this doesn’t happen, we will not join in,” Pacolli told the paper. “If we enter the coalition, we enter to contribute to Kosovo and to the people. I know that the place where I can give my contribution from is the post of the President,” Pacolli added. 

Express goes on to quote sources within PDK as saying that in informal talks between PDK leader Hashim Thaçi and AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli, the latter has asked for the post of the president and lead over three important ministries.
Moscow initially outside Belgrade-Pristina talks (dailies)

Russian Ambassador to Belgrade Alexander Konuzin said that the “Great Albania” project is very dangerous for the sensitive situation in the region. In an interview for Novi Sad’s Dnevnik, Konuzin said Russia supports the start of the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade as soon as possible and added that Moscow doesn’t intend to get involved in the talks at this stage. 

Timmermans: Kosovo is led by criminals (Koha Ditore)

Former Dutch Minister for European Issues, Frans Timmermans, at the moment Member of Dutch Parliament, during a meeting in November 2007 with USA officials in The Hague, said that Kosovo is led by criminals. His comments have been published by WikiLeaks and have been done at the time of elections in Kosovo, only briefly before the country was to announce the independence in 2008. Timmermans was concerned for the future consequences of EU in relations with Kosovo. “Kosovo is led by people who live from crime… They have other means to support themselves”, cites WikiLeaks former Dutch minister. 

“In PDK, Thaçi has the last word” (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the confidential report of US intelligence of KFOR of 2004 stated that in PDK, Hashim Thaçi has the last word about everything. This report, a copy of which the newspaper claims to have, talks about the way how Hashim Thaçi and Xhavit Haliti function. KFOR based its data which it has taken from LDK, while also there is a description of the principles how the heads of PDK tried to cover-up in front of the public in different situation. “Haliti and Thaçi tried not to create close relations with each other, especially not before the media. However, they have private meetings and a very close communication between themselves. LDK believes that for the moment, Xhavit Haliti is the most dangerous man for the developments in Kosovo. In PDK Thaçi is most powerful man, for which there are no doubts. In the discussions Thaçi has the last word, Haliti is the one who deals with practical issues,” says in the report.

Buhler: Report is not KFOR’s (Epoka e Re)

KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler denied KFOR to have authored the report used as a basis for an article published recently in Le Monde. The article in the French paper claims to quote a KFOR confidential report from 2004 where PDK senior official Xhavit Haliti is accused of being involved in criminal activity in post-war Kosovo. “I take all this very serious and I have set up a joint commission to find the source of these reports,” Buhler said. Haliti hailed Buhler’s statement saying the message he sent out was very clear and correct.  

Kosovo reviews possibility to recognize South Sudan independence (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the passing of the referendum for independence of South Sudan will be formalized by July of this year and immediately after this Kosovo is expected to align together with other countries to recognize independence of this country and thus Kosovo will make its first decision to recognize an independent country. According to the outgoing Kosovo Foreign Minister, Vlora Çitaku, their decision to recognize South Sudan will be known only when this ministry accepts formal request from the institutions of South Sudan to be recognized from Kosovo. 
Koha Ditore in a separate box quotes Ylli Hoxha from the Foreign Policy Club saying that at the moment South Sudan cannot be recognized as this country although it confirmed the will of the citizens for independence, did not yet declare it. “Kosovo does not have any reason not to recognize South Sudan and I believe our country will align together with other states which will confirm recognition of this country”, said Hoxha.  

Council of Ministers to decide about Kosovo-Serbia transmission dispute (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the Vienna-based Energy Community Secretariat is continuing to delay the decision for solving disputes between Kosovo and Serbia on the issue of ownership over the energy transmission. The Serbian Transmission Operators EMS presents itself as the owner of Kosovo transmission assets while the Kosovo Electricity Transmission, System and Market Operator KOSTT said EMS is causing huge losses every year to Kosovo by profiting from the transit of energy through Kosovo and selling the rights to use interconnectivity lines. ECS officials however noted that the Secretariat can only recommend the case to the Council of Ministers and it is then up to them to decide on the dispute. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· Kosovo reviews possibility to recognise South Sudan

· “In PDK, Thaçi has the final word”

· January salaries to be paid with the raise 

· Palokaj: Do US and EU have enough time to deal with Kosovo     

Other headlines

· Moscow initially outside Belgrade-Pristina talks (5)

· Timmermans: Kosovo is led by criminals (5)

· Council of Ministers to decide over Kosovo-Serbia transmission dispute (8)

· Minister Shala in an official visit to the US (8)

· Bajrami: No way out (10)

Zëri
Front page

· LDK will not bargain

· Election marathon ends 

· Investigations towards Airport’s concessioners 

· Switzerland will increase support for Kosovo

Other headlines

· Biserko: Marty’s goal, damaging Kosovo (2)

· Marty puts conditions (2)

· Talks in Brussels (2)

· Russia outside of talks (2)

· Parties don’t pay fines (5)

· Shala in the US (6)

· 92 people infected with A/H1N1 (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· CEC: PDK 34 seats, LDK 27, Vetëvendosje 14, AAK 12, AKR 8

· First discussions in Brussels 

· Editorial: Waiting for the new government

Other headlines

· Mustafa: Definitely in the opposition (2)

· EULEX seriously dealing with investigations (4)

· “Great Albania” dangerous for the Balkans (4)

· Timmermans: Kosovo led by criminals (4)

· Kronja: Stories of Yellow House are insane (4)

· PDK: Coalition soon (5)

· Biserko: Marty caused temporary damage (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Finished

· Buhler: The report is not KFOR’s
· Epoka e Re publishes the lists with the votes of candidates for deputies from all political parties

Other headlines

· Calmy-Rey: We will increase the aid for Kosovo (2)

· Konuzin: Moscow will not be included in the Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (2)

· The first Pristina-Belgrade talks are to be held in Brussels (2)

· Enver Berisha in favor of the coalition with PDK (7)

· Mustafa: LDK remains in opposition (7)

· Mustafa: EULEX investigations do not have to do with me (11)

Express 
Front page

· Pacolli has conditions

· Certification now

· Flu under control
Other headlines

· Maliqi: Monitored democracy (3)

· Shala: Kosovo debts  (3)

· Kosovo is led by criminals (4)

· [Konuzin] He is afraid of Greater Albania (5)

· Determined for opposition (5)

· Protects Kosovo (6)

· A/H1N1 increased cases (7)

· EULEX to remove doubts (9)

· Suspicious decisions (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· International conspiracy against Kosovo in the eve of talks 

· Kuçi: The aim of PDK is not overtaking of authority but its division

Other headlines

· PDK 34 deputies, LDK27, Vetëvendosje 14, AAK 12, AKR 8, minorities 25 (3)

· Kosovo to review relations with international presence (4)

· First Pristina-Belgrade talks in Brussels (6)

· Ninety two cases with A/H1N1 (6)

Infopress
Front page

· They don’t pay the fines

· The idea of division also in the talks

· First talks in Brussels

Other headlines

· Biserko: EULEX to remove doubts (2)

· Switzerland to increase aid for Kosovo (3)

· Elections Marathon finalized (4)
· Talks at IMF, for the decision of raising the salaries (6)

· Human trafficking , six arrested (10)
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