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 (text bottom screen) 

“all rights relating to 
Kosovo should be 
understood to be in 
the context of UN SC 
1244 1999 

 

 

 

 

Text on screen 

International Women’s 
Day Pristina 2021 

 

 

 

 

My name is Mirlinda Sada  

I come from from Gjakova.  

 

I am an Executive Director  

of Medica Gjakova.  

 

When I was a child I saw 

that women have no rights, 

equal rights like the men in 

our society.  

 

I used to advocate to the 

families of my friends  

to give my friends the 

freedom of movement  

and the freedom of  



being free and living their 

life as they want.  

 

00:44 -   During and after the 

1998 -99 conflict in 

Kosovo a large 

number of women, 

men, boys and girls 

were subjected to 

sexual violence 

 

  Mirlinda leads a team of 

17 women at 

Medica Gjakova,  

providing holistic 

assistance   

to survivors of Conflict 

Related Sexual Violence 

 

00:55 

GV 
Gjakove 

 Their work is supported 

by UNMIK and other  

international partners 

such as Medica Mondiale 

 

 Mirlinda 
on 
camera 

 Working in civil society is 

much more than working.  

It's a mission.  

Medica Gjakova’s with their 

work  

covers all of Kosovo.  

We support 

Albanians, (RAE) 

Roma, Ashkali, the Egyptian 

community.  



We have Serbian, women  

Bosnian and 

Turkish women. We provide 

them with that we provide  

psychosocial support,  

gynecological support,    

legal support and also  

support for economic 

empowerment  

 

 

01:26 

 

Various 
factory 
floor 
workers 

UNMIK  To increase their capacities  

we orientate them to do the 

business - to open any start 

up, or to produce the 

products  

that they need,  

in order to generate some 

money for themselves and 

for their families.  

 

01:45  FONT UP 

Laura Qarkaxhija, 

Project Manager 

Medica Gjakova 

Because of the stigma  

we try to engage 

different groups of women  

[including non-survivors in 

the economic sector.  

Therefore, we always try to 

ensure that the group 

includes both women who 

have experienced violence, 

and also women who have 

been repatriated, or are 

from minorities. This creates 



a diverse group so that 

survivors are not identified 

02:06  Mirlinda's team helps 

reduce stigma 

through training 

medical staff, 

public awareness 

campaigns and by 

supporting the 

creation of laws 

acknowledging 

the impact of conflict on 

women. 

 

02:13  They also empower 

survivors to create 

self-help groups 

for women to 

strengthening their 

own 

reintegration and 

leadership skills 

 

Linda on 
camera 

02:19 

  LINDA 
We know that the stigma is 

so high here  

and due to the stigma,  

the people are not able to 

speak out about what 

happened to them,  

and also to apply for the 

pension. 

  FONT UP 

CRSV Survivor 

They supported me,  

they looked after me.  



We gathered every second 

week.  

I thank them.  

They relieved me from the 

stress.  

I had enormous anxiety. 

 After I went to Medica, and 

I got the skills,  

then I told my husband: Will 

you come too?  

Try it out.  

And he said: yes.  

 

 

03:06  Starting in 2015, 

women and men who 

experienced sexual 

violence between 27 

February 1998 and 20 

June 1999 are eligible 

to apply for survivor 

status and a monthly 

pension 

 

Medica Gjakova helps 

survivors apply for the 

status 

 

03:14   LINDA 
we as an organization,  

we are prepared to start 

advocacy  

and to change the deadline 

for application in the law  



because it is only five 

years.  

we have only two years 

more.  So this is our 

objective the women to be 

able to take decisions or to 

be part of the decision in the 

family and also in the 

community. 

   LINDA 

It is an improvement from 

the beginning until today, 

regarding the participation of 

women in politics  

 

04:01  TEXT 

The Kosovo law on 

general elections has 

a quota guaranteeing 

women 30% of the 

seats in Parliament 

 

04:09  TEXT 

Since 2008, the 

number of women 

elected to parliament 

without relying on this 

quota continues to 

increase 

 

04:11  In the most recent 

election, five of the ten 

most voted candidates 

are women 

 

   LINDA 



The quota helped us a lot  

by making women to 

visible.  

And  

we now have women that 

have got the vote directly  

and they are visible and 

they are able  

to do the politics better than 

the men.  

 

04:35  TEXT 

Today, Medica 

Gjakova continues its 

advocacy and survivor 

support programs  

while also working to 

increase women’s 

participation in all 

aspects of society 

 

 

   LINDA 

 

Our intention for the future  

is that the women survivors  

to live in dignity and without 

violence.  

END 

 

 


