International World Water Day 22 March 2015
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Clean and safe water is precious. Nearly 1 billion people around the world don't have access to safe drinking water. Yet, we take it for granted, we waste it, and too often we pay to drink it from plastic bottles. 
Pristina, the capital of Kosovo, has faced water shortages since the war in 1999. Pristina’s regional water company struggles to supply the 600,000 thousand inhabitants with drinking water from the two main regional water sources, Batllava Lake and Badovc Lake. The Director of the Pristina water company, Gjelosh Vata, says that the problem lies in the production capacity for drinking water. A new water-processing plant using Ujman/Gazivoda Lake as an additional water source will in future be able to supply the people living in Pristina with drinking water 24 hours a day. 
Gjelosh Vata, Director of Pristina Water Company

I believe that this problem will be solved between September and November 2016 when a new water processing factory will be built in Shkabaj, which will add 700 hundred liters more production capacity. I believe that this will be enough for consumers to have water 24 hours a day for a period of 20 to 30 years.
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The estimated costs for the new drinking water processing plant are approximately 35 million euros. The plant will be funded by a 5 million euro grant from the European Union and a 20 million euro development loan to the Pristina Regional Water Company from the German development bank KfW, in a co-financing arrangement with the Kosovo government and the municipality of Pristina. KfW has been involved in the water sector in Kosovo since 1999 and has so far completed four projects totaling 33 million euros, improving the water supply in some 15 municipalities of Kosovo.
Water Policy Advisor to the Kosovo Inter-Ministerial Water Council, Baton Begolli, says that most people in Kosovo now have access to drinking water. 

Baton Begolli, Water Policy Advisor to the Kosovo Inter-Ministerial Water Council
Presently there is an ongoing project of the Kosovo government and Swiss government through the Swiss Cooperation Office to expand the water supply network. The aim was to achieve 80 percent of water supply, but with the funding of the government, municipalities, water companies and other donors we have reached at 80 percent. Meanwhile, through this project, we are aiming to achieve more. How much is that more, 85 to maybe 90 percent.
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However, the water quality of streams and rivers has deteriorated over the years and they are now heavily polluted. Kosovo’s rivers flow into three seas: the Adriatic, the Aegean and the Black Sea. The rivers downstream of larger municipalities - especially Pristina - are heavily polluted, according to a feasibility study on wastewater treatment plants in Kosovo carried out by the Western Balkans Investment Framework in 2012.

German support is also helping Prizren Regional Water Company build a wastewater treatment plant. Further water treatment plants are planned for Gjakova and Peja, with funding from the German and Swiss governments.
Baton Begolli, Water Policy Advisor to the Kosovo Inter-Ministerial Water Council
Concerning wastewater unfortunately we are not doing very well, but you must remember that in 1999, we had less than 50 percent access to drinking water and only 26 percent for sewage. Today over 80 percent of people have access to drinking water while in sewage we have reached 60 percent. We don’t have large wastewater treatment plants. We have a small one in Skenderaj, and it is the first wastewater treatment plant, which we built a few years ago, with the help of the European Commission. 
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Nazmije Abdurrahmani, UNMIK Environment Officer, says that as the world population grows and develops it is important that the right measures are taken to make sure contaminated water is treated properly before discharge.
Nazmije Abdurrahmani, UNMIK Environment Officer
Untreated wastewater poses threats to the public and the environment. Water is always ultimately discharged back into the aquatic environment and if left untreated the receiving waters may be polluted. These receiving waters may be used as a source of drinking water further downstream and this way untreated wastewater may pose a direct threat to public health.
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22 of March is World Water Day – an occasion to remember that water is a finite resource, fundamental to human well-being but only renewable if well managed. Smart water management is a pre-condition of sustainable development. 
In the words of UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon: “There is still enough water for all of us - but only so long as we keep it clean, use it more wisely, and share it fairly".
